Cudc Cach Mang 1/11/1963
Vii Ngu Chiéu

LTG: 60 nim da troi qua sau ngdy tan cua ché do Dé Nhit
VNCH. Héu hét tai liéu vin khé cdc quoc gia lién hé, ddc biét la
Mij va VNCH, dd giai mdt. Nam 1963, chinh phu Kennedy da chu
truong logi bo vg chong Ng6 Pinh Nhu va tim thém nhiing lanh
dao méi dé cé thé duy tri mot mién Nam chong Cong. Nhung anh
em ho Ng6 quyét bao vé quyén loi gia tdc dén cing, dua dén cdi
két cudc bi tham 1-2/11/1963.

Trich: Ngé Dinh Nhu, Chét Khé Nhim Mt

Thw Sau, 1/11/1963:
* 00G00: Ranh giéi méi ctia hai quan khu III & IV bat dau
co hiéu luec.
Khu Tién Giang va Su doan 7 thudc vé Quan khu III ctia Ton That
Dinh.

*SAI-GON, 7G30 sing: André Tran Vin Don lién lac Trung
tam Hudn luyén Quang Trung (Mai Hitu Xuan) va Truong
Si quan Trir bi Tha Piic (Pai td Lam Son) dé€ mang sinh
vién si quan (khoa 15) vé Sai Gon.
- 8G30 sing: Thiéu tuwdéng Dinh dién thoai cho Pon, canh
cao hay coi chitng Tran Thién Khiém.
Mot Itc sau, Khiém téi néi da 1dy dau néng boi vao mat dé
gia khoc, yéu cau Dinh dirng dao chinh, hau thit 1ong Dinh.
- Pinh, méi tir Da Lat vé, vao trinh dién Diém.(?)
Duoc giao ndm lai QD III. Diém va Nhu cho 1énh Dinh bt
gitt Nguyeén Htru CO. (Dinh 1998, tr. 441) [Xem thém 4/11/1963]
- 10G00: Diém tiép kién D6 doc Felt [cho t6i 11G15]. Lodge
tham du.



Tt sang som, dinh Gia Long da yéu cau Lodge cho Diém
gdp riéng trong khoang 15 phut sau budi tiép kién D6 Ddc
Felt.
-11G15-11G35: Diém néi véi Lodge san sang thao luin vé
nhitng gi My mudn Diém phai lam.
Ngay sau khi Felt roi phong ti€p tan, Diém noéi véi
Lodge:
(1) Cacnha sw—do cadc nhan viéen My xti duc—da gdp
Uy Ban Diéu Tra LHQ va thti nhan réng ho bi My
"thudc" [intoxication]. Mot su tuyén b6 duong sw da
nguy tao tai liéu; mot swe khac thti nhan chinh minh da
tung tin sé c6 dao chinh, va tiét 10 mot s tén nhan vién
M5. Uy Ban LHQ mudn c6 nhitng tén nguoi My nay,
nhung Nhu khong tiét 10. VNCH khong mudn giat
chan ban trudc cdng chung.

[Nha CS mién Bdc TNTP bdo céo vé su can thiép
cua My “dé€ khuynh dao chinh pha.” Loi khai cua
Thién Siéu, Thién Minh, Chanh Lac, Lé Khac Quyén,
Vinh Kha, Tran Cong Tho, Tén That Ky; TTLTQG 2
(TP/HCM), PTT/P1CH, HS 8502].

(2) Diém coOn tiét 10 ¢ mot s6 sinh vién, hoc sinh lam
viéc v6i Cong San du dinh ném luu dan va chat nd vao
phéi doan LHQ. Vi vay Diém phai dong ctra cac dai
hoc. Nhung tir tr cac truong sé mé ctra tro lai sau khi
phai doan LHQ roi nudce.

(3) Diém 1ap lai nhitng diéu tuyén bs véi Felt, rang
LLDB da dat dudi quyén diéu dong cua BO TTM.
Twéng Harkins la mot nguoi t6t, nhung mét sd phu ta
cta ong ta khong dugc wa thich; dac biét la Trung ta
Paul Vann.



(4) Vé viéc cai to chinh pha, biét dwa ai vao chinh pha?
Bat ctt ltc nao Diém dé cap dén van dé nay, chang ai
dua ra duoc nhitng tén xiing dang. Hon nita, con van
dé thoi diém rat quan trong. Diém du dinh sé cai to
chinh pht khi hop thoi (at the proper time).

(5) Diém ndi rang néu Lodge c6 mat & Oat-shinh-tan,
hay hoi Colby va Nolting vé Nhu. Nhu khong wa
quyén hanh, nhung c¢é tinh than céi mé va luén ludn
c6 nhiing 10i khuyén t6t cho nhiing ai mudn hoi y kién.
Méi khi gap kho khan, Nhu ludn ludn tim ra mot giai
phap. Colby titng néi véi Diém rang that khong tot khi
ct d€ Nhu song trong thap nga, thay vi phai xuat dau
16 dién nhiéu hon. Nolting cting dong y. Vi ap luc cua
ho ma Nhu da xuat dau 1 dién trudc cong ching.
Nhung dan chiing lai cho rang Nhu mudn tranh doat
quyén hanh, va tiéng xau lai bat dau.

(6) Khi Lodge ding day cao ttt, Diém noéi: Lam on noi
véi Tong thong Kennedy rang tdi la mot dong minh t6t
va thang than [good and frank ally]. Téi mudn boc truc
va giai quyét cac van nan bay gio hon la néi vé chang
sau khi chiing ta da mat tat ca. (Cau nay giong nhu dé
cap dén cudc dao chinh c6 thé xay ra). Noi véi Tong
thong Kennedy rang tdi nghiém ttc ghi nhan nhiing
dé nghi ctia 6ng ta va muon thuec hién chiing nhung chi
con van dé thoi diém (timing).

Lodge bao Diém rang nhitng 16i don vé viéc am sat
Lodge khong lam cho long ngudng mo va tinh ban véi
Diém hay Viét Nam bi anh hwong.!

Tels 841, Priority, 15G00, & 854, Priority, 17G00, 1 Nov 1963,



Theo Lodge, Diém c6 dong nhitng gi da néi véi McNamara,
Taylor, Lodge va Harkins ngay 29/9/1963 [TL 158]: Nhan
vién CIA cap thap dau doc khdng khi bang cach loan tin dao
chinh. Mot trong cac nhan vién nay, Hodges, méi day noi
v6i Bo Tham Muu rang chinh phu dang t& chiic mot cude
biéu tinh trudc toa dai stt. Néu vay, ham doi s6 7 sé do bo.
Diém néi rang Hodges biét nhiéu hon ca Diém, va ké thu sé
loi dung nhiing tin d6n d6. Ngay 23/10, tim thay trén hai ti
thi Viét Cong ké hoach danh Sai Gon néu c6 dao chinh.
Viéc chinh phu My tam ngung vién trg gay thiét hai
cho nd luc chién tranh va cac binh si A/p Chién Luoc.
My hoan toan sai [am khi ngung vién trg cho LLDB.
Chinh B TTM da truc ti€p diéu dong LLDB tan cong
cac chuia ngay 21/8/1963, sau khi cac Tudng cao cap da
tryee tiép noi véi Diém viée nay can thiét.?

* CA-MAU: Tt khoang 11G00, Huynh Vin Cao phai tiép

mot phai doan Ngii Giac Pai My tir Sai Gon xuéng, do

Tuwéng York huwdng dan.3

Sau d¢, bay vé Can Tho.

* SAI-GON, 11G30: André Don ra phi treong tién D6 d6c

Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 199])
pp 516-517 [TL 262], & 514-515 [TL 261]; McNamara, In Retrospect,
(1995), p 82-83. Mt s6 vién chitc Mij, ké cd Colby, cho rang Lodge phdi
Qi CD 841 theo 16i FLASH. Colby, Honorable Men, (NY: 1978), p. 215;
Lost Victory, (1989), p 153.

?Tel 854, Priority, 17G00, 1 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 515 [TL 261]

SHuynh Van Cao, Mgt Kiép Nguwoi. 1993:109-110.



Felt.
12G00: Dodn tro vé Bo Tong Tham Muu, moi nguoi da té
tap dong du.
"Big" Minh cho biét da ra lénh dao chinh sém hon vi
Pai Ta H6 Tan Quyén, Tw 1énh Hai Quan, da bi giét o
Tha Piec.
Colby: “Minh’s action was typical of him—shortsighted,
self-interested, and wrong.” (Lost Victory, (1989), p 154)
Ngay 1/11/1963, ltc 1 gio chiéu, S& CIA Sai Gon bao cdo:
1. LB/PVPTT: 2 tiéu doan, gobm 2500 nguoi. Co 18 thiét giap
M-24, 4 TVX M-114, 4 TVX M-113. Thi€u kinh nghiém chién
dau. Pugc coi nhu trung thanh, du DPén tuyén bd 1 dai doi
bat man; trong khi Albert Thao va Tran Kim Tuyén cho ré“mg
6 2 dai ddi khong trung thanh.
2. Lién Doan Nhdy Dii: Gom 6 tiéu doan, khoang 4800 linh.
Hai tiéu doan ¢ Bién Hoa, 4 tiéu doan trong Biét khu Thu
d6. Theo Bon, mot nira theo dao chinh; Tuyén cho réng cac
TD 5, 1, 6 va 8 khong trung thanh. Nhiéu si quan bat man;
nhung long trung thanh ctia Cao Van Vién c6 nhitng bdo
cdo trai ngwoc nhau.
Theo CIA Sai Gon [viét tat CAS], Tiéu doan trwdng 3, 5, 7 va
8 Du than thiét voi Thiéu ta HO Tiéu, Chi huy phé Lién
doan, chic chin sé theo dao chinh. Tuy nhién, BCH/ TD 3
kém, va c6 thé khong tham du. Tran Kim Tuyén to chirc TD
7.BCH TD 1 va 7 bay t6 sy chdng d6i ché d voi cac ¢d van.
CIA Sai Gon khong dong y vdi Tuyén vé TD 6: TD nay trung
thanh véi ché d6, va Tiéu doan truong sip bi thay ngay
31/10/1963. Ngay 31/10 nay, vi tri cac TD Dunhu sau: TD 1
¢ Hau Nghia; TD 3 cdm quéan ¢ Tan Son Nhat; TD 5 va 7 ¢
Binh Duong; va TD 6 huan luyén tai Ving Tau.
3. Thity Qudn Luc Chién [TQLC]: Gom 4 tiéu doan, 4500
nguoi. TD 1 va 3 ¢ Sai Gon; 2 va 4 ¢ vung IV. Lap treong



Trung ta Lé Nguyén Khang khong rd. Chién doan 2 & My
Tho c6 vé nghiéng vé dao chinh. Theo CAS, TD 2 va 3 ¢ Sai
Gon, TD 1 va4 hanh quan ¢ Binh Duong. Lé Nguyén Khang
bat dau chong ché do tlr ngay dan 4p Phat gido, va dang cho
doi dao chinh, du c6 thé ngdi ngoai. Dai tiy Ma Viét Bang,
TDT/TD 3, va Tran Van Nhut, TDT/TD 1, nghiéng vé dao
chinh.

4. Thiét Gidp: Ngoai don vi & Phu Tong thong, tai Sai Gon c6
Trung d6i 2 cua Pai d6i 1, Thiét doan 2 (5 chién xa M-24) 6
Tan Son Nhat; Trung d6i 3, dai d6i 1, Thiét doan 2 (5 xe M-
24) tai Bo TTM; 2 TVX M-113, 2 M-24 va 6 M-8 tai B Chi
Huy Thiét doan 1 Go Vép; Pai ddi 5 Co gidi cua Thiét doan
1 trong vung Sai Gon; 10 chién xa ctia Thiét doan 1 tai vung
Sai Gon, 5 chién xa ¢ Bién Hoa, va 15 Thiét van xa M-113 &
Go Vap. Pai d6i 5 Co Gidi da theo Thiéu t4 Nguyén Van Tu,
Trung doan trudng TrD 8 & Binh Duong. Chi huy truong
treong TG ¢ Long Hai hira sé dong gop tir 40 tdi 50 xe.
Mot si quan cao cap cua BCH Thiét Gidp noi sé dich than
dan Thiét doan 1 va mét phén ctia don vi Thiét Giap thudc
LD/PVPTT tham dy dao chinh.

5. Lwc Lwong Dic Biét [LLDB]: C6 khoang 1,200 ngwoi. Do
Trung ta Lé Quang Tung chi huy. [Lé Quang Tung la Quan
uy ctia Pang Can Lao]

Mot s si quan LLDB bat man voéi chinh phu; nhung trén
dai thé, ho dwgc coi nhu trung thanh véi ché d¢. Hién 4 dai
doi LLDB khong c6 ¢ Sai Gon.

6. Canh Sit: 4500 canh sat sic phuc; va, 800 canh sat chién
dau. Theo CAS, lyc luong Canh sat khong c6 tinh cach
quyét dinh.

7. Sw doan 5 BB: Dai t& Nguyén Van Thiéu chi huy. 9,200
nguoi. Ca Tuyén va nhan vién CAS ghi nhan Thiéu tham
gia dao chinh.



8. Sw doan 7 BB: Dai t4 PDam c6 thé tham gia dao chinh,
nhung khong chéc. 9,200 nguoi.
CAS cho rang Dam nhu nhuoc va khong hét long. Trung ta
Nguyén Van Tu kha hon. SD 7 chi ¢6 3 tiéu doan luu dong.
9. Khong quin: Khong cé yéu td quyét dinh trong dao chinh.
CAS cho rang Dai t4 Hién trung thanh, nhung nhém
Nguyén Cao Ky va D Khac Mai c6 thé nam quyeén chi huy.
CAS cho rang liee luong KQ rat quan trong trong viéc danh
chiém Dinh Gia Long, hodc ngén chan luc luwong tang vién
phan dao chinh tir Vung IV.
[Cho t6i 1 gio chiéu ngay 1/11/1963, Pon van chua bao cdo
ké hoach hanh quén hay cac don vi tham dw. (FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963 (1991) [Tai liéu 254])

Tha Tw, 30/10/1963:

* Sai-Gon: Harkins gtti cho Washington 3 cong dién, gian

d@ phan d6i thai d ctia Lodge khi dau kin 6ng ta moi su.
Harkins khong mu6n "thay ngwa" qua mau.

- K& hoach dao chinh Diém bi tam thoi dinh hoan; nhung

sau d¢ lai tién hanh.

Tinh dén ngay nay, My c6 16,730 ngwoi tai mién Nam.

(IV:408)

Tht Nam, 31/10/1963:

* Sai-Gon: Lodge huy bo chuyén vé nude nghi.

- Budi chiéu: Don t6i B6 Tw 1énh Quan doan III gap Dinh.
Trudc do, Dai td Lam Van Phat, da duoc Diém phong lam
Tu 1énh Su doan 7, ltic nay sap duwoc sat nhap vao QD IIL.
Dinh ttr choi tiép kién Phat, hen vao mot bira khac. Trong
khi d6, Dinh sai Nguyén Htu C6 xuéng Mj Tho nam Sw
doan 7, d€ néu can chdn duong tién vé thu do caa lyc lugng
Quan doan IV ctaa Thiéu Tudéng Cao, médt tha ha trung
thanh ctia Diém. (NYT, 14/9/1964)



Theo Ton That Dinh, Phat bi nhom si quan tham muu cua
Nguyén Hitu C6 bat giit. (Dinh 1998, tr. 437) Phian Dinh, mai
tdi dém 31/10/1963 maéi duwoc 1énh tir Da Lat vé Sai Gon.
(Pinh 1998, tr. 440-441)
- 17G40: Lodge bao cado vé cac nhom dao chinh.
bang chu y nhat la nhém cac Tuwdng, va nhém Thao/Lang.
Néu nhom Tudng ra tay trudc ho sé thanh cong. Cac Tuong
khong mudn ndi két v6i Thao vi nghi ngo Thao, nhung ho
mudn loi dung nhém Thao/Lang. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963 (1991) [Tai liéu 250])
- 13G30: Cudc dao chinh bat dau.
Lé Quang Tung (Tu lénh Lwc Luong Dac Biét), Cao
Van Vién (Tw lénh Du), Lé Nguyén Khang (Tw lénh
TQLC), Hoang Xuan Lam (Chi huy tredng Dan V@),
Tran Van Tw (Chi huy treong Canh sat D6 thanh) bi
cam tu trong Bo Tong Tham Muu vi phan d6i.
Tai Tan Son Nhat, Trung t4 Nguyén Cao Ky yéu cau
Pai t4 Huynh Htu Hién dau hang. (FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 253]) )
- 13G45: Andre Don dién thoai cho Twdng Richard Stilwell,
Truwdéng Phong 3 MACV, la cac Tudng tu hop o BTTM va
dao chinh bat dau.*
- 14G00: Quan dao chinh, gom 2 tiéu doan D, 2 tiéu doan
TQLC va 30 thiét giap, chiém linh hau hét cic co s6 quan
trong: Ty buu dién, dai phat thanh, Tong nha Giam ddc
Canh Sat, phi truong, Bo Tw 1énh Hai quan, v.. v...
Pham Ngoc Thao va Y si Nguyén Phiic Qué chiéin dwoc Dai
Phat Thanh sau 2 dot tan cong. 16G00, Qué’goi dién thogi cho
D46 Mau, xin chi thi. Mu chi thi cho phdt thanh 107 higu triéu

4FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [tai liéu 251]



cua HDQDCM, néu 1y do phai lam cich mang, kéu goi Digm
diu hang sé dwoc an toan roi nudc, v.. v...(D6 Mdu, 1993:628)
14G00: Harkins cho Lodge biét dao chinh da khoi su.
Khong r6 don vi nao chiém Tong Nha CSCA. TD 3
Du b6 tri tie phi truong téi BTTM. Giao tranh tai Bo
TL/LLDB. (DTG 0106247 Nov Critic. Tel FLASH, Harkins gii Blake,

Gidm doc NSA; (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 505 [TL
251])

15G00: Lodge béo cdo dao chinh bat dau tir lac 13G45.
Quan dao chinh da chiém trung tam truyén tin ctia B& Noi
Vu. Co1éla TQLC.
It c6 nd sung ngoai duong phd.
Dai t4 Tung da bi bat. LLDB ngung ban.
Lién doan Phong vé PTT dang bd tri phong thu. Khéng ¢
tiéng sung no.
Thuén, Thanh (Kinh t€), Lwong (Tai chinh) trong Toa
Dai s Italia.
103 xe cho linh vao Sai Gon qua cau Bién Hoa.
Tung, Vién, Khang, Tu, Hién bi bat & BTTM. Pai ta
HO6 Tan Quyeén bi giét.
Cac Tudng goi dién thoai cho Diém nhiéu lan, hita
cho roi nwdc an toan trong vong 1 gio, nhung khong
goi duoc. Bon nodi sé cho doc tuyén cdo trong radio.
Quan nhan va My kiéu dwgc 1énh khong ra duong
phd. (Tel 842, FLASH, 1 Nov 1963, Lodge gui BNG; FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp 506-7 [TL 253])

- 15G15: Hai chién dau co AD-6 xuat hién trén khong phan

Sai Gon, khoang 10,000 bd.

[Khodng 15G34]: Tit BO TTM, Trung ta Conein bao cao:
Nhitng nguoi sau bi bat gitt 6 BO TTM: Pai ta Tung,
GDCS D6 thanh Tu, Dai ta Huynh Hiru Hién, Dai ta



Cao Van Vién, Trung ta Lé Nguyén Khang, Trung t4
Hoang Xuan Lam (Chi huy truong Bao An-Dan V§é).
Dai ta HO Tan Quyén, Tw 1énh HQ, bi giét.5
Trong cudc phong van ngay 11/10/1984 va 14/4/1984,
Conein néi Nhu c6 dm muwu dé cieu vin ché' dp Diém:
Truwdc hét, t6 chire mgt cudc noi day gid ciia CS, chiéin toa
dai sit, bat giir cdc vién chiec Mij. Sau d6, nhitng lwc long
trung thanh cua Dinh sé phdn ddo chinh. Nhwng Dinh da
nga theo dao chinh, tiét 1o ké’hoach ctia Nhu. Cic Twong
ben twong ké; twu ké; “double bumped” Nhu. Khi cudc dio
chinh bat ddu, Nhu vdn tin rang dé la cudc ddo chinh gid
do Dinh chu trirong.”
- 15G30: Diém dién thoai cho Don, diegc Don thong bdo tin ddo chinh;
va yéu ciu 1én dai phdt thanh tuyén bo' diu hang.
Nhu va Digm c6 ging lién lac véi Dinh, nhing khong c6 hoi dm.
- 15G35: Giao tranh gin Dinh Gia Long.
Phdo binh SD 5 ciing phdo kich lién tuc thanh Cong Hoa, do
Lién Doan Phong V¢ Phii Tong Thong trin giir. (Tel Critic 6, 1 Nov
1963, Conein giri NSA; (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 511
[TL 256]).

- Tir B) TTM, Conein bio tin Dinh Gia Long giri cong dién cho
SD 21, QP Il va I, cho biét dang co ddo chinh, nhung nhitng ké
phdn loan da bi bit giir.”
Conein bdo cdo tai BTTM c6 Big Minh, Little Minh, Khiém, Kim,
Lé va Chiéu.

5Tel FLASH, Conein guii Blake, Gidam d6c NSA; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 505-6. [TL 252]

SFRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 505-506,506n3 [TL 251],
252]

"Tel Critic 6, 1 Nov 1963, Conein guti NSA; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec
1963, (1991), p 511 [TL 256]



Mot nhém chinh khich din sw xudt hign tai ddy.

Sting n6 dir dji ¢ ving ldn cdn Toa Dai sir. Phong khong
HQ bén lén phi co.

Qudn ddao chinh da chiém Bién Hoa.

Cidc Twong da thu dm loi hiéu triéu, nhwng chwa phat
thanh dwoc vi mot tram phdt tuyén h. (Tel Critic 8, 1 Nov

1963, Conein givi NSA; (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991),
pp 511-12 [TL 257]).

16G00: Lodge bio cio cdc Twéng tir chéi lien lac tryec tiép véi Diém
dé’trao toi hdu thue.
Néu Lodge mudn, My c6 thé chuyén t6i hdu thiw cho Digm.
Lodge dinh nho XLTV Khdm sit Vatican.
Cudc tin cong biang khong lyec va by binh vao Thanh Cong Hoa
bit diu. (Tel FLASH 853, 1 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 510 [TL 255]).
- 16G30: Hgi dong Cdach Mang phdt thanh 101 higu trigu.
- 15G15: Hai chién dau co AD-6 xuat hién trén khong phan
Sai Gon, khoang 10,000 bd.
- 15G30: Diém dién thoai cho André Don, dugc Don thong
bao tin dao chinh; va yéu cau 1én dai phat thanh tuyén bd
dau hang.
Nhu va Diém c8 gang lién lac véi Dinh, nhung khéng
c6 hoi am.
- 15G30: Giao tranh gan Dinh Gia Long.
Phao binh SD 5 cling phéo kich lién tuc thanh Cong
Hoa, do Lién Poan Phong Vé Phu Téng Thong trdn
gite.



- Tt B6 TTM, Trung ta Lucien Conein bao tin Dinh Gia
Long gui cong dién cho SP 21, Qb Il va I, cho biét dang
c6 dao chinh, nhung nhiing ké phan loan da bi bat gi.*

- 16G00: Nguyén Cao Ky cho 1énh hai phi co khu truc T-28
ban hoa tién vao Thanh Cong Hoa.
- Lodge béo cdo cac tudng tir choi giao t6i hau thw tryc tiép
cho Dinh Gia Long, va nho Toa Dai st gitip stec.
Lodge du dinh nho dai dién Vatican lam trung gian.’
- 16G30: Hoi dong Cach Mang phat thanh 16i hiéu triéu.
- 16G30: Diém goi dién thoai cho Lodge, yéu cau cho biét
lap treong caa My.
Diém: Vai don vi dang lam loan va t6i mudn biét: Thdi
d6 ciia nuwoc Mij ra sao?
Lodge: Téi khong cdm thdy dwoc thong bdo diy di dé
6 thé'trd 10i 6ng. Toi nghe tiéng siing, nhung téi khong
biét r6 moi dit kién. Vi lai bdy gio ld 4 gio rudi sdng ¢
Washington va chinh phi Mij khé thé c6 mdt quan
diém.
Diém: Nhung 6ng phai c6 mot y chung chung ndao do.
Quan trong nhit, toi la chii mot nuée. Toi dd co ging
thi hdanh bon phdn cia minh. Téi muoén lam nhiing gi
mad bon phdn va 1é thuong tinh doi hoi. Téi tin tudng &
bon phdn trén hét.

8Tel 6 Critic Flash, CAS Saigon gtti Washington; nhan lac 3:40
AM EST [16G40 VN]; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 511
[TL 256]

9FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 256]



Lodge: Chdc chin 6ng di lam bon phdn ciia 6ng. Nhu
t6i dda néi voi 6ng sang nay, téi nguong mo long can
dam va sy dong gop 16n lao ciia ong vdi dit nude ong.
Khong ai cé thé'ldy di nhiing diéu tot ong da lam. Bay
gi0 téi lo ngai cho sy an toan thé'xdc 6ng. Toi duoc bdo
cdo rang nhitng nguoi cam ddu dé nghi cho 6ng va em
ong an todn roi nuéc néu ong tiv chitc. Ong da nghe
chua?

Di¢m: Chua. (R6i sau mot ltc ngap ngting) Ong c6 s6°
dién thoai ciia toi.

Lodge: Ving. Néu téi cé thé giiip gi cho sy an todn thé
xdc cua ong, xin goi toi.

Diém: Toi dang c6'tdi ldp trat tu.

This document records President Diem's last phone
conversation with Ambassador Lodge. Diem asks what is the
attitude of the United States toward the coup plot and Lodge
replies, disingenuously, that he does not feel well-enough
informed to say what the U.S. position actually is.

Kennedy loyalists and administration participants have
argued that the President had nothing to do with the murders,
while some have charged Kennedy with, in effect, conspiring to
kill Diem. When the coup did begin the security precautions
taken by the South Vietnamese generals included giving the U.S.

10Tel 860, 1 Nov 1963, Lodge givi BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec
1963, (1991) p 513 [TL 259]; Department of State, John M. Dunn,
Memorandum for the Record, November 1, 1963; Gerald R. Ford
Library: Gerald R. Ford Papers: National Security Adviser's Files: NSC
Convenience File, box 6, folder: Henry Cabot Lodge, inc. Diem (2);
United States-Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967, (1971) Bk 3, pp 57-58.



m

embassy only four minutes warning, and then cutting off
telephone service to the American military advisory group.
The weight of evidence therefore supports the view that
President Kennedy did not conspire in the death of Diem.
Howeuver, there is also the exceedingly strange transcript of
Diem'’s final phone conversation with Lodge on the afternoon of
the coup, which carries the impression that Diem is being
abandoned by the U.S. Whether this represents Lodge's
contribution, or JFK's wishes, is not apparent from the evidence

available today.
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB101/photo.ht

- Cac Tudng thay phién nhau dién thoai cho Diém sau khi
Diém dién thoai cho Lodge.

Theo Don, Nhu khuyén Diém khong tit chite. Lodge
nhan xét rang diéu nay chiing to Nhu la "mot thién tai
ac qui trong doi Diém [brother Nhu proves to be the evil
genius in Diem’s life]."!!

- 17G00: Toa Pai st bao cao:

Theo 101 Conein, cac Tudng dao chinh lién tiép goi dién
thoai yéu cau Diém dau hang.

Diém ttr chdi nghe dién thoai, giao cho Nhu thuong
thuyét. "Big" Minh, Nguyén Van La, Tam, Tran Tt Oai,
va Ngoc (?), r6i Trung t4 Hoang Xuan Lam, Trung ta
Khang, Trung ta Khwong déu ndi chuyén véi Nhu. Bé
uy hiép, cac Tuéng bat Tung ndi chuyén dién thoai véi
Nhu, thong bao da bi bat. Sau d6, mang Tung di giét.

1Tel CAS 2191, gri BNG, 4/11/1963, FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec

1963, (1991) p 559 [TL 290].


http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB101/photo.htm
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Minh néi v6i Nhu néu khong dau hang trong vong 5
phut, sé cho lénh oanh tac dinh Gia Long. Sau d6, Minh
cat dién thoai. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p
[TL258])

- Diém ra hiéu triéu kéu goi cdc Tudng lanh va quan si

trung thanh tdi giai ctru.
Khong ai dap ung.

- 17G10: Dai phat thanh loan tin Diém da tit chttc.

- 17G15: Minh lai goi dién thoai cho Diém.

Diém gac may, khong tiép chuyén. Day c6 1& d€ tra loi
cho ban tuyén cdo trén dai phat thanh.

- 18G25: Harkins bédo cdo dan ching kéo ra day duong.
Linh My duoc 1énh khong xuat hién trén duong phd.
(FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 267])

- 18G53: CAS béo céo theo Big Minh, cac don vi bat dau tan

cong dinh Gia Long; hy vong chiém dinh lac 19G00.

Cac Tudng hy vong My sé cong nhan ch€ do méi cang
sém cang t6t. Quan do6i chi nam quyén vai ba ngay, sau
s& ban giao cho dan su. N6 luc chuyén giao cho dan sw
trong 1 tuan 1é.

- 20G00 [21G00?]: Diém va Nhu dwgc Cao Xuan Vy, lanh

tu Thanh Nién Cong Hoa (5 sao), dan xép ra khéi Dinh Gia

Long bang xe hoi.

Toi tre dinh Pai ta Cao Van Vién, Tu 1énh Du, xin bao
vé nhung bi tir chdi. Hai anh em Diém-Nhu vao Chg
Lon; téi an nau ¢ nha Ma Tuyén, Phé thu lanh TNCH

12Tel CAS 3, Sai Gon gri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991), pp 512n2 [TL258], 533 [phan tng cta Kennedy khi nghe tin
Diém chét; TL274].



(4 sao), cling mot "trum" nguoi Viét géc Hoa. Sau do,

V¥ bo di goi dién thoai (?). Ma Tuyén dua Diém va

Nhu sang nha tho cha Tam. (Phéng vén dién thoai Huynh

Vén Lang, 8/1999)

Theo Ton That Dinh, Dinh, Khiém va Pé6n da mo cho

Diém va Nhu mot 16i thoat dé chay khoi Dinh Gia

Long. (Dinh, 1998, tr. 445) Nhung Diém va Nhu lai chon

nha Ma Tuyén, noi bi tinh nghi la trung tam lién lac véi

Cong San. (Ibid., tr. 443-44)

Theo Tran Van Don néi véi Lodge, Diém da tron khoi
Dinh Gia Long, téi mot dia diém chon s&n trong Cho Ldn,
tir day co thé dién thoai va lién lac véi bén ngoai. Pon va
nhittng nguoi cha truwong dao chinh déu mudn cho Diém
va Nhu roi nwéce. Boi thé da cung cap thiét van xa dén ho
hau tranh canh ho bi dan chung xt t bﬁng bao luwc dam
doéng. (Tel 913, 4/11/1963, Lodge gtri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991), p 559 [TL290])

- 21G00: Phao binh va thiét gidp dao chinh ban phé thanh
Cong Hoa va Dinh Gia Long.

* CAN-THO: Cao lién lac v6i Hoi dong tudng lanh. (Cao
1992, tr. 111)

- T6i: Cao ra tuyén cdo ung ho cach mang. (Cao 1992, tr. 112)
* HA-NQI: Dai Tiéng N6i Viét Nam nhan dinh:

Cudc dao chinh do My td chite, mét khi da giai quyét xong

Ng6 Pinh Diém, mudn tdng gia su ki€ém soat mién Nam dé€

leo thang cudc chién tranh xam luwoc ma ching da that bai

nang ne.
* WARSAW: C6 tin 1anh dao CS Poland muén lam trung
gian hoa giai st hiém khich Nga S6-Trung Cong.

Cac nha ngoai giao Poland ¢ Bac Kinh va Mat-sco-va da

dugc chi thi xtc tién cdng tac nay. Co nhiéu trién vong tot



dep sau 10i kéu goi ngay Thit Bay tuan trudc cua Thu tudng
Khrushchev la hai phe nén ngitng nhitng cudc cong kich.
(Paul Undrewood, “Poles Try To End Soviet-China Rift;” NYT,
3/11/1963) [Xem 5/11/1963]

* BEVERLY HILLS, CA: Lé Xuéan ra tuyén cao vé tin dao
chinh.

Lén an viéc phan boi caa My: My da khuyén khich va

ding sau lung cudc ndi loan quan su tai Nam Viét

Nam [inciting and backing the military revolt in South

Vietnam]. (NYT, 3/11/1963) [Xem 5/11/1963]

Oat-shinh-tan: Hop Ban tham muu ANQG.

Forrestal nghi rang day 1a mot cudc dao chinh t& chitc
rat tot. Bundy cho biét Diém van ti tht trong Dinh Gia
Long; va cac Tuéng chuwa mudn tan cong, cho Diém roi
nudc. (Memo 1/11/1963, Daily WH meeting, 8 am EST; FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 518 [TL263])

10G00-12G15 [22G00-00G15, 2/11/1963, VN]: Kennedy
cht toa phién hop HDANQG.

10G50 [22G50]: Rusk cho Lodge biét Tri Quang c6 thé
tw do vé lai chua.

Theo Conein, cac Tudéng mudn Tri Quang tham gia noi
cac. Tuy nhién, BNG chi muén gitt Tri Quang nhu ¢ van
vé Phat Gido, vi so phan ting cua gioéi Ki-t0. (FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 519-20 [TL])

Rusk chi thi Lodge c6 van cac Tudng nén nhan manh
viéc Nhu ve van Cong San [dickering with Communists to betray

anti-Communist cause] d€ tao thién cam voi du luan My. (FRUS,
1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 521 [TL])
- Cac Twong thay phién nhau dién thoai cho Diém.



Theo Don, Nhu khuyén Diém khong tie chirc. Theo Lodge, diéu
nay chikng t06 Nhu la “m@t thién tai dc qui trong doi Diém.”
(FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 539 [TL ]).

- 17G00: Co quan CIA Sai Gon bido cdo:
Theo loi Conein, cic Twéng ddo chinh lién tiép goi dién thoai
yéu cau Diém dau hang.
Diém tir choi nghe dién thoai, giao cho Nhu thwong thuyét. "Big”
Minh, N guy(?n Van La, Tam, Tran Tw Oai, va Ngoc (?), r6i
Trung ta Hoang Xudn Lam, Trung td Khang, Trung ta Khwong
déu néi chuyén v6i Nhu. D uy hiép, cic Twéng chia siing bit
Tung noi chuyén dién thoai voi Nhu, thong bdo da bi bit. Sau do,
mang Tung di giét.
Minh muén néi chuyén véi Digm, nhwng chi gap Nhu. Minh
noi néu Digm va Nhu khong tir chirc, didu hang trong vong 5
phiit, sé cho Iénh oanh tac dinh Gia Long. Sau do, Minh cdt dién

thogi. (Tel 2 DTG, 1 Nov 1963, CAS guri NSA; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 512 [TL258]).

Theo Conein, Minh goi lai Diém mot [an nita, nhung Diém
gac dién thoai. Luc 17G13, Minh cho 1énh oanh tac Dinh
Gia LOl’Ig. (Tel 3 DTG, 1 Nov 1963, CAS guiri NSA; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 512n2 [TL258])
- 17G10: Dai phat thanh Sai Gon loan tin Diém da tir chikc.
- 17G15: Minh lai goi dién thoai cho Diém.
Dig¢m gic mdy, khong tiép chuyén. Ddy c6 1e dé’tra 10i cho ban tuyén
cdo trén dai phdt thanh. (Tel 3 DTG, 1 Nov 1963, CAS guri NSA; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 512n2 [TL258]))
18G25: Harkins bdo cdo:
Chi nhdn dwoc tin dao chinh 4 phiit trieéc khi khoi sw ma
khong phdi 4 gi0. Sdng, cing Don ra tién Felt & phi truong,
r6i di dn trwa. Tro vé vin phong, liic 13G45, Stillwell bio
cdo vira nhan dwoc dién thoai ciia Pon, néi ddo chinh bat
diu. Duing liic nay nghe tiéng siing no.



Khong quén Viét Nam tin cong Thanh Cong Hoa. Hoa tién
lac sang nha TQLC My, nhung v sw. (IV:522)
Harkins néi chuyén vdi Lodge. Lodge cho biét méi néi
chuyén véi Don. Cac Twéng dang tiép xiic Diém, yéu ciu
Diém tir chirc. Don va Minh hiva cho Diém va Nhu an toan,
va roi nwéc néu ho tir chikc.
Co tin Dai ta Quyén (HQ) da bi giét sing nay. Nhay Du
chiém BTL/HQ, don moi nguwoi xudng tau diea ra cudi song.
Qudn VNCH dd chiéin Ty Bwu dién va Nha Tong Gidgm Ddc
CSCA.
Sdang nay, Don néi véi Felt va Harkins la sé chuyén 2 tiéu
doan Dii di Tdy Ninh. Thuec ra, di chuyén vao Sai Gon. Hién
c62 TP Du, 2 TDb TQLC, 2 TD B6 Binh, 1 tiéu doan Du va
bg binh tir Viing Tau ve.
Din chuing kéo ra day dwong.
Linh Myj dwoc lénh khong xudt hién trén dwong pho.
Hinh nhw c6 tiéng xe ting di dong. (Tel MAC J0O 8512, 1 Nov
1963, Harkins gui JCS; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
pp 522-523 [TL 267])

- 18G53: CAS bdo cdo theo Big Minh, cdc don vi bt diu tin cong dinh

Gia Long; hy vong chiém dinh liic 19G00.
Cidc Twong hy vong My sé cong nhin ché’dj moi cang som cang
tot. Quan dgi chi ndm quyén vai ba ngay, sau sé ban giao cho déin
sw. NG lwc chuyén giao cho din sw trong 1 tuin 6.
Kh cugc ddo chinh hoan tat, cd Ié vao toi nay, cic Twong sé dén
Toa Dai sit moi Tri Quang tham dw chinh phu. (DTG 011053Z,
Flash, 1 Nov 1963, CIA Sai Gon giri CIA; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991), pp 514 [TL260]).

20G00 [21G00?]: Digm va Nhu ra khéi Dinh Gia Long bang xe hoi.
C6 tin Cao Xudn Vi, lanh tu Thanh Nién Cong Hoa (5 sao), dan
xép.



T6i tw dinh Dai ta Cao Van Vién, Tw Iénh Nhay Du, xin bdo vé
nhuwng bi tiv choi. Hai anh Diém sau d6 vao Cho Lén; t6i dn niu
0 nha Mda Tuyén, Pho thi lanh TNCH (4 sao), ciing mgt "trium”
nguoi Vigt goc Hoa. Sau do, Vij bo di goi dién thoai (?). Md Tuyén
diwea Digm va Nhu sang nha tho cha Tam. (Phong van dién thogi
Huynh Vin Lang, 8/1999)
Lai c6 tin nguwoi dwa anh em Diém Nhu ra khoi Dinh Gia Long la
mot si quan Thiét Gidp, méi dwopc b6 sung vé LLPV/PTT.
Theo Tén Thit Binh, Dinh, Khiém va Pon dd mé cho Diém va
Nhu m@t 167 thodt dé chay khoi Dinh Gia Long. (Dinh, 1998, tr.
445) Nhung Diém va Nhu lai chon nha Ma Tuyén, noi bi tinh
nghi la trung tam lién lac véi Cong San. (Ibid., tr. 443-44)
Theo Trin Vin Don néi véi Lodge, Di¢m da tron khoi Dinh Gia
Long, t6i mot dia diém chon sin trong Cho Ldn, tiv ddy c6 thé dién
thoai va lién lac voi bén ngoai. Don va nhitng nguoi chii triong
ddo chinh déu mudn cho Diém va Nhu roi niweéc. Boi thé'da cung
cip thiét vin xa don ho hidu tranh canh ho bi dian ching xir tir
bﬁng bao lwc dim dong. (FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991), pp 559 [TL260]).
- 21G00: Minh yéu ciu cic Twéng Ta hoi tierng ngueoi ai theo ddo chinh,
ai theo Diém.
Cao Vin Vién khong theo. [629] (Vo Vién va La rat thin voi Lé
Xudn. Vo La la thién xa thit hai cua Lwc lwong Phu nit ban quin
sw,” chi thua Ng6 Dinh L¢ Thuy. [629-30]
Phdo binh va thiét gidp ddo chinh bin phd thanh Céng Hoa va Dinh
Gia Long.
- 22G00: Twong Minh cho Iénh cic Twong Ta ddo chinh xung tén trén
dai phdt thanh.
Nhu b6 y dinh vé mién Tay. Digm néi Nhu khong nén xa minh,
sé bi giét. (Mdu, 1993:622)
- 22G00: Diém goi dién thoai vé Bo TTM, gap Minh.
Diém déng y ra di, nhung véi nghi 1& quan cach. Minh



chi dong y cho ra di am tham. (Mdu, 1993:623)
* HA-NOI: Dai Tiéng N6i Viét Nam nhdn dinh:
Cudc ddo chinh do My t6' chirc, mgt khi da gidi quyét xong Ngo
Dinh Diém, mudn tang gia sw kiém sodt mién Nam dé’ gia ting
cwong dg cugc chién tranh xam liegc ma chiing da thit bai nang
ne.
* WARSAW: C6 tin lanh dgo CS Poland mudn lam trung gian hoa
Qidi sy hiém khich Nga S6-Trung Cong.
Cdc nha ngogi giao Poland & Bic Kinh va Mat-sco-va di duwgc chi
thi xiic tiéh cong tdc nay. C6 nhiéu trién vong tot dep sau 107 kéu
goi ngay Thir Bay tudn trwdc cua Thu twong Khrushchev la hai
phe nén ngirng nhirng cudc cong kich. (Paul Underwood, “Poles
Try To End Soviet-China Rift;” NYT, 3/11/1963) [Xem 5/11/1963]
* BEVERLY HILLS, CA: L¢ Xudn ra tuyén cio vé tin dio chinh.
Lén dn viéc phan boi ciia My: My da khuyén khich va ditng sau
lung cudc néi logn quan sw tai Nam Viét Nam [inciting and
backing the military revolt in South Vietnam]. (NYT, 3/11/1963)
[Xem 5/11/1963]
* OAT—SHINH—TAN, 08G00: Bundy hop Ban Tham muu
HD/ ANQG.
Khen ngoi nhitng ngwoi lam dao chinh.
Diém van ¢ thu, cac Tudng chua mudn vao két thuc. Ho hy vong
cho Diém ra di. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 518
[TL263])

10G00-10G50 [21G00-21G50 VN]: Kennedy hop cac ¢§ van.

Ho da thttc tit sang som, theo dodi cong dién bao cdo.
Memorandum of Conference with the President, November

1, 1963, 10:00 AM; JFKL: JEKP: National Security File, Meetings
& Memoranda series, box 317, folder: Meetings on Vietnam
11/1/63-11/2/63 [President Kennedy is briefed on coup forces
and on the progress of the coup thus far, which appears to
be (and is) going against President Diem. Secretary Rusk



and CIA director McCone advise on relevant matters for
U.S. action and Secretary McNamara comments on public
relations aspects of the situation].
10G50: Rusk thong bio cho Lodge: Néu dao chinh thanh cong, viéc
céng nhin cé thé'bi dinh hoin it ngay. (Tel 673, 1 Nov 1963, Rusk giri
Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 519-520 [TL265])
10G55-11G29: Kennedy d 1€ Toan Thanh [Toussaints] tai nha tho
Holy Trinity Church.
11G29-12G15: Kennedy lai hop.
12GO01: Rusk néi chuyén dién thoai véi Fulbright.
Rusk noi cugc ddo chinh cé vé thanh cong. My biét chi tiét t6i
thiéu vé nhirng dién bién.
Fulbright hoi Rusk cé mudn ra diéu tran trieéc UBNG Thuong
Vién. Rusk ndi c6 thé chiéu nay hay ngay mai. Mudn biét thém
chi tiét.
Ngay 5/11/1963, Rusk va Hilsman maoi ra trueéc Quoc Hoi.
(IV:573)
12G04: Rusk chi thi Lodge nén thong bdo cic Twong khai thdc chi tiét
Nhu “dickering” [mdc ca mot cdich gian xao = dinh tiéu lon] véi CS.
Chi tiét nay givip viéc cong nhin dé dang hon. (Tel 674, 1 Nov
1963, Rusk giri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
pp 519-520 [TL266])
Liic 13G52, BNG nhdn dwoc Tel 871 tir Sai Gon, theo do cdc
Tuwéng da dwoc thong bdo diéu nay. (1V:521n2)

Tht Bay, 2/11/1963:
SAI-GON, 00G00: Dinh phéng thich ti1 nhan trong trai Lé
Van Duyét va So Thu.
C6 Dai uy Dinh Thach Bich, Tran Phong, Nguyén S§
Té Vu Van Lé, v.. v... (Mdu, 1993:628)
2G50 sang [13G50 Oat-shing-tan]: Lodge bdo cdo chinh phii ldm
thoi Nguyén Ngoc Tho sé tie 3 t6i 5 thing.



Sau dé sé biau Qudoc Hpi, chon Téng thong. Phé Thi tuéng la
Phan Huy Quat hay Tran Vin Ly. B6 QP kiém TTMT: Trian Vin
Don; Noi Vu: Dinh; Thong Tin, Oai; Thanh Nién va Gido Duc,
Trian Vian Minh; Ngoai trwong, Vii Vin Mau; Cong chinh, Trin
Lé Quang. Dai sir tai Myj: Tran Vin Chirong.
Dinh dang ¢ Dinh Gia Long, thuyét phuc don vi BDQ theo Di¢m.
Chinh phi lam thoi sé tuyén bo'muc tiéu hang dau la chong Cong.
(Tel Critic 15, 2 Nov 1963, Lodge giti BNG; 1V:523n2)
[Liic 18G53 ngay 1/11, tirc 5G53 ngay 2/11 VN Rusk khen ngoi
thanh phiin chinh phii c6 vé coi duoc.
Quan trong nhat la thii dj ciia quoc té’ cung dw ludn QH va din
My. Dua ra 7 diém hweéng din:
Hay chitng minh bing thuc t&'la dang ddy manh cudc chién
Tra thit 6 mikc t6i thiéu
Cho gia dinh ho Ng0 ra di an toan
Doi xik nhdn dao véi ti nhin
Kiém duyét bio chi vira phdi
Gidi nghiém cang ngin cang tot.
Tuyén bd ngay viec VNCH tudn thu nhitng qui wéc quoc té va
mong noi lai bang giao véi tat cd cic nwéc ban. (Tel 678, 1 Nov
1963, BNG guri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp
523-524 [TL268])
[Liic 20G47 ngay 1/11, tirc 7G47 ngay 2/11 VN, Rusk thong bio
9G15 hom sau [20G15 ngay 2/1 VN], Kennedy sé hop cdc c6 vin.
Mudn nghe dé nghi ciia Lodge vé vin dé cong nhdn. Theo Rusk,
cin ¢6 vai nwdc ban nhin nhin truéc. Thém nita, phdi chitng
minh rang chinh phii cach mang dwoc toan thé'dan chiing va quan
dgi yém tro, khong phai do thugt [trick] ciia ngogi bang.
(Tel 683, 1 Nov 1963, BNG gui Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991), pp 525-526 [TL269])

- 12G00: Lodge yéu ciu cong nhan ngay. Din chiing trén dwong phd’

oui mirng hon cd 16 Tét.
Trén duwong Lodge t6i Toa Dai sit, ddn chiing vd tay hoan nghénh.



Xe ting dwoc din chiing choang vong hoa, va cdc binh si dugc
din chiing khen ngoi, ¢6 vé. Tai cong trwong Mé Linh, c6 tugng
Hai Ba Trung phong theo khuon mdt hai me con L¢ Xuin, dam
dong dang tranh nhau phd twong. (Tel 875, 2 Nov 1963, Lodge giri
BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL270]) 526-27 [Doc
270]; Mdu 1993, tr. 634-35)

Liic 18G36, Harkins ciing bdo cdo din chiing rit vui mirng. Lién
hé gitea dan chiing va qudn nhan tuyét hdo. Din mang thyc phim
cho linh tham dw ddo chinh.
Co trom cuop tai san mot s0'tw gia va tru so bao Times of Vietnam,
tiem sich Xudn Thu, tru so Hoi PNLD, nha By trieong Hiéu
(CDV), Lwong (N¢i Vu), Trinh (GD), va vai lanh ty TNCH. Cdc
hoc sinh, sinh vién dan ddu nhitng cudc tdn cong nay. Canh Sat
khong lam viéc. Minh va HDQNCM phadi sir dung quin dgi, QC
va ANQD bdo v¢ trit tw. Budi sing cé 3 cudc biéu tinh tw phit
lom. (Tel MACJ-3 8573, Nov 2, 1963, Hrakins giri BTTMLQ; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 542-544 [Doc 282])
3G00 sdng: Dén dwoc thong bido anh em Diém Nhu da tdu thodt khéi
Dinh Gia Long.
- 3G30: Thiét gidp lai tdn cong Dinh Gia Long.
- 5G00: Dwoi dp lwc ctia cic canh quin dwéi quyén Pham Ngoc Thao,
Dinh Gia Long kéo co trang dau hang.
- 6G00: Harkins bao cao tinh hinh:
C6 dau hiéu cudc dao chinh thanh cong.
Dan ching ¢ trong nha, ton trong lénh gidi nghiém.
Khong cé cuedp boc [looting].
R4t it canh sat mac sac phuc.
Theo Dai Phat Thanh Sai Gon, nhitng don vi sau da
theo dao chinh:
Khoéng Quan (Pai ta Huynh Hiru Hién)
Hai Quéan (Pai td Chung Tan Cang, cuu Tu 1énh giang
thuyén)



LLDB (Trung t4 Lé QuangTriéu)

Si quan cao cdp Biét Khu Thu D6 (ngoai trir La)

Lién Boan Du (Vién)

L& doan TQLC (Trung ta Khang)

Tuy nhién, khong c6 gi chac chan.

Thiéu ta Tw, Tinh trudng Binh Duong kiém Trb trudng
TrD 8.

B6 treong Nguyén Dinh Thuan, Nguyén Luwong (Tai
chinh), Hoang Tat Thanh (Kinh té). [C6 tin tron trong
Toa Pai st Italia]

Minh tuyén bd sé chon Tho lam Thu tudng. Tho va cac

bo trrong da nap don xin tir chirc. (Tel MAC J-3 8573, Nov
2, 1963, Harkins guii JGS; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp
528-531 [TL272])

- 6G20: Dai tiy D6 Tho thong bao cho D6 Mau biét Diém va
Nhu da mat tich. (Mdu 1993:633)
- Theo tin MACV, Diém goi dién thoai cho Bon luc 6G20,
dé nghi dwgc dau hang trong danh dy. Diém xin dwgc an
toan tdi phi treong va roi nuedc cung Nhu.
Minh déng y va dan x&p ngung ban tai Dinh Gia Long.
(Tel CAS 18, 2 Nov 1963, Sai Gon gti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 525n2 [TL258]))

- Thao tim bit Diém-Nhu trong cac biét thir 6 Cho Lon va
Sai Gon, va roi tu gia Ma Tuyén, nhung hai nguoi da roi
qua chd trt an khac.
6G40: Theo cong dién caia MACYV, Diém va Nhu da bi
bét. (Tel MACV Critic 5, 2 Nov 1963, Harkins gui JGS; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 525n5 [TL258]))
- 6G45: Digm dién thoai cho Khiém, thong bdo cho dang ldn tron, va
xin che ché. (?)
- 7G00: Bon cho "Big" Minh biét chd trd 4n ctia Diém.



Minh sai Tuéng Mai Hitu Xuéan, Pai t4 Duong Ngoc Lam,
Thiéu ta Duwong Hiéu Nghia, Dai iy Phan Hoa [Francois]
Hiép, va Dai uy Nguyén Vian Nhung, can vé ctia Minh, dén
mang vé B¢ Tong Tham Muu.
[Theo McNamara, doan xe di bit Diém c6 2 xe jeep va 1 thiét vin
xa. Cd hai bi ddy vao TVX, r6i bi tréi tay. Cd hai bi bin chét. Nhu
con bi dam it dao; McNamara, 1995:84.
D4 Mdu chong lai viée giét Digm. Nguyén Ngoc Lé néi "nhd’ co
phdi nhd'tin ré.” Pham Xudn Chiéu ciing tirng cd v kién twong
te. (Mdau 1993:634)
- DBai phat thanh loan tin Cach Mang da chiém dwoc Dinh
Gia Long.
- 8G30: Diém va Nhu chi con 1a hai t thi trong chiéc thiét
van xa tir nha tho Cha Tam vé Bo Téng Tham Muu.
DPai phat thanh Sai Gon loan tin Diém va Nhu tu tt.
(NYT, 3/11/1963)
Maxwell Taylor dwa ra nhan xét la “co ve khong binh
thuwong khi tw ban va dam dao khi hai tay bi tréi vé
phia sau; Memo, 2 Nov 1963; JEKL, NSF; quoted in McNamara,
1995:84, 362n50]
Theo André DBon, Minh c¢6 1€ cho 1énh giét Diém va Nhu.
Sau nay, Thiéu T4 Nhung, can vé cua Minh va bi tinh nghi
la tht pham, "treo c6" ty tix trong trai Hoang Hoa Tham.
Theo 161 Don, nam 1967, Dai ta Nguyén Van Quan tiét 10
chinh Thiéu t4 Duong Hiéu Nghia diing tiéu lién ban xa vao
anh em Diém trong thung Thiét van xa; Nhung dung dao
gam boi thém cho chac. Twéng Nguyén Chanh Thi ciing cho
rang Nghia giét Diém (tiép xtic ngay 7/7/1992). Nhung Dai
td Nghia phu nhan.
Twéng Dinh ghi nhan Minh ¢ ké hoach giét Diém, va Dai
ty Nhung la tha pham. (Dinh 1998:454-455)



In the wake of the coup against Diem and the assassination
of the Saigon leader and his brother, many observers have
wrestled with the question of President Kennedy's involvement
in the murders.

In 1975 the Church Committee investigating CIA
assassination programs investigated the Diem coup as one of its
cases. United States Congress, Senate (94th Congress, 1st
Session). Select Committee to Study Governmental Activities with
Respect to Intelligence, Interim Report: Alleged Assassination Plots

Involving Foreign Leaders. Washington: Government Printing
Office, 1975.

10G42: Harkins bdo cdo: Ché€ d6 Cong Hoa khong con ton

tai ntra.
Dinh Gia Long dau hang ltc 6G00. Diém chdng cy dén
cudi. Lac 6G00, Diém con khuyén Pinh dau hang.
(FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 534,534n5 [TL258])
Ttr t6i 1/11, bat dau tén cong. Liec lwong phong tht 6
khoang 1,000 ngwoi va 4 thiét giap. Khoang 5 thiét giap
bi chdy quanh Dinh Gia Long. Dinh, C6 va Thi¢u la ba
[3] khudn mat tru c6t. Thiéu chi huy lyc luwong tan cong
Dinh Gia Long, véi TD 4 TQLC va moét sd don vi ctua
Trb 11. Ca Thiéu va Cé déu da duoc phong Tudng.
Tho la mot lwa chon hop ly.
Toi sé thuc ddy chinh phu quén sy giai tan cang sém
cang tot. Viéc 16n hién nay la chinh phu méi phai déi
dién ngay voi VC. (Tel MAC/J-3 8556, Nov 2, 1963, Harkins
qui JGS (Taylor); FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p
534-535 [TL 275])
IVpp

(Tel MACV Critic 5, 2 Nov 1963, Harkins gt JGS; FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 534-535 [TL275]))

- Budi chiéu: Nguyén Ngoc Tho bat dau thuong thao véi



Minh va mét s6 Tudng lanh vé viéc thanh lap chinh phu.
Tho sinh ngay 26/5/1908 tai Long Xuyén. Phuc vu
chinh quyén thudc dia Phép tit ndm 1930. Sau mot thoi
gian lam B9 trudng Kinh t€, Tho dugc ctrlam Phé Tong
Thong tir ngay 2/12/1956.
- Hoi Bong Quan Nhan Cach Mang ra tuyén cdo 5 diém:
1. Quan doi lam cach mang lat d6 mot ché do doc tai
thé theo y nguyén toan dan.

2. Cudc cach mang duoc toan thé moi tang 16p nhan
dan tham gia.

3. Sé thanh 1ap mot chinh phu 1am thoi d€ diéu hanh
qudc gia.

4. Mot Hoi dong Nhan Si sé duoc thanh 1ap d€ ¢d van
cho chinh phu trong giai doan chuyén tiép.

5. Khi cac dinh ché dan cht dwoc thue hién, HDQNCM
sé trao quyén cho dan.

- Hau hét cac si quan tham du dao chinh déu duoc thang

cap.

Th Tudng lén Trung tuéng: Ton That Dinh, Mai Hitu
Xuén, Tran Thién Khiém, Lé Van Nghiém, v.. v...

Dai ta 1én Th Tudng: D6 Mau, Nguyén Vin Quan,
Nguyén Van Thiéu, Duong Van Lam, Nguyén Hitu
Co, v..v...

- Huynh Vén Cao cung Trung ta Poan Van Quang vé Sai

Gon trinh dién Hoi dong tudng lanh.

Puwoc lénh ban giao chitc vu cho Dai ta Bui Httu Nhon.
(Cao 1993:114)

- Trong mdt budi hop bdo, B truéng Noi Vu Tén Thit Dinh tiét

16 vigc Nhu lién lac voi Ha N§i, qua trung gian Maneli. (Maneli

1971:112-14)



20G00: Lodge bao cao vé cai chét ctia Diém-Nhu.

Theo nguodn tin dang tin cay, Diém roi khéi Dinh Gia
Long tdi ngay 1/11, do mot Hoa thuong dua di. Khoang 9
gio t6i, Diém t6i mot hop dém do Hoa kiéu nay lam chu.
Diém-Nhu xin ti nan trong Toa Dai st TH, nhung khong
thanh cong.

Khoang 8 gio sang, Diéem-Nhu roi hoi quan, di nha tho.
10 phut sau bi quan doi bit & day. Ca hai bi dwa 1én mot xe
quan doi va bi khoa kin. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) p 531)

Theo Nguyén Luong, bi giam & TTM chiéu 2/11, Minh
ndi voi Luong la Diém bi bat ltic 8G00, dwa lén quan xa. Ho
tw t@ trong xe vi c6 mot khau sing trong xe. (FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 532)

Nguon tin CIA: Lac 11G00, Pham Ngoc Thao ndi sang sém
hom d6, Thao vao Dinh Gia Long, nhung khong thay Diém
Nhu, va ca hai khong c6 ¢ trong dinh su6t thoi gian dao
chinh. Thao tr¢ lai BTTM. Twdng Mai Htu Xuan dich than
diluc soat mot Bo Chi huy mat 6 duwong Phung Hung, Cho
Lén, trd vé voi xac Diém Nhu. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991) p 532)

Trung iy Nguyén Ngoc Linh, ¢ van dic biét cia Nguyén
Khanh dang ¢ Sai Gon, néi ltac 13G30 chinh mat Linh thdy
hai tir thi anh em Diém-Nhu tai BTTM. Linh néi Diém-Nhu
bi Xuan giét chét, hoac cho 1énh giét. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) p 532)

Theo Thao va Linh, Diém duy tri dugc duwong giay dién
thoai tir Cho Lén, bac duong gidy qua Dinh Gia Long va
Tha Dec.

Lai c6 tin tt BITM, Diém thoat khoi Dinh Gia Long sau



7G00 séng, bang mot duong ham tht ba ma cac Tudng
khong biét.

CAS duogc tin Diém-Nhu da tu t trén dwong tit Cho Lon
vé BTTM. Xac trong long TVX tai BTTM.

Trong phién hop sing ngay 2/11 tai Oat-shinh-tian, Forrestal
dung CD CAS Critic 22 Flash nay bdo tin cho Kennedy vé cdi
chét ciia Diém-Nhu '3

Theo mgt nhan vién phong 2 BTTM, Mai Htu Xuan cho
1énh giét hai anh em Diém-Nhu cung mot tuy vién. Mot tuy
vién khéc, Dai tiy Db Hai [Tho), chdu D6 Mau ciing bi bat
v0i ho. (IV:533) (Tel 888, Nov 2, 1963, Lodge giri BNG; FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 531-533, 533 [TL 273, 2744])

13/11/1963: Trung twdng Mai Htu Xuan, TGDCSQG, bao
cdo 1én B An Ninh vé tinh trang gido dan.

12 mot s6 dong bao gdc Bui Chu van ung hd Ngo Dinh
Diém. Ho tap trung tai nha tho Bui Phat duwong Truong
Minh Giang, nha tho Nga ba Ong Ta, nha thd Pht Nhuan
cau nguyén cho NDDiém. Theo ho Diém con séng, mot
ngay kia s€ trd lai lanh dao VNCH.

Trong khi d6 tin d6 Phat Diém caa GM Tt chdng Diém.
PThT, HS 29253:

Xuan yéu cau by Thong Tin c6 bién phap danh tan tw
tuong than Diém. PThT, HS 29253:

13Te]l CAS Critic 22, Sai Gon gi BNG, nhén luc 0G24, 2/11/1963;
Tel 688, 2/11/1963, BNG gtii Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) pp 527, 533 [TL 271n2])



Th Bay, 16/11/1963: Hué: [16/11/1963] Tinh truong Thira
Thién, Trung ta Tran Van M9, bao cdo lén TL/QD I kiém
Pai biéu CP/TNTP:
- Lac 19G30 ngay 9/11/1963, Linh muc V6 Van Quang,
Tuyén tiy Trung tam Cai huan Thira Thién, hoi 6ng
Quan ddc veé thai do vai viéc lat do Diém. Quang
tuyén bd anh em Diém-Nhu con sdng, dang 6 My.
Dai Vatican trach My da dua hai 6ng xudt ngoai.
Quang con ndi chinh cha [Nguyén Van] Thuan da cho
nguoi rinh lén, thay hai ng6i huyét khong c6 xac
Diém-Nhu. PThT, HS 29253:
- Linh muc Loc, 6 My A, quan Vinh Loc: Ngam lanh
dao con chién chong Cach Mang. PThT, HS 29253:
- Linh muc Btru Pong, xt Su 16 thwgng, xa Phu Ho,
quan Phu Vang: T6i 4/11/1963 tap trung khoang 20
con tin qud khich, gom thanh phan cii, hop kin. PThT,
HS 29253:
- Linh muc Dién, s¢ Dai Pht, xa Phong Ldc, quan
Phong Bién: Trong budi hop ngay 13/11/1963 ¢
nhting 16i khi€ém nha. PThT, HS 29253:
- Linh muc bon so ho Vinh Nguyén, xa Phong
Nguyén, quan Phong Bién: Cho gido dan hoc vo
chuén bi ddnh nhau véi Phat tte. PThT, HS 29253:
- Linh muc bon so Lai Ha, xa Quang Loi, quan Quang
Dién: Cau két vdi tay chan Nguyén Xuan Khuwong cé
thé cat gitt vi1 khi va ¢6 hanh dong kha nghi. PThT, HS
29253:
* HUE: Ngd Binh Can ct hai dai dién téi Toa Lanh su My
xin ti nan.
Bi tr chdi vi Toa Lanh sy Hué ¢ thé bi dam dong tran



vao; va phai giao nap cho chinh phut méi néu cé yéu
CAu. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL292]))
* PARIS: Tran Van Hiru, 67 tudi, kéu goi Bac Viét nging
chién tranh du kich; d€ thiét 1ap mot nwdc Viét Nam trung
lap, dan chu, theo tinh than Hiép dinh Geneva. (NYT,
2/11/1963)
* MAT-SCO-VA: Bao Pravda (va Izvestia) nhan dinh vé viéc
lat d6 chinh pht Ng6 Dinh Diém:
(1) Cudc dao chinh nay bao hiéu su that bai ctia chinh
sach can thiép cia My vao VN su6t 8 nam qua.
(2) Chinh phu My da khuyén khich viéc 1at d6 ho Ngb.
(3) Ché& d6 méi & Sai Gon, qua 1o tuyén b chinh séch
chdng Cong, dang theo dudi mét chinh sach "chong lai
nhitng ngyoi yéu nudc" khong thé giai quyét van dé
béng cach thay nhitng ngon ludi 1& nay bang nhiing
ngon ludi 1é khdc. (CD ngay 3/11/1963, Maurice Dejean gui
BNG; AMAE (quai d’Orsay, Paris), CLV, SV, d. 18)
* OAT-SHINH—TAN, 02G50 2/11 [13G50 2/11 VN]: Rusk chi thi
phdi bdo cdo 16 rang viéc anh em Digm-Nhu ty sit. Tel 688, 2/11/1963,
BNG gtri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 527 [TL
271])

* Sai Gon, 20G00: Lodge bao cdo chi tiét cai chét caa Diém-
Nhu.

T61 Thi Sau, 1/11/1963, mot thuong gia nguoi Tau dua ang
em Diém Nhu roi Dinh Gia Long vao Cho Lén. Tam tru tai
thuwong quan ctia Hoa thwong nay; va xin ti nan tai toa Pai
st Dai Loan, nhung bi ttr chdi. Sang 2/11, Diém Nhu doi
dén mot nha tho gan d6. Khoang 8 gio sang, mot thiét van
xa don ho di. Khong ai biét ho song hay chét.

Lac 11G30 ngay 2/11/1963, Pham Ngoc Thao ndi sau khi



kham phd ra Diém-Nhu trén khoi Dinh Gia Long, Thao vao
Chg Lon tim, nhung khong thanh cong.
Thiéu tiy Nguyén Ngoc Linh, si quan bdo chi ctia Nguyén
Khanh, Tw 1énh QP II, néi da thay xac Diém Nhu ltc 13G30
ngay 2/11/1963, va tin rang Mai Hitu Xuan da giét hay cho
lénh giét.
Thiéu Twéng Mai Hitu Xuéan luc soat biét thy ctia Diém &
duong Phung Hung va dwa xac Diém Nhu vé Bo TTM.
Big Minh noéi véi Bo trudng tai chinh Lwong, B truong
Kinh t& Thanh va Nguyén Dinh Thuan chiéu ngay
2/11/1963 tai BTTM rang Diém-Nhu tu t& véi mot khau
sung tim thay trong TVX.
(Cable 888, November 2, 1963, Saigon gtti BNG; JFKL: JFKP:
National Security File: Country File, box 201, folder: Vietnam:
General, State Cables, 11/1/63-11/2/63; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) p 531-533 [TL273]
[At 20G00, Nov 2, Lodge provides several accounts of what
actually happened to Ngo Dinh Diem and Ngo Dinh Nhu, supra].
* OAT-SHINH-TAN, 09G35-10G05 [20G35-21G05 VNI:
Kennedy triéu tdp mot phién hop khong chinh thirc tai Bach
Cung.
Khi Michael Forrestal mang vao mot cong dién bdo tin Digm
va Nhu da tw sadt.
Kennedy ngdi phat day, rdo budc ra ngoai phong, véi
vé mat xtc dong va gian d&. Kennedy ludn luén nhan
manh la Diém khong thé bi triing phat ndng hon viéc
bi lvu vong, va da duoc thuyét phuc hodc ty thuyét
phuc rang dao chinh sé khong c6 d8 mau." (Taylor,
Swords and Plowshares, tr. 301 [ghi la sdng 1/11/1963, sai]; Arthur

M. Schlesinger, Jr., A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy in the White
House (Greenwich, CT: Fawcett Books, 1967), p. 909-910; Robert S.



McNamara with Brian VanDeMark, In Retrospect: The Tragedy and
Lessons of Vietnam (New York: Times Books, 1995), pp. 83-85;
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL274]) 533)

Both McNamara and Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., a
participant as White House historian, record that President
Kennedy blanched at the news and was shocked at the murder of
Diem.

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., A Thousand Days: John F. Kennedy
in the White House (Greenwich (CT): Fawcett Books, 1967), pp
909-10, 997-98.

Bill Colby ciing dw, ghi la ngay 1/11 [thuyét trinh vé cin
cdn quan sw.] Kennedy “blanched” khi duwoc tin anh em Diém
chét. [thiec ra phai la sang hom sau, 2/11/1963]. (Colby,
1988:155-56,)

Ngay 2/11/1963, John McCone gip Kennedy trong dip
HD/ANQG tam nghi, yéu ciu Kennedy cho Colby qua Vigt
Nam thi sat tinh hinh. (Colby, 1989:156-57)

Tran Van Huong tuyén bd: “Cac Tudéng cam dau
quyét dinh giét Diém vi ho were scared to death. Cac
Tudng hiéu rang khong c6 tai ndng, khdng c6 dao diic
luan ly, khong c6 sy yém tro chinh tri gi ca, ho khong thé
ngan chan su trd lai spectacular cia Diém va Nhu néu ho
con sé’ng." Tran Van Dén, Our Endless War (San Rafael: Presidio
Press, 1978), p. 111; Margueritte Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare
(New York: Harper and Row, 965), p. 215; McNamara, In
Retrospect, p 84.

Diem’s killing shook President Kennedy, but that was not
the most shocking thing. In retrospect, the most shocking
thing was that we faced an utter political vacuum in
South Vietnam and had no basis for proceeding on any
course compatible with US objectives. (McNamara, In
Retrospect, p 85)



Comments on what is known about the deaths of Diem and
Nhu and raises questions about some of the details that have
appeared in the press. On November 12, the CIA shows
(Paragraph 7) that it still does not have an authoritative version
of the deaths even almost two weeks after the coup. (CIA, "Press
Version of How Diem and Nhu Died” (OCI 3213/63), November 12,
1963; JEFKL: JEKP: National Security File: Country File, box 203,
folder: Vietnam: General, Memos and Miscellaneous 11/6/63-11/15/63)
In 1966, at the request of President Johnson's press
secretary, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern
Affairs William P. Bundy sets to paper a retrospective
view of the Kennedy administration's decisions regarding
policy toward Diem, the forcing out of Nhu, and how
support for the South Vietnamese coup developed at top
levels in Washington. (Department of State, Memorandum
William P. Bundy-Bill Moyers, "Discussions Concerning the
Diem Regime in August-October 1963," July 30, 1966 SOURCE:
Lyndon B. Johnson Library: Lyndon B. Johnson Papers, National
Security File, Country File Vietnam, box 263, folder: Hilsman,
Roger (Diem 1963)

In the wake of the coup against Diem and the execution [not
assassination] of the Saigon leader and his brother, many
observers have wrestled with the question of President
Kennedy's involvement in the mysterious deaths. In 1975 the
Church Committee investigating CIA assassination programs
investigated the Diem coup as one of its cases. (United States
Congress, Senate (94th Congress, 1st Session). Select Committee to
Study Governmental Activities with Respect to Intelligence, Interim
Report: Alleged Assassination Plots Involving Foreign Leaders.
Washington: GPO, 1975). The conclusion of the Church
Committee agrees that Washington gave no consideration to
killing Diem (Alleged Assassination Plots, pp. 5, 223).

http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB101/phot
o.htm
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Kennedy loyalists and administration participants
have argued that the President had nothing to do with the
killings, while some have charged Kennedy with, in effect,
conspiring to kill Diem. When the coup did begin the
security precautions taken by the South Vietnamese
generals included giving the U.S. embassy only four
minutes warning, and then cutting off telephone service to
the American military advisory group. Washington's
information was partial as a result, and continued so
through November 2, the day Diem died.

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara recounts that
Kennedy was meeting with his senior advisers about
Vietnam on the morning of November 2 [This is the NSC
staff record of the initial high level meeting held by
President Kennedy in the wake of the Saigon coup. It was
during this meeting that NSC staffer Michael Forrestal
entered the room with news of Diem's death. Kennedy and
his advisers confront the necessity of making public
comment on the death of Ngo Dinh Diem and consider the
implications for the United States. (Memorandum of
Conference with the President, November 2, 1963, 9:15 AM;
JEKL: JEKP: NSF: Meetings & Memoranda series, box 317, folder:
Meetings on Vietnam 11/1/63-11/2/63) when NSC staff aide
Michael V. Forrestal entered the Cabinet Room holding a cable
[The CIA reports the fall of Diem and the success of the generals'
coup. The report notes that Diem and Nhu are dead, by suicide
as announced on the radio. Central Intelligence Agency, "The
Situation in South Vietnam," November 2, 1963; JEKL: JEKP:
President's Office File, box 128A, folder: Vietnam: Security, 1963]
provides the same information).

Howard Jones notes that CIA director John McCone and his
subordinates were amazed that Kennedy should be shocked at the



deaths, given how unpredictable were coups d’etat. Howard
Jones, Death of a Generation, op. cit., p.426.

Records of the Kennedy national security meetings
show that none of JFK's conversations about a coup in
Saigon featured consideration of what might physically
happen to Ngo Dinh Diem or Ngo Dinh Nhu. The weight
of evidence therefore supports the view that President
Kennedy did not conspire in the death of Diem.

However, there is also the exceedingly strange
transcript of Diem's final phone conversation with
Ambassador Lodge on the afternoon of the coup
(Department of State, John M. Dunn, Memorandum for the
Record, November 1, 1963; Gerald R. Ford Library: Gerald R.
Ford Papers: National Security Adviser's Files: NSC
Convenience File, box 6, folder: Henry Cabot Lodge, inc. Diem
(2)], which carries the distinct impression that Diem is
being abandoned by the U.S. Whether this represents
Lodge's contribution, or JFK's wishes, is not apparent from
the evidence available today.

This document records President Ngo Dinh Diem's last
conversation on the telephone with Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodge. Diem asks what is the attitude of the United States
toward the coup plot and Lodge replies, disingenuously, that he
does not feel well-enough informed to say what the U.S. position
actually is.
12G25 [23G25 VN]: Taylor chi thi cho Harkins: Yéu cau
Harkins bao cdo chinh phtt méi can nhting cai thién nao dé
tang gia hiéu nang tac chién. Cac tinh treong déu kha. Liéu
c6 sy thay doi toan dién? (Tel JCS 4279-63, Nov 2, 1963, JCS
(Taylor) gwi Harkins; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p
535 [TL276]))

- 16G30-17G35: Kennedy mo mgt phién hop ban chinh thirc khic.
(1V:533) A follow-up meeting is held by President Kennedy in the



afternoon, as recorded in this NSC staff record.

Director McCone of the CIA arques that Washington lacks any
"direct evidence” that Diem and Nhu are, in fact, dead. There is
discussion of resuming U.S. military aid programs that had been
suspended in the last weeks of the Diem regime. Note that
Kennedy's appointments schedule for this date indicates the
meeting took slightly more than one hour. The discussion as noted
in this document cannot have consumed that amount of time.

Kennedy had CIA briefings and led discussions based on the
estimated balance between pro- and anti-coup forces in Saigon
that leave no doubt the United States had a detailed interest in
the outcome of a coup against Ngo Dinh Diem. The CIA also
provided $42,000 in immediate support money to the plotters the
morning of the coup, carried by Lucien Conein, an act prefigured
in administration planning.

Records of the Kennedy national security meetings show
that none of [FK's conversations about a coup in Saigon featured
consideration of what might physically happen to Ngo Dinh
Diem or Ngo Dinh Nhu. That meeting, the last held at the White
House to consider a coup before this actually took place, would
have been the key moment for such a conversation. The
conclusion of the Church Committee agrees that
Washington gave no consideration to killing Diem.
(Alleged Assassination Plots, pp. 5, 223).

- 17G49 [4G49, 3/11/1963 VNI: Rusk théng bdo sé cong nhin ché’dj
Minh trong tuidn toi. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 536)
-18G31[5G31, 3/11/1963 VN]: Bundy yéu ciu bach héa cdi chét
cua Diém-Nhu.
Néu c6 vai nhan vdt chu chot dinh liu, uy tin sé thig¢t hai lon.
Du sao Diém ciing phuc vu t6t nhiéu nim. (Tel CAP 63602,
2 Nov 1963, Bundy gwi Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec



1963, (1991) p 537 [Doc 278])

- BNG chi thi Lanh sw Hué cho Cin dwoc ti nan chinh tri, néu tinh
mang bi nguy hiém.
20G13: Rusk dong y cho tiép tuc vién tro kinh té:
(FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 540-541)
20G14: Rusk chi thi Lodge lo viéc xét lai ké"hoach kinh té"va vién trg
cho nam 1964.
Neéu cin sé sir dung Vii Vin Thdi hay Vil Vin Méau. (FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 541-542)
Vo chong Colby, Richardson va Nolting dn t6i dé tuéng niém
Diém-Nhu. (Nolting, 133; Colby, 1989:158)
* NEW YORK: Bio New York Times nhin dinh: Diéu ding ngac
nhién duy nhat la cudc néi day khong xdy ra sém hon.
Thw Bay, 2/11/1963:
* SAI-GON, 3G00 sing: Don duoc thong bao anh em Diém
Nhu da tau thoat khoi Dinh Gia Long.
- 3G30: Thiét giap lai tdn cdng Dinh Gia Long.
- 5G00: Duéi ap lyc caa cac canh quan dwéi quyén Pham
Ngoc Thao, Dinh Gia Long kéo cd trang dau hang.
- 6G20: Pai iy D6 Tho théng bao cho P4 Mau biét rang
Diém va Nhu da mat tich. (Mau 1993, tr. 633)
- Theo tin MACV, Diém goi dién thoai cho Pon ltuc 6G20,
dé nghi duoc dau hang trong danh du.
Diém xin dwoc an toan t6i phi treong va roi niede cing Nhu. Minh
dong y va dan xép ngung bén tai Dinh Gia Long. (FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 525n2)
- Thao tim bit Diém-Nhu trong cac biét thy 6 Cho Lon va
Sai Gon, va roi tu gia Ma Tuyén, nhung hai ngwoi da roi
qua chd tra an khac.
- 6G40: Theo cong dién cia MACYV, Diém va Nhu da bi bét.



(FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 525n3)

- 6G45: Diém dién thoai cho Khiém, thong bao chd dang lan

tron, va xin che cho. (?)

- 7G00: Don béo cho "Big" Minh biét chd trd an ctia Diém.
Minh sai Twéng Mai Hitu Xuan, Dai ta Duwong Ngoc L4m, Thiéu
ta Duong Hiéu Nghia, Dai Gy Phan Hoa [Francois] Hiép, va Dai
uy Nguyén Van Nhung, can vé cia Minh, dén mang vé Bo Tong
Tham Muu.

D6 Mau chéng lai viéc giét Diém. Nguyén Ngoc L& néi "'nhd co
phai nhd tan ré." Pham Xuan Chiéu ciing ting cd y kién tuong tu.
(Mau 1993, tr. 634)

- bai phat thanh loan tin Cach Mang da chiém dwgc Dinh

Gia Long.

- 8G30: Diém va Nhu chi con la hai te thi trong chiéc thiét

van xa tir nha tho Cha Tam vé Bo Téng Tham Muu.

Pai phat thanh Sai Gon loan tin Diém va Nhu tw te. (NYT,
3/11/1963)

* NEW YORK: Bao New York Times nhan dinh:
biéu dang ngac nhién duy nhat la cuéc n6i day khong xay ra soém
hon.

Chu Nhat, 3/11/1963:

* SAI-GON: HDQNCM ra tuyén cdo chdm dit thi hanh

Hién Phéap 26/10/1956, giai tan Qudc Hoi.

Ra mat bao chi véi thanh phan:

Chi tich: Tr. Teéng Dwong Van Minh; D¢ I Phé Chui tich:
Tr. Twéng Tran Van Dén; D¢ I Phé CT: Tr. Twdng Ton
That Dinh; TTK kiém l:Iy vién Ngogi Giao: Tr. Tuéng Lé
Van Kim.

Uy vién: Chinh tri, Th Tuéng D& Mau; Quén sw: Tr.
Tudéng Tran Thién Khiém; Kinh té, Tran Van Minh;
Pham Xuan Chiéu; Tr. Tudéng Lé Van Nghiém, Mai
Hitu Xuan, Th. Tuéng Nguyén Véan Thiéu, Nguyén



Htru Co.
15G00: "Big" Minh sai Pon va Kim qua gap Lodge.
Lodge cho biét chinh phu Kennedy ung h chinh phu "cdch
mang.” Dan qua gdp Tri Quang, dang ti nan trong Toa Dai
sit My. Se cho Tri Quang lang le roi Toa Dai sie sang ngay
4/11/1963. (Tel 900, 3 Nov 1963, Lodge givi BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963,
1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 546-549 [TL 284])
T&i: Tran Qudc Blru bi bét. (Tel 901, 3 Nov 1963, Lodge giti BNG;
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 550n3 [TL 286])
Nguoi cho Iénh bit 1o Mai Hiru Xudn. Lodge nhiéu [in can
thiép, Biru moi dwoc phong thich.
- Thuan néi v6i Lodge 1a it tuan trudc, mot chiém tinh gia
An D6 du doan sé cé mot cudc tham sat mot dai gia dinh
quan trong.
* CAN-THO: Huynh Van Cao ban giao chitc vu cho Dai ta
Bui Hitu Nhon, r6i mang gia dinh vé Sai Gon.
Nhon tiép tuc giie chitc TL SP 21 BB. (Tel MAC 2081, 3 Nov 1963,

Harkins givi Taylor; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 550
[549-550] [TL 285]; Cao 1992:114-15)

* LONDON: Ngo6 Dinh Luyén ttt chttc Dai str.
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: B6 Ngoai Giao My khzfmg dinh Diém-
Nhu bi giét. (NYT, 4/11/1963)
Chi thi cho Lodge gdp Minh.
Ra tuyén cdo vé cdi chét cuia Digm-Nhu.
Lo an toan cho gia dinh Nhu. Ky gia Higgins dién thoai voi
Hilsman, xin dwa con Nhu toi Roma.
Yéu ciu phéng thich ngay Tran Qudéc Bieu va Nguyén
Phwong Thigp. (Tel 704, 3 Nov 1963, BNG giri Lodge; FRUS,
1961-1963, 1V:550-551 [TL 286])
- Chi thi cho Lanh sy Huéla néu vi giap Can ma tinh mang
My kiéu bi de doa, Helble can lién lac Tudng Dé Cao Tri,



yéu cau bao vé va di chuyén Can. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:562-3)

- Colby lén dwong qua Sai Gon. (Colby, 1989:158)

* NEW YORK: Bao NY Times nhan dinh:
Viéc 14t d6'ché’dd Ng6 Dinh Diém c6 1€ la co hdi cudi ciing dé'thiét
lap mgt chinh phu hwéng vé din chu, dwoc da s’ dan chiing uing
hg, mgt chinh phii c6 thé diéu khién cudc chién chong cong dén
mot doan két vui mirng.
The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11:739-740 [TL 133]

Thw Hai, 4/11/1963:

SAI-GON, 1G05: Harkins bdo cdo.
Dé&u hiéu thanh céng ctia cudc dao chinh:
Khoéng c6 gi méi. Khong cé phan dao chinh. HDQNCM lam cha
tinh hinh. Dan ching Sai Gon exuberant.
C6 tin don Lé Quang Tung va Lé Quang Triéu bi giét. (IV:552)
Néu c6 phan dao chinh, sé c6 lyc lwong TNCH va Can
Lao.
Trat Tu:
Dan chiung day dwong phd. Sinh dong. Khong con
nhitng cudc dap pha tai san ho Ngo. bon da kéu goi
dan ching gitt trat tw. S6 quan nhan trén duwong phd
ddéng. Bon tuyén bs Canh sat Sai Gon da tai hoat dong.
Don tin Mai HGru Xuan, mgt nguoi ¢d kinh nghiém vé
an ninh.
Nhén vat quyén lyc:
Trung tudéng [Major General] Tran Van Don: BT QP kiém
TTMT.
Tran Thién Khiém, dwoc thang Trung tuéng, TMT Lién Quan.
Lé Van Nghiém: thing Trung tuwéng, Tw 1énh Dt va LLDB.
Ton That Dinh: thing Trung tuéng. Tam gitt QD III it ngay.
Thiéu tudng [Brigadier General] C6 cé thé thay. Nhung c6 thé la
Thiéu twéng Thiéu, TL/SD 5.



Pai ta Nhon, TL SP 21, kiém TL QD IV.

Cac TL su doan khong thay doi. TL SD 23 c6 thé sé bi thay.

Ciing thang Trung twéng: Lé Van Kim va Tran Tw Oai.

De doa My kiéu: Khong.

Phan tng cua VC: Chua c6 gi. Tan cong vao Vinh Long chi ¢6

phao kich qudy r6i.

QLVNCH: Sé hoat dong trong vai ngay tdi.

Chinh pht:

Ngay 5/11, sé tuyén bg thanh phan chinh phu.

Téi nay, mdi chi ¢6 2 tinh treong Quang Tri va Hué bi
thay. (Tel MAC J-3 8587, 4 Nov 1963, Harkins gui JCS; FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 554 [TL 287])

* SAI-GON: Lodge gdp "Big" Minh, yéu cau giai thich cai
chét ctia Diém-Nhu [vi trudc dé da loan tin anh em Diém
tw tie].

19G26: Lodge bao cao cé sy hiém khich trong gioi Tudng
lanh:

Ve cai chét ctia Diém: Khanh khong hai long.

Vé viéc thiang thuong.

Phién hop cuia cdc Tudng cham duet ltic 3 gio sang. S tiép
tuc hop luc 13G00. Chua déng y vé thanh phan ndi cac.
Dinh muén nam B Ndi Vu. Tho khong déong y.

Mot s6 Tudng chdng viéc Dinh dé ct D6 Mau lam Bo
treong Thanh Nién.

Duong Van Minh quyét dinh PTT Tho kiém nhiém mot s6
nhiém vu Bo N6i Vy; Dinh lam TT An Ninh.

Theo Tran Van Minh “nho”:

01. Thii twéng, kiém Bo Noi Vu: Nguyén Ngoc Tho

02. Quéc Phong: Trung tudng Tran Van Don, Quyén Tong

Tham Muu Trudng.

03. Ngogi Giao: Vii Van Mau [néu tir ch6i Pham Dang Lam].



13. B§ trudng Phii Thii twéng: Nguyén Thanh Cung.
14. Tai chinh: Luu Van Tinh.
10. Nong thon: Trin Lé Quang
06. Céng Chinh & Giao Théng: Tran Ngoc Hoanh.
15. Kinh té: Huynh Van Lang
12. Thanh nién-Thé thao: [DPinh mudn giao cho Db Mau,
nhung Nguyén Ngoc L& va Tran Van Minh chéng ddi]
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 558].
11. Y té! (Phan Huy Quat tit ch6i khong nhan).
09. Tuw phdp: con trong [Nguyén Van Maul].
04. Thong Tin: Thiéu tudng Tran Tt Oai.
08. An-Ninh: Ton That Dinh.
Chi c6 4 Tuéng nam B9 trudng.
- Chiéu, Duong Van Minh cho mét nhan vién My biét la
Tran Kim Tuyén, méi tit Hong Kong tré vé, bi bat gitr vi
am muu phan dao chinh. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) p 558)
- 16G00: Lodge bdo cao thi hai anh em Diém dang quan tai
nha thuong St Paul, cho giao tra cho than nhan.
Ca hai bi bin vao gdy, va thi hai Diém c6 d&u tich bi
danh dap. khong thé tu tr. [The source which has seen the
bodies said both were shot in the nape of the neck and that Diem’s
body in particular showed signs of having beaten up. This
definitely disproves the rumor of suicide].(IV:)
Theo tin tit m§t nha tho gdc Hoa, ho dang qui trong nha tho thi bi
mang ra ngoai bin chét, roi bo vao thiét van xa. (FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp 559 [TL290]))
Pon ndi lac 16G30, Bon noéi chuyén véi Diém. Cac
Tuwong cung nghe, thuyét phuc Diém dau hang sé duoc
ra di an toan. Tuy nhién, Nhu thuyét phuc Diém ti
chdi. “Nhu proves to be the evil genius in Diem’s life.”
(FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 559 [TL290])



Don khéng dinh Diém va Nhu cung hai tuy vién roi Dinh
Gia Long t6i thtt Sau, ti mot vi tri bi mat, tir d6 c6 thé dién
thoai v6i Dinh Gia Long. Don va cac Tuéng déu mudn
Diém an toan ra di; cung cap thiét van xa d€ dé phong dan
chiing bao dong [lynching].
Thuan noéi sau budi gdp mat 6 Ba Lat ngay 28/10/1963, Nhu
da khuyén Diém khong lam theo 10i Lodge.!*
- 20G00: Lodge bédo cao budi gap mat Minh, Pon ¢6 sy hién
dién ctia Trung ta Conein. (Tel 917, 4/11/1963, Lodge gti BNG;
FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 560-562 [TL 291])
Lodge yéu cau phai cong bd chi tiét viéc nd liec dwa anh
em Diém an toan roi nuwdc, chi tiét cac cudc dién dam,
va viéc dwa TVX t6i dén ho d€ tranh bi dan chiing bao
dong, giét chét.
Sau do6 dé nghi cho cac con Nhu ra di. Cac Tudng cho
biét bay nho dang ¢ Sai Gon. Cac Tudng cling mudn
chung ra di. [Luc 4G20, ca ba dugc dwa qua Bangkok,
c6 nhan vién My va mot y ta di theo; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 560n2)
Vé Ngo6 Dinh Can, dam dong vay quanh tu dinh Cin,
mudn giét Can [the crowd wanted his skin]. (Lac 16G58,
ngay 4/11/1963, Oat-shinh-tan cho 1énh di tan Can khoi
Hué€ va Viét Nam cang sdm cang tOt. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) 561n3)
Tran Qudc Biu “mat tich” khong bi bit ma bi bit céc. (FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 561 [TL ?])

14Tel 913, 4/11/1963, Lodge gtii BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) pp 559-560 [TL 290]



Tran Kim Tuyén da tr Hong Kong vé nudc, qua nga
Bangkok, c6 thé bat coc Baru.
Tra 161 CD s6 704 (ngay 3/11/1963, State gui Sai Gon, vé viéc doi
bdo cdo rod cdi chét ciia anh em Diém; (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) pp 550- 51 [TL ?])
cuoc dao chinh la “a remarkably able performance”:
secrecy.

opponents: the war can be drastically shortened.
Generals should make clear that they were opposed to any harm
coming to Diem and Nhu and that the rest of the Ngo family will
be humanely treated. (Tel 15, 4/11/1963, 22G00, Consular Hue gt
BNG; (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 562 [TL 292])

- Ban hanh Hién wdc Tam thoi.
Dai phat thanh Sai Gon loan tin Nguyén Ngoc Tho dwoc cie lam
Thu tedng.
- Trung twéng Ton That Binh, Dé II Pho Chu tich
HDQNCM, tuyén bd da lam dao chinh vi néu khong sé
thua tran.
Theo Dinh, lyc lugng st dung la mot trung doan ctua
SD 5, hai tiéu doan TQLC, va 12 thiét giap. 4 linh
PVPTT chét, 44 bi thuong. 9 quan nhan dao chinh, gobm
1 dai ay, va 46 bi thwong. (NYT, 5/11/1963).
- HDONCM gidm gio gidi nghiém ttt nita dém tdi 5 gio
sang [thay vi 7 gio tdi téi 5 gio sdng].
- Ngon Ludn, sO ddc biét chao mirng cach mang thanh cong
ra ngay 4/11/1963 dang hiéu triéu caa ba ky gia Chu Tt,
Hiéu Chan va Tt Chung.
Chu T, Hiéu Chan va Ttr Chung ty trach da “déanh di
tam hon, cam tam lam gia nd cho ho Ng6 trong chin nam
qua.” Bich Khoa (s6 165, ngay 15/11/1963, tr. 93).



Bao Sai Gon Mo¢i cua Ba But Tra, co lién hé vdi Bo
trudng Canh Nong Lé Van Dong, cling than phién rang
“ludn ludn bi ap btee, khung bo,” “[h]ang ngay phai chiu
tram chiéu tai nhuc, bt budc phai viét nhitng diéu trai
nguoc voi long minh, d€ hoan ho nhitng cai diéu ngoa, gia
doi, tan ac, bat nhon ctia gia dinh ho Ngo.” (Bdch Khoa, s5 165
[15/11/1963], tr. 93-4; trich trong VNNB, IC: 1955-1963 [2000], tr. 391)
18G17: Harkins bao cdo:

Gidi nghiém ttr 24G00 t6i 5 gio sang.
Thiéu twéng Nguyén Hiru C6 lam Tw 1énh QD IV.
Thiéu twéng Nguyén Van Thiéu duoc dé nghi lam Tw 1énh
QP III.
Big Minh ndi véi Tuwdng Timmes la that dang ti€c phai lam
dao chinh, nhung moi bién phap 6n hoa thét bai. Lam dao
chinh ban ngay dé giam thiéu thuong vong. Tranh gay
thuong vong cho tré em, hoc sinh vi Thit Sdu 1a ngay I&.
MG6i quan tam la phan tng cua VC. VC khong c6 thi gio d€
khai thac.
14 tinh tredng tuyén bd trung thanh, gitt nguyén chikc vu.
3 nguoi tir chitc, nhung ung ho cach mang.
Hai tinh tredng 6 Vung I bi thay.
6 tinh treong Vung II bi thay.
Chua c6 tin 16 tinh tredng khac. Tai liéu (FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 564-65 [TL 293])
* HUE: Lanh s Helble bao cao:

Ngd6 Binh Can dang ti nan tai tu vién Dong Chaa Ctru

Thé (Redemporist Seminary), nhung Tuéng D6 Cao Tri

dinh giai giao vao Sai Gon trong ngay. Dinh thy cta

Céan bi dan ching cudp pha. Pai hoc va cac truong

trung hoc déu mo ctra. Mot s6 hoc sinh Qudc Hoc dinh



truy ling Mat vu cii, nhung bi giai gidi. Tinh truong
cho 1énh khoang 2,000 cong chiic phai bao cao tat ca
nhiing chd cat dau vii khi ctia ché d6 cii. (FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 562-563 [TL292])

FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 562-563):
562n2 [TL292])

*Béc Kinh: Nhdn Déin Nhit Bdo [Renmin RiPao] tuyén bd My
da thay thé “lackey” & Sai Gon bang mdt bon bt nhin méi
[a new puppet]. (NYT, 5/11/1963)
* PARIS: Pham Ngoc Thach, nhan co h¢i tham Paris, tiép
xtc Tran Van Hitu, Cha tich Uy Ban Trung Lap Viét Nam.
(CLV, SV, 18)
* ROMA: Paul VI [Giovanni Battista Montini] gtti 10i chia
budn vdi Thuc.
Thuc dang tham du Coéng doéng II (Ecumenical
Council) tai Roma. (NYT, 5/11/1963)
[Sau cudc dao chinh 1/11/1963, Thuc bat dau chdng lai
Gido hoi Roma, bi rut "phép thong cong." Cudi cung,
chét gia & My nam 1984, sau khi da "tro lai" véi Giao
Hoi].
* Oat-shinh-tan, 8G00: Hop HDANQG, Bundy chu toa.
Ban vé vin dé cong nhan chinh phu quan nhan.
Cudc dao chinh dugc dan chiing ting ho. “spontaneous” or
“had been arranged?”
Bundy: cit vién tro mang dén sy sup dd cua Diém.
Forrestal: dong y. Hansen of BOB cho rang nhitng 1oi canh
cdo cling co6 hiéu qua.
Bundy deplored the slaying of the brothers. Sé thay cong
b6 hinh anh em Diém nam trong viing mau, hai tay bi tréi
vé phia sau lung.



Bundy nghi rang chinh phti 1am thoi chi nam quyeén it
thang, khong phai lau dai. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991) 555-565 [TL?]))

Tht Hai, 4/11/1963:
Nhat bao Ngon Luéan ra sd dac biét chao miing cach mang
thanh cong.
béng Hiéu triéu cua ba nha bao Chu T, Hiéu Chéan va Tw
Chung:
Mang danh la nhitng nguoi cam but chién dau cho Ty Do,
Dan chu va giai phong con nguoi, vay ma trong thoi gian
vira qua, vi com ao va khi€p nhuoc dén hen, chung ta da
nhdm mét &n do, danh di tam hon, phan bdi s that, phan
boi dan toc, cam tam lam gia no6 cho be 1t ho Ngo.
(Bach Khoa, s6 165, 15/11/1963, tr. 93)
Bao Sai Gon Mdi viét:
Riéng nganh bao chi cia chung t6i luén luén bi ap bic,
khuing bd. Hang ngay phai chiu tram diéu tai nhuc. b6 budce
phai viét lai nhiing hang chi trai nguoc véi long minh, dé
hoan ho nhiing cai diéu ngoa, gia ddi, tan ac bat nhon cua
gia dinh ho Ngb6. (Bach Khoa, s6 165, 15/11/1963, tr. 93-94)
Viét Tan Xa loan tin dan chiing khap noi tung bitng chao
don cach mang.
Tong Nha Canh Sat-Coéng An loan tin phéng thich 150 tu
nhan.
Dai phat thanh canh giac gidi sinh vién la Céng San c6 thé
loi dung. Méi bt dwoc 3 can bd CS véi luu dan va truyén
don. (NYT, 5/11/1963]
[4/11] 16G00: Lodge bao cdo thi hai anh em Diém dang
quan tai nha xac trong nha thwong St Paul, cho giao tra cho
than nhan.
Cé hai bi ban vao gy [shot in the nape of the neck], va thi



hai Diém c6 dau tich bi danh dap [showed signs of being
beaten up].

Theo tin tir m§t nha tho gdc Hoa, ho dang qui trong nha tho
thi bi mang ra ngoai ban chét, r6i bo vao thiét van xa.

Theo Don, sau khi Diém ndi chuyén véi Lodge, tir 16G30
ngay 1/11, cac Tudng cd gang néi chuyén véi Diém, dé nghi
Diém duoc roi nwdc an toan néu tir chitc. Theo Pén, Nhu
thuyét phuc Diém khong dau hang. Lodge” “Once again brother
Nhu proves to be the evil genius in Diem’s life.”

Poén xac nhan Diém-Nhu dwgc hai phu ta dwa ra khoi Dinh Gia
Long t6i thi Sau [1/11]. Vao mot dia diém bi mat & Cho Lén. Bon
va cong su vién rdt mudn Diém-Nhu roi nudc, va khong ai bat
binh viéc ho bi 4m sat bang Don. Cac Tuéng dung Thiét van xa
dén ho, d€ Diém-Nhu khong bi dam dong “lynched.”

bém 3/11, Thuan noéi véi Lodge la mot chiém tinh gia India
tién dodn sap cd mot cudc tham sat trong mot gia dinh
quyeén luc.

Thuén ndi sau budi ndi chuyén ngay Thi Hai [27/10], Thuan
da néu ra doi hoi ciia Lodge va thém rang chang c6 gi nhiéu,
nén théa man. Tuy nhién, Nhu thuyét phuc Diém ding
nghe theo. (Tel 913, 4 Nov 1963, Lodge gui BNG; FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 559-560 [TL 290]).

[4/11] 19G26: Tinh bao My cho biét trong hang ngti Tudéng
c6 chdng d6i nhau [quarreling among themselves].
Twéng Tran Van Minh tiét 1o néu cac Tudng khong dat dwoc
thoa hiép ngay hom sau, TQLC sé lam dao chinh.
Nhiing diém bat dong:
Khong ai hai long viéc giét Diém. Nguyén Khanh chi chap
nhan nhdp cudc néu Diém khong bi giét. Twéng Minh ra
lénh chi nd sing ¢ mjt s6 muc tiéu va tranh d6 mau t6i da,
va tranh lam thiét hai tai san. Cac Tuwdng rat bat man viéc
cudp phé dién ra tai vai noi.



Van dé thit hai la thang thudng. Big Minh khong thang cap
cho Dén. Minh nho va Nguyén Ngoc Lé mudn tam ngung
viéc thang thwong. Tran Van Don khong mudn thang cap
cho Khiém. Phé TT Nguyén Ngoc Tho tham dy cudc thao
luan, cam thay khung hoang.

Trong phién hop tir 3G00 téi 13G30, cac Tudng chua thoa
thuan vé van dé noi cac. Chu chot la chiee vu cho Ton That
binh. Dinh muén Bo Noi vu, nhung Tho chdng lai. Cac
Tudng ciing chdng viéc Dinh ctr D6 Mau 1am Tong truong
Thanh Nién. Minh dé nghi chuyén mot s6 trach nhiém cua
Bo No6i vu qua Bo Cong vu cta Tho, va trén co ban, Tho sé
ndm quyén Bo Noi Vy, va Dinh coi An Ninh thudc Bo Noi
Vu.

Theo Minh nho, cac chirc vu dwoc thao luan nhu sau:
Nguyén Ngoc Tho, Thu tedng kiém Nai Vu.

Tran Van Bon: BT Qudéc Phong.

Ngoai giao: Vii Van Mau. Néu Mau khong nhan, Pham
Pang Lam.

Nguyén Thanh Cung: BT Phu Thu tudéng.

Luu Van Tinh: Tai chinh

Tran Lé Quang: Nong thon

Tran Ngoc Oanh: Cong chinh

Huynh Van Lang: Kinh t€ (nhung c6 thé thay)

D6 Mau: Thanh Nién (Pinh dé ct, nhung Minh nho va
Nguyén Ngoc Lé chong lai)

Y té&: con trong (Phan Huy Quét khong nhéan)

Tw phép: con trong vi DPinh chdng lai.

Thong tin: Tran T Oai, sau khi Lé Van Kim bi gach bo vi
hai anh em ré trong cung ndi cac.

Minh nhé va Lé htra sé n6i két ndi cac véi nhau. Tho ndi véi
Minh 1a Tho sé tiép tay. (IV:558)

Buoi chiéu, Duong Van Minh cho mét nhan vién tinh bao



My biét 1a Tran Kim Tuyén, méi tir Hong Kong tro vé, bi bat
gitr vi am muu phan dao chinh. (CAS 2191, 4 Nov 1963, Lodge
gtri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 558 [TL288])

[4/11/1963] 20G00: Lodge bao cao vé viéc gdp "Big" Minh
va Don.

Thap tung Lodge c¢6 Conein.
Tuyén b6 da dan x&p d€ tai nhap cang bot mi va stta. Yéu cau cho
biét vién chtrc trach nhiém. Minh néi chinh phu sé thanh 1ap trong
ngay. B lién hé sé phu trach.
Yéu cau giai thich can ké cai chét cua Diém-Nhu [vi trude d6 da
loan tin anh em Diém ty t&]. Minh noéi rd vé nhiing nd luc cho
Diém-Nhu an toan roi nudc, k€ ca nhitng cu dién thoai thuyét
phuc Diém tit chic. Theo Lodge, ho khong biét vé public
relations, nhung Lodge da giup ho hiéu viéc nay.
Lodge cting yéu cau cho 3 con Nhu (2 trai mot géi) roi nude.
[Chung dang & Da Lat, duoc dwa xuéng Phan Rang, r6i vao Sai
Gon. Ltic 4G20, ba tré dugc dua qua Bangkok, véi 1 nhan vién My
va 1 nit y ta thap tung. (Tel 713, 4 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti Bangkok;
FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 560n2).
Memorandum vé cudc néi chuyén dién thoai gitra Lé Xuan va Lé
Thay ngay 4 Nov 1963 v6i Hilsman. Cac ¢6 van cua Kennedy theo
doi rat sat viéc di tan nay, theo y Kennedy. Xem thém Marguerite
Higgins, Our Vietnam Nightmare, p. 225]
Vé Ng6 Dinh Can, Minh va Don cho Lodge biét dam déng dang
vay quanh dinh thu ctia Can. Ho rat oan gian sy tan bao cua Can.
Lodge mudn biét liéu Can c6 mudn roi me va Viét Nam. Minh va
Do6n ndi khong rd. Lodge nhire dau khong hiéu Can c6 mudn roi
me hay chiu lynched —mot diéu khong t6t cho cong luan. [Tel 714,
ltc 16G50 ngay 4/11, BNG chi thi Lodge néu can dung phuong
tién My dwa me con Céan roi nudc; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991) p 561n3)
Ca bon va Minh da do hoi ky cang, nhung khong ai biét tung tich
Tran Qudc Biru. Minh va Dén nghi rang c6 thé Biru bi bat coc.
Nguoi chu muu ¢6 thé 1a Tran Kim Tuyén, méi tir Hong Kong veé.



Lodge khuyén Minh va Pon nén tranh tiéng bét gitt bira bai.
Lodge nhan xét réng Minh c6 vé méi mét va fazzled, mot ngwoi
c6 thién chi. Nhung khong hiéu c¢6 du manh dé€'lanh dao.

Lodge rat c6 thién cam voi viéc t6 chitc dao chinh cua cac Tudng,
khéo 1éo va thuc t&€ hon nhitng nguoi td chire dao chinh Hitler.
(562) Theo Lodge, cudc dao chinh sé rut ngén cudc chién, va linh
My c6 thé h6i huong sém. (562)

(Tel 917, 4 Nov 1963, 20G00, Lodge gtri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp560-562 [TL2911))

[4/11/1963] 18G17: Big Minh tié€p kién Tuong Timmes.
Big Minh rat tiéc 1a phai st dung dao chinh, vi nhitng nd luc doi
cai cach hoa binh khong di dén két qua. T6 chiec dao chinh ban
ngay dé€ tranh thiét hai vat chat. Chon ngay 1/11 vi d6 la ngay
nghi, hoc sinh khong di hoc, tranh thwong vong. VC khong kip
phan tng.
14 tinh treong hita trung thanh, duoc gitt nguyén chitc vu. 3 tinh
truong ct dugc gitt chiee vy, du khong tuyén bg theo cdch mang.
2 tinh truong Vung I bi thay. 6 tinh treéng vung II bi thay. Chua
6 thong tin vé 16 tinh truwong khéc.
(Tel MACJ01 8605, 4 Nov 1963, Harkins gti JCS; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 564-565 [TL293])

* HUE, 20G00: Lanh sy Helble bdo céo:

Ng6 Dinh Can dang ti nan tai nha tho Dong Chta Ctu Thé
(Redemporist), nhung D& Cao Tri dinh giai giao vao Sai Gon
trong ngay.

Dinh thy Can bi dan ching cuedp pha. Pai hoc va cac truong trung
hoc déu mo ctra. Mot s6 hoc sinh Quéc Hoc dinh truy lung Mat
vu cfi, nhung bi giai gioi.

Tinh tredng cho 1énh khoang 2,000 cong chitc phai bao cao tat ca
nhitng chd cat ddu vii khi cia ché d6 cii. Sé trimg phat nhitng keé
gy t6i 16i, truy t& trude toa. Sé thanh 1ap Gy ban dan ching d&
giup tinh truong. Trong vai ngay tdi sé dugc phép biéu tinh. (Tel
15, 4 Nov 1963, Helble gti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, I1V: Aug-Dec



1963, (1991) 562-563 [TL 292])

* PARIS: Pham Ngoc Thach, nhan co hoi tham Paris, ti€p
xtic Tran Van Hitu, Chu tich Uy Ban Trung Lap Viét Nam.
(CLV, SV, 18)

*BEVERLY HILLS, CA: Lé Xuan gtri thue cho Ngoai truong
Dean Rusk, xin cho ba con duoc doan tu tai Los Angeles.

Tuy nhién, ba con Lé Xuan—15, 11, va 4 tu6i —dwoc dua tir Da Lat
xudng Phan Rang [r6i qua Roma duéi sy huéng dan ctia mot
nhan vién ngoai giao My]. Mic dit dang m& mét [giai phau thim
my], chua 18y hét chi, Lé Xuan van l1én duong qua Roma ngay Thit
Tu, 6/11/1963. Cung di c6 Lé Thuy, con gai 1én, va Nguyén Thi
Thuan, thu ky. (NYT, 5/11/1963)

Cha Lé Xuan, Chuong, ghé tham Lé Xuan tai Beverly Hills sang
ngay 4/11. Chuong da tir chitc DPai sit My vao ha tuan thang 8/1963
dé€ phan d6i viéc dan 4p Phat Gido. Theo Dai ta William K. Ellisco,
can vé ctia Lé Xuan, mét Twdng Sai Gon cho biét Nhu da bi giét
bang dao. (NYT, 5/11/1963)

19G08: BNG gtri cong dién cho Paris:

Sé cong nhan ch€ d6 mdi tai Sai Gon cang sém cang tot. Yéu
cau gap de Gaulle, thong bao; nhung khong ép de Gaulle
lam theo.

Cai chét caa Diém khong do nhitng nguoi cht muu ra lénh,
dang tiéc [regrettable].

Cé nhiéu hy vong hon Diém. (Tel 2333, 4 Nov 1963, Rusk gt
Bohlen Paris; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 565-66
[Doc 294])

FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 567-68 [TL 296].

(Tel 2223, 5 Nov 1963, 20G00, Bohlen Paris gtri Rusk; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp568-69 [Doc 297].

Th Ba, 5/11/1963:
* SAI-GON: Hop béo ¢ Bo Tong tham muu dé ra mat Hoi
dong Quan Nhan Cach Mang va Tan chinh phu.

Tran T Oai la phat ngdn vién cua Hoi dong cach mang. Co



Huynh Van Cao xuét hién. (Cao 1993:117)
Cong bd thanh phan chinh phu mdi.
Duwong Van Minh la Chu tich HD/QNCM; Tho lam Thu twdng.

Danh sach chinh pha Tho:
01. Thii tuwéng, kiém Kinh té-Tai Chinh: Nguyén Ngoc Tho [thoat tién
du tru kiém B6 N6i Vu]
02. Qudc Phong: Trung tuwéng Tran Van Don, Quyén Tong Tham
Muu Truodng.
03. Ngogi Giao: Pham Dang Lam [vi Vi1 Van Mau tir chdi].
04. Théng Tin: Thiéu tuéng Tran Tw Oai.
05. Gido Duc: Pham Hoang Ho.
06. Céng Chinh & Giao Thong: Tran Ngoc Hoanh.
07. Lao Déng: Nguyén Lé Hai [Giang? CLV, 18]. (NYT, 5/11/1963)
08. An-Ninh: Tén That Dinh.
09. Tw phdp: Nguyén Van Mau.
10. Nong thon: Tran Lé Quang
11. Y té! Vuong Quang Nhuong (Phan Huy Quat tir chéi khong
nhan).
12. Thanh nién-Thé thao: Nguyén Hiru Phi [thoat tién Dinh mudn
giao cho D& Mau, nhung Nguyén Ngoc Lé va Tran Van Minh
chdéng d6i]
13. Bg truéng Phii Thii twéng: Nguyén Thanh Cung.
14. Tai chinh: Liu Véan Tinh.
15. Kinh té& Au Truong Thanh; (CLV, SV, 18:256). [Chttc nay, truede
du tru trao cho Huynh Van Lang; Tel 927, 5 Nov 1963, Lodge gtri
BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 567-68 [TL
296, Editorial note].

5/11/1963:- Bon ghé tham Harkins.
No6i Diém-Nhu roi Dinh Gia Long vao khoang 22G00
ngay 1/11. Dung mot xe TH vao Chg Lon. Trong nhitng
cudc dién dam véi cac Tudng, Diém khong tiét 1o da ra
ngoai Dinh. Nhan vién an ninh biét dia chi nay, va sang
ngay 2/11, bat giit ho.
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) pp 567-68 [569]. [TL



296].

Noi Can dang dwoc bao vé ¢ Quan doan I, va sép bi
giai giao vao Sai Gon. Vé nhitng ng6i mo trong nha
Can, Can chéang c6 lién hé gi--d6 1a md ma ctia nhiing
nguoi da song ¢ d6 nhiéu doi.

Don ndi thém la sang nay Lé Xuan goi dién thoai, lén
an Bon va nhém dao chinh la "nhitng tén sat nhan va
ban minh cho My." Pon ndi khong lién quan gi dén cai
chét ciia Diém va Nhu. Lé Xuan xin cho cac con duoc
roi Viét Nam. Don néi bon nho da roi Sai Gon t6i qua,
va 6 thé da t6i Roma vi viéc d6i phi co & Bangkok rat
trdi chay.

DPon cling cho biét hién Tudng Lé Van Nghiém coi Luc
Lwong Dac Biét va Nhay Du. Phan Lé Quang Tung
hién khong biét tinh ménh ra sao. (Tel MAC J00 8625, 5 Nov

1963,17G17, Harkins gt JCS; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) pp 569-571 [TL298])

5/11/1963:- Colby tdi Sai Gon. Gdp Lodge. (1989:161-62)
Sau d6, gdgp HDQNCM. Tran Van Bon, Lé Van Kim, Ton That
binh, Big Minh. HDCM: “béi r6i” [confusion], cho My chi cac
hanh dong. Lodge: “dting xa.” (1989:161-62; Honorable Men,
1978:217-20) Ngay 19/11, roi Sai Gon qua Honolulu.
5/11/1963: Oat-shinh-tan: Rusk va Hilsman twong trinh
trudc UB Ngoai Giao Thuong Vién My.
Twenam 1960, da co tin d6n [edemic rumors] dao chinh.
Khong chd tdm 1am vé tin don dao chinh ngay
1/11/1963.
Cac Tuong khong cho 1énh giét anh em Diém. C6 thé
cap dudi trigger-happy. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) p 573 [Doc 300])



- Chinh phu Kennedy mién binh luan vé tin anh em Diém
Nhu bi giét.
Ca Bach Cung va BNG déu cho bdo cao tir Sai Gon.
Néu Diém va Nhu bi giét sau khi da thanh thyc dau
hang, chinh pht My sé 1én an nang né nhitng nguoi
cam dau cudc dao chinh.
Vién chttc My pht nhan ban tin ngay 3/11 cta Sai Gon
la hai anh em Diém-Nhu da tw sat.
Dan biéu Clement J. Zablocki, thu¢c dang Dan chu
Wisconsin, cho rang phai c s khuyén khich ctia chinh
pht My trong viéc n6i day cua quan doi. (NYT, 5/11/1963)
- Dbon ghé tham Lodge.
Néi Can dang dwoc bao vé & Quan doan I, va sép bi giai giao vao
Sai Gon. Vé nhitng ng6i mo trong nha Can, Can ching c6 lién hé
gi—dd 1a m6 ma cuia nhitng nguoi da song ¢ d6 nhiéu doi.
Do6n noéi thém 1a sang nay Lé Xuan goi dién thoai, 1én an Don va
nhém dao chinh la "nhitng tén sat nhan va ban minh cho My."
bon néi khong lién quan gi dén cai chét ctia Diém va Nhu. Lé
Xuan xin cho cac con dugc roi Viét Nam. BDon noéi bon nhé da roi
Sai Gon tdi qua, va c6 thé da téi Roma vi viéc d6i phi co 6 Bangkok
rat tr6i chay.
Doén cling cho biét hién Twdéng Lé Van Nghiém cai quan Luc
Luwong Dac Biét va Nhay Du. Phan Lé Quang Tung da theo dao
chinh t&r dau, va hién khong biét tinh ménh ra sao.

(Tel MACJ00 8625, 5 Nov 1963, Harkins guri JCS; FRUS, 1961-1963,
IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 569-71 [TL298])

* Qat-shinh-tan: Chinh phu Kennedy mién binh luan vé tin
anh em Diém Nhu bi giét.
Ca Bach Cung va BNG déu cho bao cao tir Sai Gon. Néu
Diém va Nhu bi giét sau khi da thanh thyc dau hang, chinh
pht My sé 1én an nang né nhing nguoi cam dau cudc dao



chinh.
Vién chttc My pht nhan ban tin ngay 3/11 ctia Sai Gon la hai
anh em Diém-Nhu da ti sat.
* New York: Bdo NYT loan tin H6 Chi Minh ¢6 y dinh trung
ldp héa Viét Nam.
Ngubn tin ngoai giao Dong Au cho biét HCM da ra chi thi
trén cho cac lanh dao MTDTGPMN, vi day la bién phap
thuc t€ duy nhat dé giai quyét cudce chién.
Theo ngudn tin Pong Au, HCM tng ho dé nghi ctia de
Gaulle. Sy hiém khich Nga-Hoa khién lanh dao CSBV
nghiéng vé giai phap nay. HCM muén duoc My, Nga, Phap,
Bri-tén va Trung Cong bao dam nén trung lap ctia mot nuwde
Viét Nam thong nhat va ngan can su can thiép ttr bén ngoai.
Néu dugc bao ddm nhu vay, HCM sén sang thdng nhat hai
mién.
Van theo ngudn tin gidi ngoai giao Péng Au, 4p luec Bic
Kinh dang khién Ha Noi ngdp thd; nhung Ha Noi vo
phuong chong lai vi 1é thudc vao gao va cac thuc phdm khac
tte TH.
Bat ct lic nao dai dién Yugoslavia dén Ha Noi, HCM déu
noi ro sy khac biét gitta Bic Viét va TH. HCM ¢ trién vong
thanh mot Tito thit hai.
Van theo nhiing ngudn tin trén, Mat-sco-va san sang dong
y, va Béc Kinh ciing kh6 chdi tir. (M.S. Handler, “Neutral
Vietnam Held North’s Aim;” NYT, 5/11/1963)
* New York: New York Times dang trén trang nhat hinh Tri
Quang roi Toa Dai st Sai Gon ngay 4/11, cung 2 tang khac.
bi tin AP la HDQNCM néi long luat gidi nghiém, xudng tte
12G00 dém dén 6 gio sang. (NYT, 5 Nov 1963, A-1) Dang hinh
My kiéu nhay dam véi gai Viét.
Henry Baymont trrong thuat rang chinh phi My tranh binh
luan vé cai chét cia anh em Diém-Nhu. (NYT, 5 Nov 1963, A-



1)
M. S. Handler, trong ban tin “Neutral Held North’s Aim;”
trich tin ngoai giao Pong Au néi H6 Chi Minh [Nguyén
Sinh Cén] mudén mién Nam trung lap. De Gaulle ciing mot
y kién nay.
Loan tin Tran Van Chuong dén gdp Lé Xuan. Jack
Langouth, “Mrs. Nhu Off To Rome to Join Sons;” NYT,
5/11/1963]

Tht Tw, 6/11/1963:

* SAI-GON: Tran Tt Oai hop bao.
Tuyén b6 cai chét ctia Diém la “accidental suicide.”
Nhu ché&ng cu si quan bat giit, nén bi chét. [they were
shot to death when Nhu attempted to grab the pistol of the
officer arresting them.”]. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) [TL291])) 574n4.

- 16G00: Lodge guri vé Oat-shinh-tan dw thao cong dién tra

1oi CD xin cong nhan ctia VN.

6/11/1963:- 17G00: Lodge gtii cong dién s6 949 bao cao truc

tiép 1én Kennedy vé dién tién trong tuan.
“the coup is very popular. People cheers the American flags;
they are free to express their loathing of the family; and the
pagodas are full of smiling people.” [IV, 1991:576]
Dan chung xép hang trudc toa soan cho mua bao.
Sau cugc tao thanh chuia chién, Diém va Nhu tudng rrimg
M§ bi “mac cau” [hooked]. My bi bé tay khong dam lam gi,
so lam ton thuong nd luc chién tranh, hodc néu hanh dong
sé bi mang tiéng la thyc dan;
Lodge khong hai long, nhung chi im lang, gitt ding moi lién
hé v6i Diém Nhu. Lodge cho Diém va Nhu nhitng 10i
khuyén ma néu ho nghe theo thi ngay nay ho con sdng.
Ngoai ra con cac bién phap khong cung cdp may bay My
trong dip 1& qudc khanh (26/10/1963), dai VOA ndéi vé tw do



ctia con ngudi va su thiéu ding dan [indignation] ctia ba
Nhu khi tuyén bd vé nhiing vién chitc My hang thap, khién
nguwoi Viét thich thu [impressed]. Viéc cho Tri Quang ti nan.
Va khong thong bao cho VNCH biét nhiing tin tirc vé dao
chinh.
Ddu vét ran v cua ché d¢ xudt hién khi cong bd ngung
chuong trinh vién tro nhap cang thuong mai
[commercial import payments] va ngung trd lwong
LLDB cua Pai ta Tung, va My ¢6 nhiéu khoang trong
hon d€ diéu dong. Vi thé Diém bat dau nho Thuan hoi
Lodge, roi chinh Diém néu van dé véi Lodge ¢ Da Lat
hay trudc gio dao chinh.
Cudc dao chinh la ctia nguroi Viét va dugc dan chiing
ung hd. Tuy nhién, cting do My chuan bi.
Day la kinh ngiém tot dé sir dung 6 nhiing noi khdc.
Tai day, chinh phu My da tién hoa khong chiu trach
nhiém vé nhiing chinh pha ddc tai [autocratic
governments] chi thuan vi ho chéng Cong—mot trao
leu khién dan ching tin réng mot ch€ do doc tai Cong
San ma ho xa la dang thich hon mot ché d6 doc tai ma
ho biét. Viéc thanh loc mon ho that c6 loi cho ly twong
tw do. ... Cudc dao chinh da mang lai thay d6i; hy vong
noé sé mang lai nhiing gi t6t dep hon.
Can phai hanh dong; khéng phai kiéu hanh dong thuc
dan, ma 1a ap luc ctia hai phe d6i tac.
Vién anh la cudc chién sé rit ngan, néu cac Tudng biét
doan két. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL])
575-78)

18G00: Lodge phan tich vé noi cac Tho.

Cai chét cia Nhu khong ai luyén tiéc; cai chét caa Diém



khién luyén tiéc, nhung khong gay anh huong 16n. (IV,
1991:578-79)
Kennedy néi muén gap Lodge tai Honolulu trong hi nghi
ngay 19-20/11/1963. (1v, 1991:579-80)
6/11/1963:- * HUE: Ng6 Dinh Cén bi din giai vé Sai Gon.
Thit Tw, 6/11/1963: Sai Gon: Lodge yéu cau BNG nhin nhan
chinh pht1 quan nhan cach mang.
Ngay 4/11, BNG doi hoi chinh phtt quan nhan bao cao rd rang vé
cai chét ctia Diém-Nhu. (Tel 719, 4 Nov 1963, BNG gui Lodge; IV:)
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL291])) 573n2
Ngay 5/11, BNG nhdn manh la tuyén cdo vé cai chét ctia Diém-
Nhu sé ¢6 1oi trong dw ludn qudc té. (Tel 735, 5 Nov 1963, BNG
gtri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL291]))
573n3.
Ngay 6/11, BNG gtti cho Loge ban sao thong cao ngay 5/11/1963
cua chinh pht quan nhan gii BNG, tuyén b hty bo ché d6 Diém,
va thanh 1ap mot chinh phu lam thoi. (Tel 944, 6 Nov 1963, BNG
guii Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL291])
574n4)
Theo Lodge, Thai Lan va Malaysia da cong nhan VN. Chinh phu
quan nhan cling tuyén bo [Tran Tk Oai]cai chét ctia Diém-Nhu la
“accidental suicide.” (IV:574)
bé nghi BNG chép thuan du thao cong dién tra 101 BNG VN.
(IV:574)
(Tel 947, 6 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) [TL301])) 573-574.
Ngay 7/1, BNG My thong bio viéc nhin nhdn chinh phu cich
mang Viét Nam, yéu ciu Lodge trao vin tw trén liic 7G30 ngay
8/11. Toi 7/11, Lodge nén gip Minh, ndi trieéc cho Minh biét.
(IV:574n6-7)
[6/11/1963] 17G00: Lodge gtii dién bao cao voi Kennedy vé
bao cao tong két [wrap-up report] cudc dao chinh.
Vin dé chong Cong: C6 trién vong rat ngén cudc chién, néu cac
Tudng doan két. Phai doan Bri-tén va Harkins dong y.



Chinh phu VN c6 dap 1tng voi 3 diéu kién ciua Mij [hanh quin dinh CS,
phit trién ngi bg, va hanh djng cdi thién lién hé Viét-Mjyj]. Theo Lodge,
Big Minh muén ddy manh hanh quan danh CS, thuc hién cach
mang ndi dia, va cai thién bang giao My-Viét. (IV:575)

Cugc dao chinh lam manh hon hay gidam thiéu kha nang lién hé
voi ddn chiing? Theo Lodge manh hon. Mot nguoi ngoai
qudc khong biét tiéng Viét, nhan xét rang dan ching tng ho
dao chinh, dan ching chao co My, cac chua day nhiing nu
cuoi.

Dam dong xép hang trudc ctra cac toa bao d€ mua bao.

Vé hanh dpng cua My, theo Lodge:

Vao thoi diém vét chua, lién hé My-Viét bi dead-locked.
Diém-Nhu nghi rang My bi méc cau [hooked], khong ddm
lam gi so ton hai dén nd luc chdng Cong, hodc tao canh kho
khan, kho so cho dan ching. Néu hanh dong thi bi mang
tiéng la “thuc dan.”

Dép tng 10i tuyén bd ctia Kennedy, Lodge theo dudi chinh
sdch im ldng va giir thdi dg chinh tri ding [political correctness]
v0i ho NgO. Lodge dwa ra nhitng 107 c6'van ma néu nghe theo, anh
em Dié¢m chic da thodt chét. Ti€p d6 1a nhiing viéc: Khong
cung cdp phi co My ngay Qudc Khanh 26/10, dai VOA noi
vé nhan va dan quyén, va nhiing 161 Lé Xuan nhuc ma cac
vién chitc My khién du luan VN impressed. Viéc cho Tri
Quang ti nan cling tao anh huong. Dac biét la khong cung
cdp tin dao chinh cho Diém-Nhu. (IV:576)

Chinh phu Diém bit dau nit ké khi hau qua viéc ngung
vién trg nhap cang va ngung tra lwong cho LLDB cua Lé
Quang Tung bat dau thdm. Tir thoi diém nay, vi thé cia My
manh hon. Nhitng 16i Diém nho Thuan chuyén cho Lodge
vao sang Thit Sau [1/11] chiing t6 Diém c6 thé bat dau thay
ddi théi do. Phé TT Tho ciing bét dau thay ddi. My bat dau
o ap luec [leverage].

Khong thé nghi ngo gi vé viéc cudc dao chinh thuan la viéc



cua nguoi Viét, va chung ta khong thé quan ly hay
discourage khi n6 da bat dau. Tuy nhién, My da chuan bi
nén dat cho hat mam cach mang trd manh. Ngay 3/11, Pon
da ndi ro diéu doé. (1V:577)
Trong ngay dao chinh, phat ngon vién cila HDQNCM ciing
tuyén bo ro la Diém-Nhu da lam mat vién trg My ma néu
khong c6 Cong San sé chién thang. Cuu Bo truong Y t& Dé
cting nhan manh vao yéu td ngung vién tro.
Day c6 thé€la kinh nghiém cho nhitng noi khac.
Cac co phéan cua Toa Dai st déu dang khen ngoi trong viéc
thuc hién k& hoach. Cd 1é chinh phit Mij sé tién hod dé trinh bi
tai tiéhg véi nhitng bao chiia—chi vi hg chong Cong—khién cé
lap ludgn rﬁng dgc tai CS xa la tot hon sw dgc tai dia phwong.
(IV:577)
Tai nhitng nwdéc nhw VN, nhitng 10i kéu goi, tranh ludn, hay dién
td bang nét mat chwa di. Hanh dong la ngon ngir quoc té&. Hanh
dong cua chiing ta khong phai la thwe din, va L¢ Xudn sai [im khi
budc toi toi la thwce din.
Néu cac Tuwéng doan két, cudc chién sé rat ngan. (IV:578)
(Tel 949, 6 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 302], 575-78
Luc 19G50 ngay 6/11 [6G50 sang ngay 7/11 tai VN], d¢€ tra loi
Lodge, Kennedy khen ngoi Lodge. Hen gap Lodge tai Hoi nghi
Honolulu ngay 19-20/11/1963. (Tel 746, 6 Nov 1963, BNG gui
Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 304] 579-80.
18G00: Lodge bao cao vé dac tinh cua chinh phu Tho.
GOm phan 16n cac chuyén vién c6 kha nang. “Chinh khach”
duy nhat 1a Tran Lé Quang, BT Nong thon.
Quan d6i ndm wu thé. Big Minh la Chu tich HDQNCM. Dén
va Dinh la Pho Chu tich.
buang nhu diéu cho doi, 101 than phién vé chinh pht mai lai
bat dau. Gém chuyén vién hon chinh khach, thiéu vién kién
va thiic ddy giai quyét van dé ctia VN, va so rang sé mat



long tin ctia quan ching. Ngoai ra, con than phién la qua
nhiéu nguoi than Phép, va cac dang phai khong dwoc dai
dién.

Theo Lodge, dan chung vui mung [delighted] vé su
cao chung ctia ché€ ¢ Diém, va quan doi phan khoi véi
s ung ho ctia dan chung. Khong ai thuong tiéc Nhu,
nhung luyén ti€c vé cai chét caa Diém. (Tel 951, 6 Nov
1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
[TL 302]). 578-579

7/11/1963:

SAI-GON: Nguyén Ngoc Tho va USOM dat mot thoa wde

vé vién tro kinh té:
Van phong Thu twedng trach nhiém viéc vién tro.
Vian phong Thu twéng phu trach van dé ACL.
Mot toan hon hop Viét My sé nghién cru tinh hinh
kinh t&. Khoa truong Vit Qudc Thic, Bo truong Nong
thon Tran Lé Quang, va TGD K& hoach Diém & trong
toan nay.
Ngan sach, ngoai trir Qudc Phong, do Pha Thu tudng
phu trach. (Iv:614)
* SAT-GON: Pham Dang Lam tiép C8 van chinh tri Toa
Dai st My. Hoi y kién vé tin don “trung 1ap.” B6 nhiém
Dai st @ M. (Tel 977, 8 Nov 1963, Lodge giri BNG; FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 308] 588-90

Luc lwong Dac biét qui thuan HD/QNCM.

* Pai phat thanh MT/GPMN ra tuyén ngon 8 diém.

Thw Sau, 8/11/1963:

* SAT-GON: Chinh phti Tho ra mat.

- Lodge trao cho tan Ngoai tredng Pham Dang Lam van

thu nhin nhan ché d6 mai cua My.



Lodge hy vong Ng6 Dinh Can sé dwgc doi xtt tir té.
Lam dé nghi Lodge gdp thém Dinh, ndi vé viéc bat gitt
dan trong dém. Hoi y kién viéc b6 nhiém DPai st tai
Oat-shinh-tan.

(Tel 976, 8 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 308] 586-588.

[8/11/1963]- Nhan vién My ndi chuyén véi Bui Van Luong.
Nguyén Ngoc Tho moi Bui Van Lueong tham gia chinh
pht, nhung cac Tudng khong chdp thuan. Luong dugc
moi lam viéc trong chuong trinh ACL, dwéi quyén Dai
t4 Albert Nguyén Cao; trong Bo Nong nghiép ctia Tran
Lé Quang. Luong tw nhan la ban hoc ctia Big Minh va
Poén. Vi Cao la con nudi cua Lwong, Luong duwoc bo
nhiém lam Tuy vién Pha Tha tudng.

Lwong duoc ty thac nhiém vu trdn an dan Ki-t6, nén
thuong du lich @6 day. TGM Nguyén Van Binh ciing
duoc yéu cau tham gia Ban ¢d van d€ khuyén khich
viéc hop tac cta Ki-t6. Minh da hita sé cho Lwong lam
Dai st 6 Roma.

Nguyén VanY dang bi cau luu tai gia va diéu tra.
Duong Van Hiéu bi bat. Thit treong [QVK?] Kinh t&
Au Truong Thanh da bi chinh pha Diém diéu tra lién
lay, va Oong ta la nguoi “cap tién” hay “tién bo”
[progressive]. Colby xen vao hdi phai chang la Marxist.
Luwong tuyén bd khong. Nhitng vién kién cta ong ta
khién 6ng ta thudc thanh phan “cap tién.”

Luong tu nhan la ban hoc cta Big Minh va Don. Khi
dugc tuwdng Minh triéu tap, Luong tri hoadn, vi mudn
biét dich xdac tin Diém chét nhuw thé gitp Lwong coi bd
long trung thanh véi Diém.



Nguyén Ngoc Tho moi Bui Van Liong tham gia chinh
pht, nhung cac Tudéng khong chdp thuan vi lién hé
gitta Lwong véi ch€ do cii. Lwong dwgc moi lam viéc
trong chuong trinh ACL, duéi quyén Dai t4 Albert
Nguyén Cao; trong Bd Nong nghiép ctia Tran Lé
Quang. Vi Cao la con do dau va cuu thudc vién cua
Lwong, Luwong duwgc b6 nhiém lam Tuy vién Phua Thu
twdng. Chuong trinh ACL, theo Lwong, can stra doi,
chi gitt lai nhitng k& hoach co ban phat trién dan chu
va tu tuc [self-reliance].

Lwong duoc ty thac nhiém vu trdn an dan Ki-t6, nén
thuong du lich d6 day. Nhiéu gido dan trinh bay véi
Luwong moi lo ngai vé chinh sach bai Ki-t6 gido ctia ché
d6 moi. Ho nghi dén viéc phai lo tu vé. Lwong da tham
quan d6 day, giai thich véi ho rang chinh phtu khong
bao git bai Ki-t6. TGM Nguyén Van Binh ciing dwoc
yéu cau tham gia HDNS dé khuyén khich viéc hop tac
cta Ki-t6. Minh da hta s€ cho Luong lam Pai st ¢
Roma trong vong ttr nita ndm téi mot nam.

HO6 so vé cai cach néng thon bi dan biéu tinh d6t pha.
Can hai ndm mai hoan chinh lai ho so.

Nhiéu nguoi luyén tiéc Ngo6 Dinh Diém; nhung khong
luyén tiéc Nhu.

(Memorandum ngay 11 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)

8/11/1963: New York: NYT dang bai ctia James Reston, dé
nghi tim cach giai quyét van dé Viét Nam bang mot Hoi
nghi qudc t&. [Xem 10/11/1963]

Thw Bay, 9/11/1963:

* SAI-GON: Lodge bao cao CS gia ting hoat dong.



- Nhan vién My ndi chuyén vdi Pham Ngoc Thao.
[V6 tinh gap Trung ta Nguyén Tru Tran, cau Trudéng
ty Canh sat D6 thanh dwoc 2 ngay, roi ce lam Tinh
treong Bién Hoa, nhan vién My cho biét Pham Ngoc
Thao dwgc cir lam C6 van chinh tri ctia Thiéu twdng bo
Mau. Nhan vién My ben dot ngot ghé qua van phong
Thao, dudi vai ky gia va chua bao khoi van phong
Thao].
Theo Thao, thoat tién Thao la titng ctt vién chitc T 1énh
LLDB, sau lam phu ta cho Mau. Thao tiép xtic mot s6
nha bao dé khuyén khich ho lam sinh déng hon sinh
hoat bao chi.
Thao noéi tham thi vé nhém than Phép va than My
trong hang Tuéng lanh. Nhém than Phap muén da
dang trong khi Thao va nhém than My mudn ludng
dang. Mau mudn thanh lap mot ché do c6 hai dang
theo kiéu My. Trong khi d6 nhém than Phap, nhw Tran
Tt Oai, mudn da dang. Thao mudn hudng dan bao chi
theo chiéu hudng nay. Thao cling dinh t0 chitc nhitng
nhom thanh nién va hoc sinh, sinh vién hanh dong doc
lap véi hai dang, va chi hop tac véi mot dang vao mot
thoi diém nao do.
Thao tiét 10 phe minh muén t6 chiic cudc dao chinh
ngay 24/10/1963, nhung thiéu xe chuyén cho, vi nguoi
lo quan xa rat lui gio choét. Nhitng nguoi trong t6 chic
Thao rat bat man viéc cac Twdéng lam dao chinh ngay
1/11; va hién van giit lién lac, chd xét viéc lam ctia cac
Tuwdng. Hién tai, Thao lam viéc trong khudn kho cua
cac Tudéng, d€ tién téi hé thdong luwong dang.
(Memorandum ngay 9 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,



Vietnam, Box 1)

Chu Nhat, 10/11/1963:
* SAI-GON: Nhan vién My ndi chuyén vdi Pham Ngoc
Thao.

(Memorandum ngay 12 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1) [Xem 1/11/1963]

New York: Bdo NY Times di bai xa luan, kéu goi triéu tap
hoi nghi qudc t€ d€ giai quyét van dé Viét Nam. (1V:592-593
[TL 311])
10/11/1963:
* New York: Bao NYT di bai xa luan, “A Policy for
Vietnam,” vé van dé thuwong thuyét mot giai phap cho Viét
Nam, ké ca viéc trung lap hoa.
Chién dich van dong thuwong thuyét nay cua NYT khién
Pham Bang Lam phai do y My, vi c6 tin don My thay Diém
dé trung lap héa mién Nam. Mendenhall yéu cau Hilsman
6 thai do: Gtri cong dién cho Sai Gon tran an; va Kennedy
tuyén bd trong dién van ngay 14/11 sap tdi chinh sach cta
My. (IV, 1991:592-593)
Thw Hai, 11/11/1963:
SAI-GON: P6n néi chuyén riéng véi Lodge.
Pén néi viée stv dung lao cong dé lam Ap Chién Lugc
[ACL] giam xudng, vi Diém da st dung qua dd.
Cam on 16i khen ngoi viéc Don tuyén b8 ngung bat gitr
trai phép.
C8 gang ngén chin viéc bai Ki-td.
Twéng Minh khdng mudn xuat hién bat tay dam dong.
Doén dong y v6i Tran Qudc Biru 1a phai loai bo hé thong
“cai tho” ctia nguoi Viét goc Hoa.
(Tel 991, 11 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-



Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 309] 590-591)

Nhan vién My lai ndi chuyén véi Pham Ngoc Thao (2 lan:

an truwa, va budi toi).
Thao néi vé Bang Dan Chu, ¢6 thé st dung dé hoat dong ¢ mién
Bac. Dang nay da tham gia Viét Minh ttr ndm 1945, chia lam hai
nhém. Mot nhom theo Marxist; nhém khac ¢6 tinh than qudc gia.
Tai mién Nam, c6 mét sinh vién Y khoa tén Truong Cao Phudc,
con mot chu dén dién cao su 16n; V6 Van Khai, gido su treong Ki-
to Kién Thiét (trén duong Hai Ba Trung), va Thai, mot ky su dién
0 Paris. Thai la ban ctia anh Thao, cuu Pai sit Pong Ptic. Cac bo
treong Y t€ va Gido duc tai mién Béc thudc dang nay.
Thao no6i Tho da thao nghi dinh thanh 1ap Hoi Pong Nhan Si. Tho
con than Phap. HDNS duw tr1 ¢6 118 ngwoi. 24 ngwroi do 12 thanh
vién HDQNCM dé ctr.
Ludng dang
Bao chi: Dwong Van Hiéu chi tién cho Ty Do; Dai ta Tung tra tién
cho Sai Gon Mdi. [p5]
Ki-t6 dang bi chinh tri héa. Rat bdt man viéc c6 quéa nhiéu dai dién
Phat Giao trong chinh phti. C6 qud it nguoi Bac. Va nhat 1a su d&i
tra vé cai chét cua Diém. Vi thé dang c6 nd luc t8 che mot dang
chinh trj Ki-t6. D6 khong phai 1a Dang Phuc H6i Qudc Gia cua
Huynh Vén Lang va Thao. Thao khing dinh Lang khong c6 chan
trong Dang Phuc Hoi Qudc Gia, du ban cua Lang la 1anh tu Pang
nay. Lang c6 thé sip bi bét gitr. Mot s8 Twdng cho rang Lang la
nguoi ctia Nhu, va tham lam cdng qui. Theo Thao, triede kia Lang
la nguoi ctia Nhu, nhung gan day thi khac. Thao khong tin Lang
tham lam cong qui: Vo Lang giau c6; va Lang khong c6 nhu cau
tham lam. Thao dang tim cach dwa Lang vao HDNS dé che cho
cho Lang.
Thao da can thiép véi DS Mau va Mai Hiru Xuan dé phéong thich
Tran Kim Tuyén. Tuyén dang bi bénh tr [hemorrhoids].
Thao néi da bao Xuan bi nhiéu nguoi ghét, bay gio la dip tro thanh
nguoi hting. Xuan nhin nhan tredc day than Phap, tham lam cong
qui va wa dan ba. Xuan c6 thé bi thay trong tuong lai gan.
Vé thanh nién, nén tiép xtc Pham Biéu Tam. Tam c6 nguoi em



lam viéc cho Khiém.

Vé tam ly chién, theo Thao, nén ban véi Minh hay Kim. Pai ta
Chuéan dang coi tam ly chién, nhung Chuan khong biét gi vé tam
ly chién. Thao ciing phé binh tuong tw vé Nguyén Van Tan (?),
Cht tich Uy ban lién b vé ACL. [p7]

(Memorandum ngay 12 Nov 1963; LBJL, NSF, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)

[11/11/1963] Nhan vién My néi chuyén véi Phan Huy

Quat.
Thao luan vé HDNS, Phat Gido, sinh vién, dang phai,
V.. V..
Quat ndi Duwong Van Minh da yéu cau Quat cam dau
HDNS, va Quét da nhan 16i. Ddng Van Sung, Bui Diém
va Tran Van D3 da nop cho Twéng Kim danh sach 40
nguoi cia Ban lanh dao HDNS. Sau d6, Quat trao cho
Dd Mau danh sich 15 nguedi. Chura thé dua ra dai biéu
cua ndng dan. Can bd cua cac Hop Tac Xa déu la can
bd ché do ci, khong duoc dan ching wa chudng.
HDNS coi nhut em ctia Sng anh HDQDCM.
Vé nhitng nguoi luu vong, Quat nghi ho chang cé bao
nhiéu anh huong. Nhitng dang phai cti khong cé gia
tri gi [validity] trong hién tai, va ho can diéu chinh véi
tinh thé mdi.
Vé Phat Gido, Quat khong nghi ho 1a mot thé luc chinh
tri manh, va lanh tu thiéu t0 chitc.
Sinh vién 1a mot thé lyc dang k€, can dwgc hudng dan.
Thich hé thong lwong dang. Chdng lai da dang.
(Memorandum ngay 11 Nov 1963; LBJL, NSF, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)

Oat-shinh-tan: Forrestal yéu cau Colby, dang ¢ Sai Gon,



tim nhitng tai liéu cu thé chitng minh sy unpopularity cua
ho Ngb. (1v:591 [TL 310])
Colby nhén lénh Kennedy qua Viét Nam t&r ngay 3/11 dén
19/11/1963. Honorable Men, pp. 217-220.

Thr Ba, 12/11/1963:

Nhan vién My néi chuyén véi Tuéng Tran Tk Oai, B

tredng Thong Tin.
Vé cudc dao chinh, Oai nghi thoat tién cac Tudng dinh
két thuc vao ntra dém 1/11/1963, nhung kéo dai vi
mudn thwong thuyét. Néu khong thanh cong trude
treea ngay 2/11, két qua cé thé doi khac.
Diém va Nhu bi bit trong nha tho, dua ra TVX, con
song. Diém gitr duoc tu cach, nhung Nhu doi héi va
sardonic dén phut chét.
Oai budn vi cdi chét ciia Diém; nhung khong co gi dang
no6i vé Nhu. Mot Tudng [Dinh?] da sai [am tuyén bd
anh em Diém tu t&; sau phai stta thanh “tai nan”
[accidental suicide].
Vé lanh vuyc thong tin, Oai sé c6 ké hoach bién minh
cho cudc ddo chinh. Mdi tuan sé tung ra mot tin vé ché
do Diém; nhw cudc doi tinh ai cua ba Nhu. Dan chung
nhu bay dé, bo, can hudng dan. Phan Vin Tao, cuu
Tong Giam Ddc Thong Tin, dang bi bat gitt. Nhu da
trao cho Tao 12 triéu dé€ mo chién dich chong Phat
Giao.
Pa bd nhiém mot Dai ta coi vé tam ly chién [Chuan?].
Nguoi duy nhat c6 kién thirc vé tam ly chién 1a Dai ty
Lé Trung Thanh, dang bi cam tu. Thanh méi duoc
thang cap Thiéu ta. (Memorandum ngay 13 & 14 Nov 1963;
LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)



- Nhan vién M§ néi chuyén véi Tuéng Nguyén Hiru C6,
Tw 1énh QK IV.
C6 cho biét dang ti€p xtic vdi ba phe Hoa Hao ¢ Chau
Ddc, An Giang, va Long Xuyén.
V6i Cao Dai, mudn st dung ceeu BT Qudc Phong Tran
Quang Vinh.
Gui 101 tham vién chiec My da tiép xtic C6 2 ndm
truede ¢ Pleiku vé phe than va chong Diém.
Da cach chitc Thiu ta [Tran Khic] Kinh é Can Tho, vi
Kinh la tay chan Lé Quang Tung. (Memorandum ngay 13
Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)
Oat-shinh-tan: Mendenhall b4o cdo 1én Hilsman vé chién
dich van dong thuong thuyét ciia NYT.
DPé nghi gui cong dién trdn an Sai Gon; yéu cau Kennedy
tuyén bo ro lap treong trong budi hop bao ngay 14/11, va
tiép xtc Ban Chu bién NYT dé€ thao luan. (1v, 1991:592-593)
Th Tu, 13/11/1963:
Nguyén Ngoc Tho tiép Phillips.
Theo Tho, ttt nam 1959, Diém gat Tho va Minh ra ngoai
v1 cht bai.
Tai mién chau tho, chinh phu da thua tran vi mat long
dan ttr 2 nam qua. Thi du nhw mdc du VN da giét
duoc trén 20,000 VC, VC hién nay manh hon trudec.
(IV:596)
Tai An Giang, chang han, dan chting phai chju swu
dich 100 ngay mot nam, tirc mat khoang 1,000 dong
loi ttec hay tién thué ngwoi thay. Trong khi d6, VC chi
thu thué ttr 50 téi 100 dong. Boi thé, cach nao ho ung
hd mot chinh quyén xau hon CS. (IV:596) Khi Tho
trinh bay véi Diém, Diém dwa ra mét danh sach tw



nguyén lao dong, c6 chit ky. Tho ndi tai liéu dé nguy
tao, nhung Diém khong tin, cho Tho la defeatists.
Hoa Hao la thanh phan chong Cong hang héi. Tho va
Minh da xin Diém cap vi1 khi cho ho, nhung Nhu gat
di. Nhu ap dung chinh sach chia dé€ tri. (Iv:597)

Dan Khmer ciing vay.

Theo Tho, can trdnh nhitng 15i Iom cii. Can phai xét
lai viéc thuee thi ACL. Ngay Tho vaMinh cung mat
dan long tin ctia dan chung. Dan khéng con tin ai sau
mot chudi nhitng 16i hita khong gitt ctia cac chinh
phu ttr thoi Phap d6 hé.

Tho va Minh ¢ y dinh: Stza chita lai nhitng 16i [am cti
dé thu phuc nhan tam; khuyén khich lyc lwgng Bao
An-Dan vé hoat dong manh hon. Can trang bi vii khi
cho Hoa Hao, Cao Dai va nhitng phan ti Ki-t6 chua
duogc trang bi. (IV:597) Sé huédn luyén va trang bi dan
Khmer. (IV:598) Giup phat trién kinh t€ va xa hoi
trong cac ACL, va bao vé an ninh cho ho.

Sé hoat dong manh ¢ vung Ca Mau dé€ danh pha cac
mat khu VC. Dung céc toan biét kich Hoa Hao.

Sé thanh lap cdc ACL mot cach Iwra chon, va mot co
quan chi huy nd luc binh dinh. Dé nghi Phillips tiép
xuc Bui Van Lwong, hién tam thoi coi ACL. Do dé
nghi ctia Tho, Phillips dwa ra 3 dé nghi:

Thiét lap mot co quan ddc trach binh dinh tong quat.
Cung cd va cai thién nhitng ACL da xay dung.

Huy bo van dé corvee. USOM sélam moi viéc d€ giap
VN.



Phillips nghi rang Tho va Minh da nghi dén van dé
vung chau thd tir lau, va mudn Big Minh coi viéc binh
dinh. (1V:598-599)

(Memorandum ngay 13/11/1963, Phillips; IV:596-599 [TL 314])
[13/11/1963] Nhan vién My ndi chuyén vé6i Tran Trung
Dung.

Theo Dung, ¢6 khuynh huéng hon loan [anarchy] hay
qua khich [demagoguery]. Don xin thanh lap dang
phaéi va hon 100 don xin ra bao boc 16 diéu nay.
HDPQDCM dang do6i dién nhiéu khé khan. Nhu viéc
thanh lap HDNS. Ngay hom qua, Phan Huy Quat ndi
voi Dung la Trung ta Thao dinh chia HDNS thanh hai
nhom, nho Phan Huy Quat cam dau mot nhom bao
tht1, va Phan Khic Stru mdt nhém cap tién hon vé cai
cach xa hdi. Quét chwa chic da nhan 16i. Nhiéu nhan
vat tén tudi co 1€ sé tir choi tham duw.

Dung dé nghi thanh lap mot Qudc Hoi véi nhitng trach

nhiém gidi han nhu nong ¢t cia nén dan chu sau nay.

Chon 10 téi 15 lanh tu qudc gia ¢ uy tin, nho ho dé cie

nguoi hién tai. Quéc Hoi sé soan thao hién phap va ban

hanh nhitng luat can thiét, nhw luat bao chi.

Dung yéu cau My ap luc HDQDCM thuyc hién y kién

nay. Nhan vién My dé nghi Dung tim cach pho bién y

kién trén, nhv dang mot bai bao, va My sé yéu cau

HDCM nghién ctru van dé.

Trong s6 nhitng ngwoi luu vong, rat it nguoi cd thé tha

dién mot vai tro. Nguyén Tén Hoan kh4, nhung Pham

Huy Co v6 dung. Tran Van Tung qua than Phap. Vi

Van Thai hay Dang Dtc Khoi chi dung ¢ vai tro

chuyén vién, khong chinh tri. Trong s6 cac dai st, Tran



Vian Ldm, Tran Chénh Thanh, Trin Vin Chuong.
Chuong co6 thé lam Ngoai truong. Tran Kim Tuyén la
nguoi tot, nhung thudc ha xau. Nhan vién My nghi
Dung c6 thé déng gép mot vai tro. (Memorandum ngay 13
Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)
13/11/1963: Trung twdng Mai Htu Xuan, TGDCSQG, bao
cdo 1én B An Ninh vé tinh trang gido dan.
Mot 58 dong bao gdc Bui Chu van tng ho Ngo Dinh
Diém. Ho tap trung tai nha tho Bui Phat duong
Truong Minh Giang, nha tho Nga ba Ong Ta, nha tho
Phti Nhuéan cau nguyén cho NDDiém. Theo ho Diém
con sdng, mot ngay kia sé tro lai 1anh dao VNCH.
Trong khi d6 tin d6 Phat Diém ctia GM Tt chong
Diém. PThT, HS 29253:
Xuén yéu cau by Thong Tin c6 bién phap danh tan tw
teong than Diém. PThT, HS 29253:

Pai dién Phép tai Ha Noi, de Buzon, bdo cdo Pham Van
Dong cho rang dao chinh 1/11/1963 1a dtng.
Sé dén luc My chan chién tranh. Yéu cau Phép anh
huong My ton trong Hiép wdc Geneva. FRUS, 1961-1963,
1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL317]) 601n2)
Oat-shinh-tan: Forrestal néi chuyén véi Dai st Phap
Alphand.
Alphand ndi Phap sé cong nhan chinh pht méi, nhung
khong nong nhiét nhw My. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991) [TL 317]) 601

13/11/1963:



- Nhan vién My [Colby?] néi chuyén véi Tran Trung Dung.
Theo Dung, c¢é khuynh hidéng hon loan hay qua khich. Pon xin
thanh 1ap dang phai va hon 100 don xin ra bdo bdc 16 diéu nay.
(Memorandum ngay 13 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)

13/11/1963:

Sai Gon: Rufus Phillips gdp Tho vé ACL. Tho mudn

Phillips cho biét y kién thang than vé ACL.

Tho “reminiscing” nhitng ngay thang lam viéc véi
Lansdale, Big Minh va Hoa Hao, Cao Dai, ¢6 van cho
Diém; nhung tit ndm 1959 bi Nhu gat ra ngoai vi coi la
“cht bai.” [IV, 1991:596-597]

Chinh phu dang thua tran ¢ mién dong bang. Thi du nhuw
hién nay s6 VC nhiéu hon hai nam trude, du 20,000 VC da
bi giét.

Tai An Giang, dan ching phai suu dich tdi 100 ngay mot
nam dé lam ACL cung tu b6 duong xa, cau cong.

VC chi danh thué 50 t6i 100 d6ng.

Chinh sach chia dé€ tri gitta 3 ton gido lon: Hoa Hao, Cao
Dai, va Ki-to, va Viet-Mién. [IV, 1991:596-597]

Muon vién trg My mot cach “thong minh.”

Dwa ra mot sO ké hoach:

Stra lai nhitng 16i [Am cii;

Vo6 trang Hoa Hao, Cao Dai va Mién.

Chu1 tam dén khia canh kinh té va xa hoi cua ACL da thiét

lap d€'16i kéo sy uing ho cua dan chung.

Chu tam ddc biét dén vung Ca Mau.

Dung thém ACL.

Lap mot co quan chi huy 6 trung wong k& hoach binh

dinh.

Pé nghi gdp Bui Van Luwong. [IV, 1991:597-598]

Phillips dong y v6i Tho; [1V, 1991:598-599] [Xem 18/11/1963]



13/11/1963:
Oat-shinh-tan: Bundy chu toa budi hop hang ngay ctia Ban
Tham Muu CVANQG.

Ban vé bai cia Halberstam tdn cong Harkins trén trang nhat NYT,
“Coup Hurts Harkins.” Néu 1én sur khac biét gitta Lodge va Harkins,
gitra Harkins va cac Tudng VN, Harkins chi phoi Nolting. (Halberstam
sap roi VN)
Ngay nay, NYT ciing loan tin vé budi hop quan trong tai Honolulu vao
ngay 20/11/1963 sap toi.
13/11/1963:
Forrestal noi chuyén véi Bob Kleiman, editor cia NYT, vé
bai ctia Halberstam. Cho rang “irresponsible” va chi do
“personal animus” vdi Harkins.
Kleiman cho rang nén nwong co hoi thwong thuyét mot
giai phap chinh tri. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
[TL])) 594-595)
13/11/1963:
BNG chi thi cho Sai Gon: Chinh sach cua My Kennedy da
dua ra nhitng nét dai ceong vao thang 12/1961.
Giap VN duy tri doc lap. Chinh sach nay duwoc Rusk tai xac
nhan ngay 8/11/1963.
Muc tiéu ctia My 1a tro lai tinh trang ngung ban nam 1954.
Néu thé, My sé rat quan.
M§ da chitng minh thién chi bang 15i tuyén b sé rut
1,000 quan. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL]))
599-600)
13/11/1963: Rusk chi thi cho Lodge tim cdch ngung nhitng
loai tin d6n vé Harkins. (IV, 1991:600)
13/11/1963: Forrestal néi chuyén véi Dai st Phap vé thai do
Paris véi tan ché d6 o Viét Nam.



Alphand néi My chéng bao gio hoi y kién Paris vé DNA,
Phap cling khong can tham khao My trude. (Iv, 1991:601)
Th Nam, 14/11/1963: * Da Lat: Nguyén Khanh néi chuyén
voi phai doan My.
Clung tham du c6 Dai td Ng6 Dzu, TMT; Trung ta Quy,
ceu Trung doan treong 41, tan Tinh treong Lam Dong;
Dai ta Jasper Wilson, ¢d van trudéng QD 1L
Khanh tiét 19 ttng tham dy cudc dao chinh. Khi Khanh
gap D& Cao Tri, dwoc Tri cho xem mot chi thi mat bat
gitr bat ct ai tO chitc dao chinh; tuy nhién, Tri nga theo
Khanh. Thoat tién, cudc ddo chinh du tru vao ngay
31/10/1963, nhung 1lui lai hom sau d€ c6 dong du si
quan dy phién hop vé ACL c¢6 Ng6 Dinh Nhu chu toa.
(Memorandum ngay 16 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)

14/11/1963: Oat-shinh-tan: Kennedy hop bao.
Tra 1oi nhiéu cau hoi vé VN, nhung khong dé cap dén van
dé hoi nghi qudc té. (Public Papers, Kennedy, 1963, tr. 845-53)
15/11/1963: * SAI-GON: Céc dai hoc mé ctra tro lai.
- Thanh lap Ban Chi dao Lam thoi Sinh vién.
Gom c6 Nguyén Thanh Hung, Nguyén Hitu Dong,
Nguyén Thanh Son, Canh, T6 Lai Chénh, v.. v... (PThT,
HS 29383)
Tuy nhién, cac dai dién phan khoa khong chiu tham dw
vi khéng tan thanh dwong 16i cia Hung va Bong. Ho
lap nén nhitng nhém riéng: Nho (Khoa Hoc), Dzi,
Khoan (Van Khoa), Da? (Duogc), Phan Trong Tué (con
Phan Quang Pén), Ly Dai Nguyén, Tran Quang Thuan
(Phat Giao), v.. v...
Ban Chi dao SV ngay cang mat uy tin va chia ré vi cac



sinh vién khong hai long véi tan Tong trudng Gido Duc
Pham Hoang Ho. H6 van gitt nguyén cac vién chtic
gido duc c@i, tir Khoa truong, Gido su dén nhan vién
van phong. Mot s6 nguoi nay ting bi két an lam tay sai
mat vu cho ché do Diém. Tai Dai hoc Van Khoa, co:
Khoa truéng Bui Xuan Bao (Can Lao), Gido su Nguyén
Vian Trung (Can Lao), Lé Thanh Tri (Can Lao, Dan biéu
Khéa 3), TTK Bui Binh Tan (mat vu). Ngoai ra, H con
gtti Thue Ngo de doa sinh vién.
Thiéu twéng Tran Tkt Oai, ceu Tong truedng Thong Tin
duwoc giao ddc trach thanh nién va sinh vién. Oai gitup
cho sinh vién mot tru so hoat dong, phuong tién di
chuyén, &n loat, tai chinh, gio phat thanh hang tuan va
biét phai mot sd si quan Nha CTTL sang cong tac voi
Sinh vién. Tt cudi thang 12/1963, Trung tuéng Pham
Xuan Chiéu ddc trach vé sinh vién. Nhung da s6 déu
nghi ngo dung tam ctia cdc Tudng lanh, tho o véi Ban
Chédp hanh Tong Hoi Sinh vién Toan qudc. Sw hiém
khich Gido-Lwong cting khién THSVTQ mat dan uy
tin.
Ttr sau ngay “Chinh ly” (30/1/1964), sinh vién bi chinh
tri hoa hoan toan. Phe than Nguyén Ton Hoan, phe
ting hd Tran Van Ly. Cac can b Cong San ciing bat
dau xam nhap. [Xem 5/2/1964]

15/11/1963:

Hué: Colby néi chuyén véi D6 Cao Tri.

Tri ndi vé ké hoach hanh quan vuot bién gidi qua Lao.

Chua tim ra dwoc tai san ctia Can. (Memorandum ngay 15 Nov

1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)

16/11/1963:



* SAI-GON: Thanh lap “Uy Ban Diéu Tra Toi Ac” va "Uy
Ban Diéu Tra Tai San Thu Déc Bat Hop Phap” ctia ché d6
Diém.
- Nguyén Chénh Thi, Pham Van Liéu va nhitng si quan
chong d6i ché' do Ngd Pinh Diém tir Nam Vang vé nudec.
- S& CIA Sai Gon bao cao: Lodge mudn thay Harkins
Cac Twéng VN coi Harkins nguoi cua ché do ca. (IV,
1991:602-603)
Chu Nhat, 17/11/1963: MTDT/GPMN ra tuyén cao doi:

(1) My cham dutt can thiép vao Viét Nam;

(2) thanh 1ap chinh phu lién hiép tai mién Nam; va,

(3) thong nhat dat nuwdc.
* PHU YEN: Hai dan vé v cé ban gay thanh gia nha tho
Ki-t6 thon Pht Duong, quan Séng Cau.

Ngay 21/12/1963, D Cao Tri, Tw 1énh QD II, cho 1énh

giai chitc hai dan vé trén. (PThT, HS 29372a)
Thé Hai, 18/11/1963: SAI-GON, 11G00: Big Minh tiép
Phillips.
Phillips da quen Minh t&r ndm 1955. Minh néi khong hé
nghi rang cé ngay tré thanh qudc truong, va ciing khong
ngo phai dao chinh, mot diéu Minh muén trénh bang moi
gia.
Vé ACL, theo Minh, trén ly thuyét t6t, nhung khi thiec hién
khong dung, va dwoc khai thac cho riéng uy tin Nhu. Tai
vung chau tho, nén cho dan chung tequyét dinh tro lai lang
ci hay ¢ lai trong ACL. Tai mién Trung, bién phap hién
nay dang, nhung tai vung chau thé khong ap dung mot
cach may moée duoce. Can hanh quan cap nho hon st dung
dai don vi tai vung nay vi lang mac & rai rac. VC s¢ loai
hanh quéan véi don vi nho nay. Can thu phuc nhan tam.



ACL, nguyén tic tot, nhung dp dung nhiéu sai lim. Tai dong
bang Cieu Long, giit mot s6’ ACL, nhweng cho dén chiing bi cuong
ép vao ACL tré vé qué cii. Tai mién Trung, tot; nhwng khong dp
dung dwoc 0 mién Nam.

Duwa ACL vao ké'hoach binh dinh.

Muodn thanh cong trong viéc binh dinh, can t6 chirc lai lanh
tho quan sy. Can dao nguoc hé thdng tam gidc tap trung o
cdp quan hay suw doan. Cac don vi duoc hoat dong tai mot
khu chi dinh trong mét thoi gian dai, va nhdn manh vao
nhitng cudc hanh quan c&p nho. O cap tinh ciing vay. Can
tan quyén xudng cap dwdi.

Mot trong nhitng van dé kho khan la thiéu nguwoi duoc
huén luyén chuyén mon ¢ cdp tinh, quan cling nhu dan su.
Can mo nhitng 16p huan luyén ddc biét cap quan.

Qudn dgi cin dwoc cdi t0 theo dién dia. Phin quyén t6i cip tinh.
Thiéu nhan lyc, dan ciing nhw quin sw ¢ cdp tinh.

Van dé nghiém trong nhat la tham nhiing. (IV:605) Hién
nay tham nhiing lan tran ttr trung wong tdi dia phwong. C6
18 phai dung bién phap hoan chuyén va néu can xtt ban
nhiing nguoi tham nhiing nhat. Phillips dé nghi nén tring
tri ho hang nhitng nguoi c6 quyén thé trong chinh phu
moi.

Minh néi nguoi My khong biét duwgc mac dd tham nhing
ctia chinh phu truede. Vién chiic chinh phu bat dan phai
mua kém gai d€ lam ACL du dan biét kém gai duoc phat
khong. (IV:605) Tinh tredng Nha Trang cho mon bai doc
quyeén gao va ca. Trén trung wong con to6i t¢ hon ntta. Hoa
thwong dé nghi biéu quan do¢i 50 triéu dong, va ca nhan
Don 20 triéu d€ duoc doc quyén ban than dude. (IV:606)
Gdnh ndng di san ciia ché’dg Diém la tham nhiing.



Nhiéu tinh va qudn triedng ban gidy kém gai. Néu cin bin mot
vai nguoi lam guong.

Cuwu tinh trwong Nha Trang va ddc quyén mon bai cd. Hoa
thiong ddc quyén ban than 6 Ca Mau. Hita cho Don 20 triéu va
quan doi 50 triéu.

Thanh tra bat than.

Tai mién Tay, ndng d6 Hoa Hao.

Sé bé nhi¢m Dai 1ty Ddo, tity vién Twong Kim, lam tinh truong
Long An. Sé cho lén Thiéu ta. Ké'hoach khdc la Ca Mau.
Phillips: He is as unpretentous and candid as in the past. (IV,
1991:603-7)

Minh dinh st dung 2 bién phap: cong khai tuyén bs va
thanh tra bat thuong. Ca nhan Minh sé di cac tinh d€ thanh
tra. Viéc thay d6i thai d§ cta cac vién chitc chinh phu voi
ndng dan 1a diéu uu tién hang dau chinh phu Minh mudn
thuec hién. (IV:606)

Tai vung chau thd, hai ké hoach chinh la tai vo trang Hoa
Hao va thuc hién phuwong phap ACL mdi tai nhitng khu
khac. Minh dinh chon Long An lam thi diém. Dai uy Lé
Minh Dao, chanh van phong cua Tudéng Kim, sé dugc
thang Thiéu t4 lam tinh treong. Cing can cha tam vao
vung Ca Mau. (IV:606)

Ciing dang quan tam la no luc trong sach hoéa trung wong.
Nhiéu vién chtic cao cdp nam trong danh sach tra lwong
cua VC, qua hé thong Hoa thwong. (IV:606)

Theo Phillips, Minh van khong thay d6i gi. La Tuéng hang
dau cua VN. C6 dtic tinh an can va cam tinh khéu goi thién
cam ctia dan ching. Minh ¢ thé trd thanh mét 1anh tu 16n,
nhung phai thuc day ludn, vi Minh von la nguoi khiém
nhuwong [humble]. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL



319] 607 (603-7)

Toa Pai st Philippines trao tra Ngo Trong Hiéu, cuu B

treong Cong Dan Vu.
Hiéu, theo mét tai liéu My, bi tinh nghi 1a can b tinh bao chién
lwoc CS.

- Trung ta Veong Van Dong tit Nam Vang vé nudc.

Thw Ba, 19/11/1963: Colby roi Viét Nam.

CIA Sai Gon bdo cdo Don sé cho Phoumi bi mdt qua tham Viét

Nam. Don, Kim va Khiém cho CIA biét Big Minh da dong

y moi Phoumi tham Sai Gon vao cudi thang 11/1963, va

LLDB dan sy VN sé€ hoat dong vuot bién gidi qua Lao.
CIA My dong y, nhung mudn duy tri lién hé t6t véi
Souvana Phouma. Tel 2540, 19 Nov 1963, CIA Sai Gon gt
CIA; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 320]) 607-608

Tht Tw, 20/11/1963:

Sai Gon: Tuyén b6 thanh 1ap Hoi Bong Nhan Si [Council

of Sages]. Véi nhiém vu tw van va dai dién cac dang phai.
(Tel 1092, 20 Nov 1963, Sai Gon guiri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL])) 609n2) [Xem 23/11/1963]

20/11/1963: * HONOLULU: TT Kennedy chu toa phién hop
Hoi dong chinh phu dé€ duyét xét van dé Viét Nam. Lodge,
Harkins tham dw. (IV, 1991:608-624)
Cong b6 NSAM 263 da biéu quyét ngay 11/10/1963.
Ban thdo vé tinh hinh VN.
Chinh tri [Lodge, FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
[TL321]: 608-11
Twong lai gin ddy hy vong [hopeful]. Cic Twéng doan két
va mudn xiic tién nd lwc chién tranh. Ho hiéu chién tranh
v0i VC khong thuin tity quan sw ma con vé chinh tri va tim
ly. Ho quan niém cai cdch xa hgi va kinh té'tro gitip cho chién
thing. (IV:608)



Gidm hodc hity bé lao cong bit budc [forced labor hay
corvée].

Cung c6'nhitng ACL da dung, vi banh truéng qud nhanh.
Tam ngung xdy dung thém.

Loai bo cdc cai nguwoi Vigt goc Hoa va budn 1u [racketeers].
Dbn né luc dwa Cao Dai va Hoa Hdo vé phia chinh phil.
(1V:609)

Tai vign tro Qitip kinh té'hoi phuc. Xin gite mikc vign tro it
nhat bang thoi Diém.

Cic Twong néi vé khuyén khich sw phit trién cic dang chinh
tri, va bd nhiém thém chinh dn, bién 1y, v.. v... Theo lodge,
diéu nay qua ly thuyét. Hoi Déng Nhan ST [HDNS] va sw
cdp tién héa chinh tri dii lam hai long mgt s6' nguwéi tan hoc.
Khong nén day nhanh viéc din chii héa nhw biu ci, v.. v...
Tai Viét Nam, viéc thay d6i chinh phii bang bao lyc chiea thé
thay thé bang biu cir. Néu trong 6 thing t6i khong xdy ra
viéc gi giita cdc Twong da la may mdn. (IV:609) Cic Twong
la nhitng nguoi ¢6 ditu ¢ méi va ho hiéu nhu ciu cdi thién
xd hoi, kinh té. Vién chirc va bdo chi My dirng mong bién ho
thanh nhitng hinh dnh trong ddu 6c minh. Khong thé’ theo
doi va bt bé ho ting chiit mot. Trong vai thing hay dé ho
thiec hién nhitn diéu ho mudn. Tir ngay lén cam quyén, cdc
lanh tu VN hanh dong c6 can nhdic. Ho c6 giang han ché viéc
thanh trieng ché’ do cii [purges], viéc doi xwr véi dan chiing
va bdo chi cdi thi¢n. Hién gio hiwea biét ai nam hét quyeén luc,
nhung cic Twéng nd ly dwa phe din sy vao chinh quyén.
(IV:610) Tém lgi, nhitng gi My dang lam nham vao thu
phuc nhin tdm [to win over the minds of the people]. Ké cd
VC. Thuyét phuc binh si VC ngung cim sing dé tw ciru
minh khoi cdi chét. Van dé nhw thé" khong chi quin s,



nhwng kinh té; xa hgi va chinh tri nira. (IV:610)

Lin ddu tién trong nhiéu nam, chinh phu trung wong diegc
thi din ting hg. Nhung néu mudn chién thing cin sy ung
h ¢ ving thon qué nita. Hién nay, nong din vin
“apathetic.”

Tinh thé’moi ciing cin thay doi vé phia Mij. Ciin xem xét
nhitng chwong trinh nao phai thay déi. Thi du nhw vé quin
sw, cin ¢6 hé thong chi huy mai, tinh than chién diu hon
phong thi, va s6'quan tham chién cin thiét. (IV:610)

VE kinh té, chéng han, ciing nén xét lai. Hién dang nd liec
viegt qua chinh phii trung wong, lam viéc voi cdp tinh. Co
thé’c6 mot cdi nhin madi v6i thw lai Sai Gon.

Cian chudn bi ngay ban giao cho Viét Nam. Bdo cio
McNamara-Taylor da dinh ngay tiét thodi la cudi nim 1965.
Nén dinh 16 ngay cho cdc ké'hoach USOM va USIS. Nhung
G phiit chét, chiing ta van c6 thé'néi dai ki han. (IV:610)
Lodge van mudn sw hi¢n di¢n cia My tai Viét Nam trong
twrong lai, nhung véi mgt vai tro va nhu ciu khac. (IV:611)
Tra loi cau hoi cua Rusk, 1a liéu 6 thé tién dan dén dan
chtt héa ma khong gay tré ngai cho nd luc chién tranh,
Lodge tra 10i c6 thé cé tién b trong viéc dan chu hoéa
néng thon, nhung khong nén trong doi ngay mot cdu
triic dan chu kiéu Tay phuong. (IV:611)

Rusk héi cach nao dé€ cac Tudng khong chia ré. Lodge
néi can cho ho biét 1a chinh phtt My quan niém rang su
doan két cé 1oi cho su sinh ton cta dat nuwdce. Thi du
nhu My chiing to su ing ho Tudng Minh. Qua nhitng
cudc néi chuyén véi Minh, Pon, Kim, Lodge nghi rang
ho muén tranh nhing hiém khich trong ndi bo
HDQNCM. Ho tin rang sé kiém soat duwoc Pinh.



Nhung Lodge hoai nghi, vi Dinh khéng chi nam Bd An
Ninh, ma con la Tulénh Qb III.

DPap cau hoi ctia Taylor vé y dinh cac Tudng vé hinh
thai chinh quyén, Lodge néi cidc Tudng hiéu
HDQNCM chi c6 tinh cach tam thoi. Tuy nhién, hién
nay chua thdy mot nhan vat dan sy nao ndi bat. Lodge
lap lai 1a My nén kién nhan cho cdc Tudng tap trung
vao nd lyc chién tranh, dting thic ddy manh vé cai cach
chinh tri hay bau ct. TheoLodge, cac Tudng thuce sy 1o
lang cho dat nuwdc, chuong trinh ctia ho hop 1y [they are
sincere, that they have the good of their country at heart,

and that they have a basically sound program]. FRUS, 1961-
1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL](611)

Quan sy [Harkins, FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
[TL 321] 612-613

Harkins néi gitta Harkins va Lodge khong cé sw khdc biét vé
thuee trang cudc chién nhiw bdo chi mo tda. Lodge dong y.
Harkins néi tiép la van dé khong nam 6 s6'liéu thong ké, ma
6 long dan. Mudn chién thing phdi t6i gin dan, lang nghe
ho.

Ngay sau khi cugc dao chinh xay ra, miec hoat djng ciia VC
ting lén 300-400%. Nhwng tw sau ngay 6/11, tinh hinh ém
diu din, tro lai mirc cii. Tie ddu thang 10/1963, mirc d§ chiéu
hoi giam xudng. Nhwng tudn qua, trén 350 Hoa Hdo vé
hang. Cao Dai cing vdy. Vé din thiéu s cao nguyén,
khodang 220,000 nguwoi hang phuc qua ké'hodch CIDG. Hién
nay, khodng 400000 dén Thugng nam trong viing chinh phtl
kiém sodt. (IV:612)

42 tinh truedng va 253 qudn trong chic chin chiu dnh hwéng
cudc ddo chinh. Dan chiing coi hg nhunguwoi ciia ché’dg cil.



Chinh phii méi chic sé thay doi hodc bit ho dogn tuyét voi
ché’dd cii. (IV:612)

Twong Minh mudn thong nhit hé thong chi huy, va ddy la
diéu tot.

Vin dé la tian chinh phit ¢6 lam gi dé'bao ddam an ninh cho
nong dan, va cdi thi¢n doi song ngheo khd ciia ho. (IV:613)
Chinh phu méi dang khdm phd ra nhiéu chuyén la: Trong
Thanh Cong Hoa c6 téi 50 tan dan dwoc. (IV:613) Vin dé
tdai b6 nhiém nhitng cwu tinh trieong, quin truong va cdc
HSQ chinh tri. Nén lam gi véi Hién binh. (IV:613)

Kinh té'[Brent],

Ngay 7/11/1963, Nguyén Ngoc Tho va USOM dat mot théa
woc:

Vian phong Thii twéng trach nhiém viéc vién tro.

Viin pong Thi twéng phu trach vin dé ACL.

M@t todn hon hop Viét My sé nghién cieu tinh hinh kinh té.
Khoa trieong Vii Quéc Thiic, BY truong Nong thon Trin Lé
Quang, va TGD Ké'hoach Diém ¢ trong todn nay.

Ngian sdch, ngoai trir Qudc Phong, do Phu Thii tirong phu
trach. (1V:614)

Nhu cdu vién trg My khé 16n. Ngan qui qudc phong
1én t6i ¥4 tong s thu nhap qudc gia, va vuot xa trén thu
nhap ctia chinh pht trung wong. Méc dut QH My cat
giam vién tro, xin cho VN it nhat ciing bang ngan sach
nam 1963.

Ngay 8/11/1963, vién trg PL 480, Title I dwgc tdi cip. Mij cung cip 4.3
trigu MK nhdp cang bdt mi va siva dic cé dwong.

Mjj ciing dang theo doi va nghién civu kij cang nhitng dé nghi ciia Vigt
Nam. Mgt phin dé giir dp lwc, vi khong mudn cho VN mot ngdn phiéu
dé'trong [blank check]. Hy vong la kinh nghiém méi ddy sé cho phép Mj



thdo ludn viéc phuc hoi hoan toan vién trg theo nhitng dirong hirong Mij
muon. (IV:614)

Hai diém ding ghi nhin: Viéc ngung vién tro hang héa khién giip tia
lita dién cho cudc ddo chinh dé"van hoi né; va, véc ngung vién trp khong
danh hwdng Qi dén sinh hogt kinh té néi chung. Sw gia ting gid cd da
dwoc cho doi tie trieée. (IV:615)

Vé'khia canh xd hoi, ci 6 By truwong ma Brent tham viéng déu mudn
chdm duet tinh trang séng trong s hdi. Sinh vién va Phat gido nghi ho
xitng dang dwoc tirong thirong vé cudc dio chinh. Ho dathanh 1dp mot
Téng hoi v6i nhitng muc tiéu chinh tri va cd thé’tré thanh vin dé. Twéng
Minh da tiép xiic véi ho va mudn thanh Idp mot 6 chikc giong nhw Peace
Corps. (1V:615)

C6 mot khi thé’'moi ¢ Vigt Nam. Cdc Twéng tw tin, nhung khong qud ti
tin. Ngueoi Viéthiéu ring néiu thi nghiém nay that bai, ho chang con co
hoi nao khdc.

Rusk héi vé Thuiin. Lodge néi Thuidn mudn xudt ngoai va Minh cd thé’
cwe Thuiin lam Dai siz. (IV:615)

Vé vin dé cunglam viéc hon hop, Brent néi chi & cdp tinh. Rusk mudn
thiy ¢ cdp trung wong. (IV:615)

Tho dong y gidm s6 nhip cang bot mi va sita cuia Phdp con 50%. (IV:615-
616)

Brent néi VN hy vong xudt cing 300,000 ton gao trong nam. Vi nim
téi, tang 30%. McNamara néi nén ting vién trg mua phdin bén
[fertilizer] dé ting mirc xudt cang gao. Khong thé ting thué, nén ting
udt cang. (IvV:616) FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL
321]: 613-616

Cdc tinh [IV:616-618 [TL321]

Harkins néu 1én 13 tinh dding lo ngai: Qudng Ngdi, Binh Dinh, Phuéc
Thanh, Binh Dwong, Tdy Ninh, Hiu Nghia, Long An, Kiéh Tuong,
Dinh Tuwong, Kién Twong, Kién Hoa, Chwong Thién va An Xuyén.
(1V:616)

Tai An Xuyén, CS kiém sodt tir thip nién 1940. Moi nam, CS xudt cing
10 triéu MK gao va than sang Thdi Lan, Singapore va Ién Sai Gon. Mii
dang nghién citu viéc phong téa dwong bién. (IV:617)

Cin t6 chirc mang lwdi tinh béo tai cdc thon xd vi luc lugng quin sy



khéng dii. (IV:617) Vé ACL, chi c6 khodng 60% 6 phia Bic NVN thanh
cong. (1V:617)

Vien anh voi chinh phi méi [1V:618-622]:

Silver liroc trinh tinh hinh kinh t¢"Viét Nam:

Mikc chi tiéu gia tang 60% trong giai dogn 1960-1964, trong
khi vién tro My (vao khoang 40% sw chi phi ciia chinh phi
trung wong) giam xudng. Ly do chinh yéu la gia tang chién
phi, 100% trong giai doan nay. Trong khi d6, chi phi khong
quin sw trong ké"hoach chong phan loan ciing gia tang, ddc
bi¢t la ACL.

Trong tai khéa 1964, chinh phui Diém wdc tinh sé bi deficit
9 ti dong. USOM woc dodn khodng 7 ti. 7 ti nay vao khodng
30% tién phdt hanh (twong dwong vdi 50 ti MK trong ngan
sdch My). (IV:618-619)

Day la sy kho khin vi VN co ban la xir néng nghiép, voi mot
can ban kij nghé nhé. That kho dé giai dap nhu ciu vé hang
tieu dung. Du gid ca chuea tang nhiéu, nhwng tinh trang nay
kho giir lau.

Sw ton dong vién trg va viéc chuyén sw chi tiéu xudng cip
tinh giam mikc chi tiéu ctia chinh phu trung wong. Ngoai ra,
s0'thang dw ngoqi té giam tir 200 triéu nam 1961 xudng 155
trieu nam 1962, va tang lén chit it nam 1963 [khoang 170
triéu] nho sw gia tang xudt cing. (IV:619)

USOM wva VN sé ng6i xubng dé gidi quyét. Phai gia ting
viéc thu thué, tang thué (nhdt la diu lira), va giam chi din
sw 1 t dong. Co'ging it mikc chi phi quén sw & mikc nim
1963, va gidi thiéu nhirng bién hdp tiét kiém mdi nhw ting
s0'kién thiét (lottery), mo thém ngin hang nong nghiép, v..
v... Nén kinh t&'c6 thé chiu dwng ndi mirc ting tién tir 1 t6i
1.5 ti dong. Nhw thé, VN sé bi deficit khoang 2 ti dong trong



ngan sdch. S62 ti nay sé trich ra tir thang dw ngoai té khoding
170 trigu MK. Nam 1960, s0'ngoai té thu vé la 88 tri¢u. Nam
1961 con 70 triéu, do gidm gid cao su va ggo. Nim 1962 chi
dwoc 47 trigu, do nan lut lam hw hai mua mang. Niam 1963,
dw tru thu vé 80 triéu, va n8m 1965, 95 trigu. Tong so nhdp
cang hién nay la 250 trigu, chwa ké vign tro MAP va ACL,
nhwng ké’ca CIP. Dy dodn nay chi cho chinh phu, chw ké tw
nhin. (IV:619)

Bundy hoi tai sao mirc thiéu hut 2 ti quan trong trong khi
hai ndam 1962 va 1963 thiéu hut dén 3 va 4 ti. Silver néi gid
ca da tang 15% trong 3 ndam qua, va cfng voi sy thiéu hut
cil, 2 t thém vao nay tao van de.

McNamara hoi tai sao nita phin trieée nam 1963, so’ tien
cung cap tang 20%, s0'tién nay di vé dau? Silver tra loi din
chung giir lgi tién, va nhat la VC mudn tang dw trie tien dé
phong truong hop ACL cit diet ngudn thu nhdp tai nong
thon. (1V:620)

McNamara lo ngai ring mikc ting tién lieu hanh, cong véi
9 ti thiéu hut tich lity nhitng nam trwdc, sé tao kho khin cho
chinh phii méi. Mij cin Qitip duy tri sy vieng chic kinh té&
trong vong 12 t6i 18 thing téi. Néu kinh té'khd khin viéc
chuyén tir chinh quyén quin sw qua din sw hiiu nhw bat khd.
McNamara nghi rang Mij cin yém tro cdc tuwéng vé kinh té.
Néu cin, gidm bét chi phi quan sw dé bdo dam sw 6n dinh
kinh té

Bell nghi rang cin giri chuyén vién ngoai hang Mij qua VN
dé cung soan thdo ké'hoach trong hai thing téi.

Veé nhdp cang, Janow néi nam 1962 VN nhdp cang 280 triéu,
nam nay, 238 tri¢u va nam 1964, 255 trigu. Sw nhip cang
thwong mai nay cao hon xudt cing khong 150 triéu. Cong



v0i nitng mat nhdp cang khdc, thiéu hut khoang 250 trigu.
S§'tien nay khién kinh t¢'VN chiu dyng khong noi.

Twong Timmes trinh bay vé ngdn qui Bdo An va Din vé.
86% ngin sdch cho Bio An va 95% ngin sich Dan vé dung
dé'tra lwong va tro cdp. Ngin sich QP n8m 1964 la 14.5 ti
dong. Co thé’ gidm bét 100 t6i 200 trigu dong néu chinh phil
maoi tdi to chike cic lyc lwgng.

McNamara néu 1én rang wéc lwong ciia Timmes va Silver
khdc bi¢t nhau 750 trigu dong. Theo McNamara, VN sé can
hét tién trude khi chién thang dwoc CS. Chinh phii mdi dang
ngoi trén mot thung thudc nd [a keg of political dynamite].
Qudn va kinh vién khong di dé’buvao sw thiéu hut nay.
Bell dong y. Dé nghi nén giit chin cic Twong trén liea, bit
ho phdi tdn dung ngudn vt liéu ban xit, va khong thé cam
thdy thodi mdi vé kinh té"va quan sw trén mikc thiec té.
Fraleigh néu 1én vin dé sir dung phan bén. VN it dung phin
bén nén thu hoach chi dwoc 50% cuia Dai Loan hay Nhit
Ban. Fraleigh dé nghi tang gdp doi tién mua phdn bon cho
tai khoa 1964. Cie 70 MK thém cho phdn bon, sé ting mirc
thu nhadp gao lén 110 MK. Bell dé nghi nén gia ting vi65¢
cho vay no [credit] mua phin bon. Lodge thém vao la Nam
VN c6 thé'la ngudn cung cip gao nhiéu nhat tai DNA.
Rusk ndéi sé ban véi Nhit vé vin dé phin bon trong chuyén
di téi.

McNamara néi cugc dao chinh tgo nén mot thir euphoria
trong tam tri nguoi My Dong y cic Twéng than My, nhuwng
VC ¢6 kha nig duy tri cudc chién. Cian givp cdc Twénchién
thing, khoan hy vong qud sém. (IV:622)

Nhiing diéu cin lam [1V:622-24]:

Trueheart nghi ring cic Twéng phdi tiép tuc ké'hoach ACL,



giir 107 hiva ctia chinh phil trwée. Chi sira chika lgi nhitng 16i
ldm cii, nhw overextension. Cdc Twéng ciing can chon viing
chdu tho Ciru Long lam wu tién hang ddu, cung 13 tinh
twong Harkins da dwea ra. (IV:623)

Twong lai, sé phai thanh 1dp thém ACL, cé thé’1én téi 1000
don vi, va doi ché nhitng dp khong tot. 70% ACL & chdu thé’
khong ding tiéu chudn. Ciin cai thién doi song kinh t¢"va xi
héi cuia ddn ching. So'tién 1 ti dong cho ACL da du, khong
cin MAP. (IV:623)

Rusk hoi vé vin dé y té'trong cic ACL. Harkins néi VN hién
c6 750 y si, nhung 450 phuc vu trong quin doi. (IV:623)
Bundy hoi vé gi6i chirc chiu triach nhigm ACL. Trueheart
noi My khong thay d6i, VN do mgt L7ly Ban Lién B9 phu
trdach.

ACL khéi ddu bang 10 trigu MK vién tro. Hién nay VN tai
trg, nhung mot phian trong so6'35 trigu MK cua My ding
cho ACL nam nay. Dédn chiing ciing déng gop swu dich dé
co sy rang budc voi ACL.

Truheart néi la 70% ACL khong dat tiéu chudn, khong co
nghia la CS kiém sodt. Theo Harkins, mgt s6’ ACL bi VC tan
phd, mgt s6'nga theo VC. Khéng ro VC kiéim sodt baop nhiéu
ACL. (IV:624) (Memorandum of Discussion, 20 Nov 1963; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 321]) 608-626.

Thw Nam, 21/11/1963:

* NEW YORK: Bdo New York Times loan tin la tai Hoi nghi
Honolulu, chinh phu My quyét dinh triét thoai 1,000 trong
s0 16,500 binh si My tai Nam Viét Nam, hiéu luc tir ngay
1/1/1964.

Tht Sau, 22/11/1963:

*DALLAS, TEXAS, 12G30 CST [22G30, NVN]: Kennedy bi



am sat khi tir Love Field téi Dallas Trade Mart &€ doc dién
van.
13G00: Kennedy chét. 14G38: Phé TT Lyndon B.
Johnson tuyén thé ké vi Kennedy trén phi co Air Force
1, tir Dallas 1én Oat-shinh-tan.
* OAT-SHINH-TAN, 8G00: Bundy chi toa phién hop Ban
Tham Muu HDANQG.
Can chan chinh lai Toa Dai sir Sai Gon. C6 hiém khich
gitta Harkins va Lodge. Can lap mét Ban tham muu
cho Loge. Lodge 1a mét strong-minded man, can cé
mot Phé Dai st lo viéc quan tri [s€ cit David G. Nes].
Phai duy tri ACL. Giéi quan su bat dau nhin thdy sy
nghiém trong ¢ vung chau thé.
Vé chinh pht quan sy, e rang su hop tac kho kéo dai.
Khong hiéu su lién két gitra cdc Tudng sé kéo dai bao
lau. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p 625-26 [TL322,
608-26])
Th& Bay, 23/11/1963: SAI-GON: “Big” Minh ky Sac lénh
thanh lap Hoi Bong Nhan Si.
Sé gom tur 40 t6i 80 "nhan si." Viéc nay da dwgc ban
thao tir ngay 5-6/11/1963. biéu khién cac chinh khach
khong hai long la quyén luc danh cho Thu tuwéng Tho
trong viéc lién lac véi HDNS. (IV:648-49)
[Ngay 11/11/1963, Phan Huy Quat tiét 10 véi nhan vién
My la Duong Van Minh da yéu cau Quét cam dau
HDNS, va Quét da nhan 16i. Ddng Van Sung, Bui Diém
va Tran Van D6 da nap cho Tuéng Kim danh sach 40
ngroi. Sau dd, Quat trao cho D& Mau danh sich 15
nguoi cta Ban lanh dao HDNS. Chua thé dwa ra dai
biéu cua nong dan. Can b ctia cac Hop Tac Xa déu la



can bg ch€ do ci, khong dwgc dan chung wa chudng.
HDNS coi nhu em cta ong anh HDPQDCM.
(Memorandum ngay 11 Nov 1963; LBJL, NSF, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1)
[Ngay 13/11/1963] Tran Trung Dung ndi véi nhan vién
My la ngay 12/11, Phan Huy Quat ndi vdi Dung la
Trung ta Thao dinh chia HDNS thanh hai nhém, nho
Phan Huy Quat cam dau mot nhom bao thu, va Phan
Khéc Sttu mot nhom cap tién hon vé cai cach xa hoi.
Nhiéu nhan vat tén tudi co 1€ sé tir chdi tham duw.
Dung dé nghi thanh lap mét Qudc Hoi véi nhiing trach
nhiém gidi han nhu nong ¢t cia nén dan chu sau nay.
Chon 10 tdi 15 lanh tu qudc gia ¢ uy tin, nho ho dé cie
nguoi hién tai. Quéc Hoi sé soan thao hién phap va ban
hanh nhitng luat can thiét, nhw luat bao chi.
Dung yéu cau My ap luc HDQDCM thuc hién y kién
nay. Nhan vién My dé nghi Dung tim cach pho bién y
kién trén, nhv déng mot bai bao, va My sé yéu cau
HDCM nghién cttu van de.
Nhén vién My nghi Dung c6 thé dong gép mét vai tro.
(Memorandum ngay 13 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 1) [Xem 2/12/1963]

* OAT-SHINH-TAN: McNamara lam phiéu trinh lén

Johnson, yéu cau tang quan vién cho VNCH.
Can thay Harkins vi cac Tuéng nghi Harkins lién hé chat
ché véi ché d6 ch. Dé nghi ct nguoi thay Trueheart vi
Trueheart da ¢ VN trén 2 nam. Hoan tat trudc ngay Lodge
101 Oat-shinh-tan. Khang dinh ving chau thd Ctru Long la
muc tiéu chinh. Yéu cau tang vién tro cho tan chinh phu
VNCH. [TL 324]) 627-28

Rusk lam phiéu trinh cho bu6i gdp mat gitta Johnson va



Lodge.
Tinh hinh c6 vé hy vong. C6 nhiéu bao dam thang tran hon
chinh pht Diém. Sé rat 1000 linh khéi VN trude cudi nam
1963. M6i quan tam la liéu cac twdng c6 doan két dén luc
chién thang. Vé kinh t& ¢4 khé khian. Nam 1964, thidu
khoang 100 triéu MK sau khi c6 vién trg. (IV:629)
V& chinh tri, chinh pht 1am thoi gom HDQNCM 12 Tudng,
1 ndi cac dudi quyén cyu Phé TT Nguyén Ngoc Tho va Hoi
dong Nhan Si. Minh va Tho la ban ct, lam viéc duogc voi
nhau. Nhung cac Tuéng bat dau chia ré. Dang ngai nhat 1a
Ton That Dinh, Bo treong An Ninh kiém Tw 1énh QK IIL
Chinh pht mdi duwgc su tung ho cta thi dan. Nhung nong
dan tiép tuc apathetic nhw thoi Diém. Cac Tudng nhan hiéu
nhu cau thu phuc sy yém trg ctia ho.
Ngay sau dao chinh, VC gia ting hoat dong 1én 1000 Ian méi
tuan. Hién nay da giam xu6ng binh thuong, khoang 300-400
vy. Chinh phu méi sé tap trung vao vung chau thd, Nam
Sai Gon.
Vé kinh t€, m&i lo nhét 1a sy thiéu hut khoang 100 triéu My
Kim cho tai khoa 1964. Vién tro My hién nay la 95 triéu cho
CIP va 30 triéu cho PL 480. Tai Honolulu, McNamara dé
nghi néu can chuyén bét vién trg MAP qua, du ngan sach
MAP ciing thiéu 12 triéu MK. (IV:630)
Lién hé nudc ngoai: Lién hé My-Viét tuyét hao
[excellent].
Lién hé v6i Kampuchea khong tot.
Chinh phu VN hop tac véi Phoumi. Pang 4p lwc VN
lam viéc véi Souvana Phouma.
Lién hé voi de Gaulle khong t6t, vi de Gaulle coi cac
tudng lam can trd ké hoach trung lap hda. FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 629-30 [TL 325])

Chu Nhat, 24/11/1963:



* CA-MAU: Dénh 16n & Cha La, cach Ca Mau 20 cay s8 vé
phia Nam.
Phat hién mot don vi phong khong caa CS. (IV:648)
* Hau Nghia: 300 VC tan cong trung tam huan luyén Dan
Sy Chién Dau tai Hiép Hoa.
4 c8 van My bi mat tich. Do ndi tuyén dan duong. Thuong
vong cao, nhiéu v khi mat. (IV:647)
* Phnom Penh: Chinh phu Kampuchea gtii dién van cho
hai nudc dong chu tich Hoi nghi Geneva, yéu cau triéu tap
modt hdi nghi qudc t&€ d€ bao dam su trung lap caa
Kampuchea.
Ngay 26/11, Bo Ngoai Giao Kampuchea chuyén mét ban sao
thong diép trén cho Toa Dai stt My. (Tel 417, 26 Nov 1963,
Phnom Penh gti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
[TL?]) 641n3.

* [24/11/1963] OAT-SHINH-TAN, 10G00: Lodge hop véi
Hilsman.
Budi ndi chuyén gom 3 phan. Phan tha 3 chua giai mat.
Phin I: Dai cuong:
Lodge dong y véi chinh sach tong quét ctia BNG.
Chi yéu cau viéc xay dung toa dai st mdi can cht trong
vao viéc an ninh va tu vé. Trén san thuong, can mot bai
dap truc thang [a helicopter landing pad]. Viét Nam la
mot dan toc hung bao [a violent people] and something
violent could happen in the future. (IV:632)
Vé chinh phu VN, c¢ dé€ ho phat trién mot phuong
thitc lam viéc riéng.
Pong y chon Nes lam Pho Dai st.
Tw 1énh Thai Binh Dwong can mot Tudng Bo binh.
FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 632-633 [TL 327]
Phidn thi 2: Cdch d6i xir véi BV:



C4 tin CSBV mudn thwrong thuyét. BV chang mong wéc
gi hon 1a My rut khoi mién Nam. Triét thoai quan khoi
VN la tang khong BV trén dia bac.
Pua ra dé nghi 2 giai doan: cay gay va ca ca rét. Cdy
gdy: Thong bdo cho Ha Noi la My bat dau hét kién
nhan, sé c6 nhitng bién phép tra diia, trir khi Ha Noi
kéu VC ngung hoat dong.
Ca-rét: Dung mot duong giay khac cho Ha Noi biét My
sé rut quan néu Ha Noi called off the Viet Cong. (1V:634)
K& hoach nay khéc v6i k€ hoach théng nhat va trung
lap ctia de Gaulle. Ciing khéac dé nghi trung 1ap hoa
mién Nam ctia CS va Kampuchea. Ké€ hoach ctia Lodge
14 bién Bic Viét thanh mot thir Yugoslavia, mot xir CS trung
lﬁp (IV:634) FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 328]
633-634

* Averell Harriman, Thtt tredng NG dac trach chinh tri

[Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs], gdp Lodge.
Ban vé Bac Viét, Lodge c6 y kién la khi mién Nam du
manh, sé de doa Bac Viét phai ngung yém tré VC mién
Nam, bang khong sé oanh tac mién Bac. Sau khi CSBV
¢ vao tinh trang so hai, sé ti€p xtc truc ti€p véi Ha Noj,
doi ngung xam nhap mién Nam dé déi lai viéc ngung
oanh tac. Lodge nghi rang Ha Ndi vita sg M§ oanh tac,
vita s¢ cau ctu Trung Cong vi khé duoi TC ra.
(Memorandum ngay 24 Nov 1963; LBJL, NS File, Country File,

Vietnam, Box 1; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL
329] 634

* 15G00: Lodge hop vdéi TT Johnson, Rusk, McNamara,
Ball, Bundy va McCone.
Lodge lac quan vé tinh thé VN sau dao chinh. Vao



thang 2 hodc 3 sé thay két qua. Cudc chién co thé rut
ngan. (IV:635)

Lodge noi khong tham du vao cudc dao chinh, du ap
lwc ciia My —ddc biét 1a 101 tuyén bd sé triét thodi ndm
1965—tao khi thé€ cho [encouraged = khuyén khich]
cudc dao chinh. Bic Viét co y dinh dan xép. (1v:635)
Sau cudc dao chinh ai ndy déu vui ming, va dua ra
nhitng bttc hinh ching té phan tng ctia dam dong.
Poén dang ¢ mat & Oat-shinh-tan va ¢ thé cung cap
tin tiee.

Ca ngoi TGM Kham mang Vatican, [Salvatore d'Asta]
va tiét 10 sé gdp Gido hoang Paul VI ngay Tht Tu
[27/11/1963] &€ trinh bay vé vién anh cang thang Gido-
Luwong. Theo Lodge, TGM Thuc lién quan vao nhiéu
cudc thanh trimg va bo tu nhiéu nguoi, ké ca ba linh
muc Ki-td. (1v:635)

Can cling giét hai nhiéu nguoi, va chén vui ho trong
mot nghia trang riéng. (IV:635)

Lodge noéi ca nhan khong chiu trach nhiém vé cai chét
cua Diém-Nhu. Néu Diém-Nhu nghe 16i khuyén cua
Lodge, ho da duoc an toan. Lodge noi chinh minh da
ctu mang song Can, va Thuc roi VN theo 1énh Kham
st Vatican. (1v:635). [TT Johnson ghi thém la chiéu ngay
1/11, Lodge da dé nghi gitip Digm dwoc an toan thin xdc,
nhung Digm tang 10.” (Johnson, 1971:43)]

Lodge c6 vé lac quan va thuyét phuc dwgc Johnson la
dang thang tran. McCone xen vao néi tinh hinh
nghiém trong hon Lodge nghi. Sy tiép tuc gia tang hoat
ddng ctia VC tir dau thang 11/1963. S6 lvong cdng dién
gitra cap chi huy VC cho thay VC sé tiép tuc cudc chién.



Quan doi khong dap ting dwoc khia canh chinh tri va
cac lanh dao dan sy khong huong tng.

Johnson néi nhiéu ngudi cho rang dat van dé viec My
dinh liu vao cudc dao chinh. Mot s6 dan biéu va TNS
doi triét thoai khoi VN. Johnson van tw héi viéc 14t do
Diém ding hay sai, nhung la viéc da r6i, va Johnson khong
phai quyét dinh. (IV:636)

Johnson ndi khong hai long véi nhitng gi My da lam &
Viét Nam. Qud nhiéu giu 6 va chia ré. Bundy ndi sé
thay Trueheart. Johnson 1ap lai 1a Dai st la nhan vat sd
1, va chiu trach nhiém véi Johnson. (IV:636)

McNamara dé nghi cho kinh vién rdng rai. Johnson
dong v nhung nhin manh 1o My khong thé cdi bién moi
nguoi A Chdu theo dinh kién Mij. Cn tiép tuc cudc chién,
khong quan tam ldm vé cdi cach xd hoi. (1V:636)
McCone ghi nhan diém khéac biét gitta Johnson va
Kennedy “tone”: Johnson muén nguoi hanh dong
[doers], va khong dd lwong sy phan hoa tai Nam Viét
Nam. (IV:637)

Theo Johnson, ngay sau khi tuyén thé ké vi, Johnson
da ty hita sé ndi tiép duong 16i cua Kennedy trén lanh
vire ngoai giao qudc t&. Pic biét 1a Dong Nam A va
hiép wdc SEATO ma theo Johnson dang. (1971:42) Nho
ro nhiing 101 cudi cung cua Kennedy tai bta an sang o
Hoi Dong Thuong Mai [Chamber of Commerce] Forth
Worth: “The balance of power is still on the side of freedom.
We are still the keystone in the arch of freedom, and I will

continue to do so as we have done in our past, our duty ... ”
(Johnson, 1971:23) [Xem 27/11/1963]

Lodge lac quan vé tinh thé VN sau dao chinh. Bao cao



sé gdp Gido hoang Paul VI d€ trinh bay vé vién anh

cang thang Giao-Luong. Theo Lodge, TGM Thuc lién

quan vao nhiéu cudc thanh tritng va bé tu nhiéu nguoi,
ké ca ba linh muc Ki-t6. Can ciing giét hai nhiéu nguoi,
va chon vui ho trong mot nghia trang riéng. Lodge noi

chinh minh da cttu mang séng Can. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:

Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 635 [Tai liéu 330)

[Sau bu6i hop, Johnson chup hinh véi Lodge,

McNamara, Rusk va Ball. NYTimes ngay 25/11/1963

dang ban tuyén cdo 1a My sé theo dudi chinh sach cua

Kennedy quyét dinh tai Honolulu] FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:

Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 635-637 [Tai liéu 330); Johnson, Vintage Point,

1971:22, 43-44) [Xem 2/12/1963]

Thit Hai, 25/11/1963: * SAI-GON: Lé truy diéu va cau hon
cho TT Kennedy.

Tai chua Xa Loi va Vueong Cung Thanh DBuong. Big

Minh va HDQNCM du 1€ tai chlia Xa Loi. (IV:648)

- Sinh vién, hoc sinh dién hanh tuong niéem Kennedy.
Thi Ba, 26/11/1963: * LONG-XUYEN: Duong Van Minh du
18 tuyén htra trung thanh ctia Hoa Hao.

Nhan dip nay Georges Perruche, Dai bién Phap, c6 dip

noi chuyén véi Minh,. Lé Van Kim va Pham Dang Lam.

(91:266)

* Oat-shinh-tan: Ban hanh NSAM [National Security
Action Memorandum] 273 ngay 26/11/1963.

1. Muc tiéu chinh cta My la gitp Nam Viét Nam
chdng lai cudc noi loan ctia CS do bén ngoai diéu khién va
yém trg. Moi nd lurc ctia My déu nham vao muc tieu Giap
VNCH chién thing.

2. Muc dich triét thodi ctia quan My trong tuyén bo



ngay 2/10/1963 [tirc vao nam 1965] khong thay doi.

My sé rit 1000 quin nhu da tuyén bd ngay 2/10/1963.

3. Muc tiéu 16n cua My 1a yém trg chinh pha lam thoi
dé tu cung c6 va thu phuc nhan tam [sw ung ho cta da sd
dan chung].

My giap chinh phu 1dm thoi hién nay d€ ciing c6 va
phat trién public support.

4. Tat ca moi vién chiec My doan két dé€ thuc hién
nhitng muc tiéu cua My tai VN.

Céc co quan, vién chitc My can doan két.

5. Ciin 6n dinh tinh hinh ving chiu thé. [Hanh dong: Moi
nguoi déu hanh dong dudi quyeén Dai sit]

Tap trung nd luc vao viing chau thé.

6. Qudan va kinh vién khong dwéi mikc dd cung cdp cho chinh
phu trieéc. [Hanh dong: AID va DOD trong pham vi]

Vién trg My sé€ duy tri twong dwong véi chinh phu
trudc.

7. Soan thao ké& hoach tang gia hoat dong. K& hoach
phai dwgc TT chap thuén [Hanh dong: Ngoai Giao, DOD
va CIA]. Trong mdi truong hop, phai wdc luong 4 yéu t&
[factors]: Resulting damage to NVN; The plausibility of
denial; Possible NVN retaliation; Other international
reactions. (IV:639)

8. Hoach dinh k& hoach hanh quén vao Lao.

Hanh quén trong pham vi 50 dim trong linh tho
Lao.

9. Cai thién lién lac véi Kampuchea [Hoat dong: BNG]

Cai thién lién hé véi Campuchea.

10. Can chiing minh cho duw luan qudc té'la Ha Noi s
dung cac tuyén xam nhap tir Lao va nhiing hé thong khac.



Can mot th Bach thw mai.

(LBJL, NSC, NSAM'’s; IV:637-640; Johnson, 1971:44-46) [ Xem

2/12/1963] Cong b6 nhiing tai liéu vé sy xAm ling mién Nam cua

BV. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:637-40 [Tai liéu 331])

The Jorden Report: A Threat to the Peace, North Viet Nam’s Effort to

Conquer South Viet Nam” (8/12/1963)
The final version included the plan for SVN’s additional activity,
especially for sea-going activities.
NSAM 273, a general instruction from the President to
the department heads, instructing them “to assist the
people and government of South Vietnam to win the
contest against the externally directed and supported
Communist conspiracy” through training and without the
application of overt US military support” was discussed
on November 24, 1963 and approved by Johnson two days
later; The Pentagon Papers: The Department of Defense History of
United States Decisionmaking on Vietnam. The Senator Gravel
Edition. 5 vols. (Boston, 1971); vol. II, pp. 191, 223-24; cited
henceforth, The Pentagon Papers (Gravel); FRUS, 1961-1963, vol
1V: Vietnam, Aug-Dec 1963, ed. by John P. Glennon (Washington:
GOP, 1991), Docs 331: NSAM 273, pp. 637-40 [McGeorge
Bundy’s version], 347: Hilsman’s memorandum of Dec 5, 1963
on the status of NSAM 273, pp. 666-79.
But Johnson also approved the planning of covert
actions against North Viet Nam by CIA-supported
South Vietnamese forces, to be known as Operation
Plan 34-A which was first raised on November 20, at

the Honolulu conference; Robert S. McNamara, with Brian
Van De Mark, In Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lesson of Vietnam
(New York, 1995), pp. 102-3, 107-8 [NSAM 288, ngay 17/3/1964,
p. 274; The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 1971, vo lII, p. 314
[supporting Khanh, USOM has to report on any coup
information]. Chester Cooper, in contrast, records that Johnson's
first National Security Council meeting was not convened until



Thursday, December 5. Idem., The Last Crusade: America in
Vietnam (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1970), p. 222. (Cooper was
then a White House aide to McGeorge Bundy, Special Assistant
to the President for National Security Affairs.) The full text of
NSAM 273 remains unknown. For Johnson's report on this
meeting, see Lyndon Baines Johnson, The Vantage Point:
Perspectives of the Presidency, 1963-1969 (New York: Holt,
Rinehart & Winston, 1971), pp. 44-5.

1954-1960:

SVN: NSC 162 & 5602

SEA: NSC 5429 & 5612

VN: Kennedy, 1961-1963: : NSAM 52 [11/5/1961, steps to
strengthen VN, The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), II, pp. 643; 111
[22/11/19611, The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11, pp. ; 124
[18/1/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11, pp. 660; 131
[13/3/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11, pp. 667; 132
[19/2/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11, pp. 666;
157[29/5/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 11, pp. 672; 162
[19/6/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), II, pp. 681; 178
[9/8/1962], 182 [24/8/1962], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), II,
pp- 689; 211 [Diem’s reorganizational plans in exchange for
US advisers (Jan 1962); (Gravel), 11, pp. 449-54], 249
[25/6/19631, The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), II, pp. 726; 263 [Oct
11, 1963]; FRUS, 1961-1963,1991, pp. 395-96; United States-
Vietnam Relations, 1945-1967, Bk 12, p. 578; The Pentagon Papers
(Gravel), 11, pp.769], 268 [20/11/1963],

Johnson: 273 [26/11/1963], The Pentagon Papers Gravel, 11, pp.
457-54; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:1963, pp. 637-40 [Tai liéu 331]) 1,
288 [17/3/1964, approved all twelve recommendations of
McNamara’s report of 16 March 1964], The Pentagon Papers
Gravel, II, pp. 459-62], The Pentagon Papers (Gravel), 1971, vo 111,
p- 314; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, pp. 166-167 [153-67 [doc 84], 167-



69 [tel 1454, Johnson gti Lodge, 17/3/1964, 9:28 p.m., doc 85],
170-72 [524% NSC meeting, 17/3/1964; doc 86], 172-73 [doc 87]

Tht Tuw, 27/11/1963: Ngay 27/11/1963, Ban Bi thu Dang
LDVN méi ra qui dinh vé ché€ do déi véi can by, nhan vién
“cong tac mién Tay.”

Mbi nhiém ky 3 ndm. 40% phu cdp lwong. Mdi nam dugc 15 ngay
phép. Sau do, tiép tuc. (VKDTT, 24:1963, 2003:667-74) [Xem
29/11/1963]

Oat-shinh-tan: Johnson noéi chuyén trudc lwdng vién QH:
“We will keep our commitments from South Vietnam to Berlin.”
(Johnson, 1971:43)

Tran Chanh Thanh gap Hilsman. Thanh la Dai st tai Tunisia,

qua Oat-shinh-tan du Ié tang Kennedy. Hilsman tran an Thanh

la chinh phti Johnson sé thyc hién chinh sach yém trg Nam Viét

Nam ctia Kennedy.

[3/12/1963: Thanh vé nuéc] (IV, 1991:640-42)

Viéc triét thoai 1,000 quan My la mot don chinh trj,
chting to sy thanh cong. Pong thoi tang tinh than VN va
phan bac lai tuyén truyén cua CS vé muc tiéu My tai Viét
Nam.

Vao thoi diém nay, viéc hudn luyén quan doi VN da
hoan tat. Theo Thanh, tai Nam Viét Nam, tuyén bd rut quan
My c6 nghia chong lai Diém. Yéu cau My bo di ham y &y
v6i chinh phu mai.

Vé Khmer Ty Do [Khmer Serei], VN da pha mot dai
phat thanh. Nhung van con mot dai khac. Yéu cau My truy
tim dai nay. Hilsman dong y.

Hilsman lap lai nhitng diéu kién nhan vién BNG da néi véi
Thanh ngay 26/11: dinh lai bién gidi; VN trd no cho
Kampuchea. Vé van dé nguoi Viét goc Khmer, nén tang 1o
vihola cong dan Viét Nam. (Tel 874, 27 Nov 1963, BNG gui Sai



Gon; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [Tai liéu 332) 640-
642

Tht Nam, 28/11/1963:
Tht Sau, 29/11/1963:
* Ha No6i: Chi thi s6 69/CT-TW, ngay 29/11/1963, ctia BBT
vé viéc t6 chite 1 tuan 18 tng hd mién Nam. (VKDTT, 24:1963,
2003:675-679) [Lé Van Luong ky] [Xem 16/12/1963]
* SAI GON: TGM Francesco de Nittis, Kham mang
Vatican, than phién Gido dan Ki-t6 bi nguoc dai tai Thira
Thién va Quang Tri.
3/12/1963: Nguyén Ngoc Tho yéu cau BT An Ninh diéu tra. Ton
That Dinh: CS xti duc. (PThT, HS29253)
* Qat-shinh-tan: John McCone bdo cdo vé chinh pha vo
hinh VC.

Chién lwgc vo trang giai phéng [armed liberation] ctia
Mao va H6 ¢6 muc tiéu chinh yéu la thanh 1ap nhitng can ctt an
toan va dan dan mé rong chung. Tai nhitng khu an toan nay, ti
ndm 1946, VC lap nén nhitng co phan cta mot quasi
government.

Tai nhing vung CS chua kiém soat, CS dung chién thuat
“hit and run.”

Tin tinh bao méi day cho thdy VC dang theo nhiing
patterns tuong tw. Linh VC vira chién ddu vira thu dién vai tro
civic-action. Tai liéu mdi tich thu dwoc cho thdy VC chi thi cac
cap giup dd dan chiing va tranh tao su chdng d6i ctia dan chiing
nhu vi pham cac chua va nha tho.

VC van ti€p tuc k€ hoach cai cach ruong dat, nhu cap
phat ruéng dat cho ndng dan. Tuy nhién, VC giam thiéu 4p luic
trén nhém “trung nong” va khong thiec hién hop tac xa nong
nghiép [land collectivation].(IV:633)

VC thuong tra tién hay bonds khi mua thuc pham.



VC phan tan cac thuwong bénh binh trong cac nha dan
ching. Y dwgc va y si, y cong thiéu.

Cé hé thong gido duc. Ngay 19/11, dai giai phong loan tin
c6 1,000 treong hoc va 2 triéu hoc sinh tai vung giai phong. S6
nay c6 thé bi phong dai, nhung chac chan c6 mot hé thdng gido
duc pho thong.

VC cho cac bo lac thiu s6 ty tri va dwa mot sd ra Bac huan
luyén. (IV:644)

VC ciling sit dung dai phat thanh, bao chi, phim anh va nhitng

doan van nghé d€ tuyén truyén.

Cé rat it tin tie vé “ap chién dau” cta VC. (IV: 645 [642-45, TL

333])

Thw Bay, 30/11/1963:
* SAI-GON, sang: Lodge gip Minh va Kim.

Minh va Kim cho biét sé dat trong tdm vao viéc binh dinh khu vuee

Sai Gon/Chg Lén va vung chau tho. Giao cho ba Tudng Phat,

Thiéu va C6 trach nhiém. Minh va Kim cting xac nhan khong c6 y

dinh giét Ngb Dinh Can. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV, 1991:645-47)

1. Lodge ndi Johnson quyét tam tiép tuc trg gitp VN chién dau

cho ti do.

2. Minh ndéi viéc VC tan cong ban ngay la do noi tuyén, nhat la

LLDB. Chuyén nay da xay ra tir 2 ndm nay vdi su dong 16a cua

Nhu, trong nhitng ngay cudi da kéu cttu véi VC. Diéu nay chinh

phtt VN c¢6 bang chiing. VC ciing ban than Ca Mau cho chinh pht.

(IV:645)

3. Minh da b4t dau hoat dong ngan chan xam nhap, loai boé nhitng

HSQ dugc b8 nhdm vi 1y do chinh tri, va sé dt cac si quan c6 kha

nang dtng cho.

4. Dan chting bé di khoi nhitng ACL xau, ¢ lai nhitng chd t6t.

(IV:645)

5. VC da loi dung su thay dodi chinh phu dé cung ¢ nhiing gi da

chiém duwoc dudi ché d@d Diém. (IV:646)

6. Sé xay dung nhitng ACL t5t. Chi phi cho mdi ACL 20,000 dong

qua it. Can nhiéu hon.

7. Mudn cé nhitng todn “brain-trust” My lam viéc v6i nguoi Viét. Nhu



mudn giit mot khoang cich véi My. cdc Tudng chang cé gi dé' phdi diu
digin. (IV:646)

8. Rat khich 1¢ viéc thu phuc Hoa Hao va Cao Dai.

9. Mudén My gitp phuong dién tinh bao. (IV:646)

10. Minh va Kim cho biét sé dat trong tam vao viéc binh dinh khu
vue Sai Gon/Cho Lén va vung chau tho. Giao cho ba Tuéng Phat,
Thiéu va Coé trach nhiém.

11. Mudn biét Théi Lan ¢ yém trg Khmer Ty Do [Khmer Srei] hay
khong.

12. My c6 gitup Diém lap dai phat thanh Khmer tw do?

13. Thuc chang Sihanouk la CS? Tai sao khong dat mot nguoi
chéng Cong 1én thay?

14. Mot phai doan Lao sé ghé Viét Nam.

15. Minh va Kim cling xac nhan khéng cé y dinh giét Ngd Dinh
Cén.

16. Lodge mudn cdc Twdng 6n dinh tinh hinh trong thing 1/1964. Minh
va Kim nghi rang vao cudi thing 2/1964. (IV:647)

(Tel 1093, 30 Nov 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:646
[645-648] [TL 334])

Bao cdo cua CIAveé tinh hinh VN dén ngay 30/11/1963:
Méc du hoat ddong VC giam xudng trong tuan, van cao
hon binh thuwong.

Déang ké nhat la ngay 24/11, 300 VC tan cong trung tam
huan luyén Dan Su Chién Dau tai Hiép Hoa, Hau
Nghia. 4 c8 van My bi mat tich. Do ndi tuyén dan
duong. Thuong vong cao, nhiéu vii khi mat. (1v:647)
VC hoat ddng manh ¢ vung lanh thé hoat dong cua SD
5,7 va 9. Chién sy tai vung khéc cling gia tang. Diéu
nay chiing t6 Ha No6i cho lénh gia tang hoat dong trudc
khi tan chinh phu 6n dinh.

Ngay 24-25/11/1963, danh 16n ¢ Cha La, cach Ca Mau
20 cay sO vé phia Nam. Phat hién mét don vi phong
khong caa CS, khién mot sd phi co bi bén ha hay hu



hai. (IV:648)

Tai mot dia diém khéc, quan chinh phu tich thu duoc
2 dai lién 50 do My ch€ tao ché€ bién lam stng phong
khong. Ngoai ra, con vii khi nhap cang khac tir Trung
Cong va Nga.

Cai chét cta Kennedy tao xuc dong & Viét Nam. Lé
twdng niém tai chia va nha tho Sai Gon. Sinh vién biéu
tinh.

Ngay 23/11, Minh ky nghi dinh thanh lap HDNS ttr 40
toi 80 nguoi. (Iv:648) Mdc du tam dau ché€ Minh-Don-
Kim cam dau HDQNCM, khong r6 hé thdng lam viéc
hang doc hay hang ngang. Twdng Mai Hiru Xuan tao
nhiéu tiéng thi phi vi st dung tay chan cti va hang say
bat gift cac cuu vién chikc ché dd cii. (1V:649)

Bo truong Thong Tin Tran Tt Oai theo dudi mdt chinh
sach bao chi c6i mo. (IV:649)

(TDCS-3/658,154, 2 Dec 1963; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) [TL 335]) 647-649 [Xem 2/12/1963]

17/11/1963: MTDT/GPMN ra tuyén cdo doi (1) My
cham dttt can thiép vao Viét Nam; (2) thanh 1ap chinh pha
lién hiép tai mién Nam; va, (3) thong nhat dat nudc.

20/11/1963: HONOLULU: TT Kennedy chu toa
phién hop Hoéi dong chinh pha d€ duyét xét van dé

Viét Nam. Cong bs NSAM 263 da biéu quyét ngay 11/10/1963.

21/11/1963: Bao New York Times loan tin la tai Hoi nghi

Honolulu, chinh phu My quyét dinh triét thoai 1,000

trong s6 16,500 binh si My tai Nam Viét Nam, hiéu luc

tr ngay 1/1/1964. Th& Sau, 22/11/1963: DALLAS,

TEXAS: Kennedy bi dm sat. Phé TT Lyndon B. Johnson lén
thay.



Thw Bay, 23/11/1963: Trung tudng “Big” Minh ky
Sac 1énh thanh 1ap Hoi Dong Nhan Si. Sé gom ttr 40 t6i
80 "nhan si."

23/11/1963: McNamara lam phiéu trinh lén
Johnson, yéu cu tdng quan vién cho VNCH. Khéang
dinh vung chau thé Cttu Long la muc tiéu chinh.

Chu Nhat, 24/11/1963: Danh 16n ¢ Cha La, cach Ca
Mau 20 cay s6 vé phia Nam. Phat hién mot don vi
phong khong ctaa CS.

24/11/1963: Lodge hop véi TT Johnson, Rusk,
McNamara, Ball, Bundy va McCone. Lodge lac quan
vé tinh thé VN sau dao chinh. Bao cao sé gap Paul VI
dé trinh bay vé vién anh cing thang Gido-Luong. Theo
Lodge, Thuc lién quan vao nhiéu cudc thanh trieng va
bd tu nhiéu nguoi, ké ca ba linh muc Ki-t6. Can ciing
giét hai nhiéu nguoi, va chon vui ho trong mot nghia
trang riéng. Lodge no6i chinh minh da citu mang séng
CAn. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Tai liéu 330)

26/11/1963: LONG-XUYEN: Duwong Vin Minh du
18 tuyén htta trung thanh ctia Hoa Hao. Nhan dip nay
Georges Perruche, Dai bién Phap, c6 dip néi chuyén véi Minh,. Lé
Van Kim va Pham Pang Lam. (91:266)

29/11/1963: TGM Francesco de Nittis, Kham mang
Vatican, than phién Gido dan Ki-t6 bi ngwoc dai tai
Thtta Thién va Quang Tri. 3/12/1963: Nguyén Ngoc Tho yéu
cau BT An Ninh diéu tra. Tén That Dinh: CS xti duc. (PThT,
HS29253)

Thi Bay, 30/11/1963: SAI-GON: Lodge gip Minh va
Kim. Minh va Kim cho biét sé dat trong tam vao viéc binh



dinh khu vie Sai Gon/Chg Lén va vung chau thd. Giao cho
ba Tudng Phat, Thiéu va Cé trach nhiém. Minh va Kim
cting xac nhan khong c6 y dinh giét Ngo6 Dinh Can. (FRUS,
1961-1963, 1V:646)
Chu Nhat, 1/12/1963: * New York: Bao NY Times dang hinh
2 anh em Diém-Nhu chét trong long TVX.
Hinh khong duoc 16 1am.
* Qat-shinh-tan: BNG chi thi Dai st tai Thai Lan va VN vé
Sihanouk dé nghi triéu tap mot Hoi nghi qudc té€ vé su trung lap
ctia Kampuchea.
Lap treong My la tng ho. (Tel 888, 1 Dec 1963, BNG guri Lodge va
Unger; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [Tai liéu) 654n2)
Tht Hai, 2/12/1963:
* Sai Gon: Harkins tuyén bd ngay hom sau sé triét thoai 300
quan khaéi VN.
Thém 700 nguwoi nita sé triét thodi téi cudi nam
1963. (IV:652)
*[2/12/1963] M. Lyall Breckon thu cho Miller, Dé nhat Thu
ky Toa Dai st.
Vé viéc bao cao Miller rang ngay 17/11/1963 [X?] néi
cac ban ctia [X?] da thay véan thu ching to Nhu da tiép
xtic kha xa vdi Ha Noi. Ho sé lam Cha tich nuéec VN
thong nhat va Nhu lam Pho Chu tich. Yéu cau Miller
swu tap phong anh nhiing tai liéu nay.
That ngac nhién la cac Twéng chua thyec hién 10i hita
vé viéc Nhu méc ndi mién Bac. Ngay 30/11/1963 [Tel
1093], Big Minh da néi véi Lodge nhu bang chiing bién
minh cho viéc lam dao chinh. (Thu ngay 2 Dec 1963,
Breckon gtri Miller; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 651-
52 [Tai liéu 338)
* Oat-shinh-tan: 12G00: Johnson hop cac ¢6 van.



Khéng ban vé VN.
Johnson gtri thu cho Rusk.
Chép thuan mot Phé Dai st cho Lodge.
Hai long vé dé nghi “brain trust team” ctia Big Minh ngay
30/11/1963, yéu cau dé nghi vé nhém nay va cé quyét dinh
cang som cang t6t. Tuan sau, sé c6 mot phién hop dédc biét
vé VN.
(Thu ngay 2 Dec 1963, Johnson gtti Rusk; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 650 [TL 336])
Johnson cho 1énh Taylor chon nhiing s quan xuat sac nhat
cho Harkins.
Johnson thw cho Taylor, néi VN la viing quan sy quan
trong hang dau hién nay ciia My.
[The more I look at it, the more it is clear to me that South
Vietnam is our most critical military area right now;
IV:661]. Chi thi ct nhitng si quan wu ti nhat dén Viét Nam. (Thu
ngay 2 Dec 1963, Johnson gtti Taylor; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) 651 [TL 337])
Johnson cling thw cho McCone, chi thi ctt nhitng nguwoi vu
t nhat téi Nam Viét Nam. (IV:661n2)
16G48: Taylor yéu cau Felt va Harkins bao cao vé tinh hinh
Viét Nam. (Tel CJS 3799, 2 Dec 1963, Taylor gt Felt; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 653 [TL 340])
Tht Ba, 3/12/1963:
* Sai Gon: Lodge gui cho Harriman ké hoach “trung lap
hoéa mién Bac.”
BV muén My rat quan. My quyét dinh rat quan vao cudi
nam 1965. Ngay 16/9, Dai st BV tai Lao tuyén bd véi Ray
Herndon ctia UPL: tai sao néi chuyén véi con khi c6 thé lam
an véi cha?” Vay tai sao khong mac ca? Theo 10i “cay gay
va cu ca rot.”



Ca r6t: BV dang bi ap luc nang né cua TC. Thuc pham thiéu

thon.

Gay: Long kién nhan ctia My dang méng dan. Nhiing can

ct tiép van cho Lao va NVN sé khong duoc yén on. Sé cho

CIA pha mot trung tam ti€p liéu.

Viéc trung 1ap BV sé duwoc Nga tng ho, nhu mot doi lwe véi

Albania.

Nén khai thac anh hwong HCM. Néu BV khong chdp thuén,

ching c6 gi d&€ mat. C6 thé tiép tuc gitt quan chién d&u sau

nam 1965. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 656-59)
Nguyén Ngoc Tho yéu cau BT An Ninh diéu tra viéc ngay
29/11/1963, TGM Francesco de Nittis, Kham mang
Vatican, than phién Giao dan Ki-t6 bi ngwoc dai tai Thira
Thién va Quang Tri.

Ton That Dinh bao cao: Cong San xai duc. (PThT, HS

29253)
11G00: Lodge bao cao vé BNG v/v hoi nghi trung lap
Kampuchea.

Trong budi gdp Minh ngay Thit Bay (30/11/1963), Minh

va Kim mudn biét thai do cia My vé 1oi tuyén bo cua

Shihanouk. Va thuc chang Sihanouk theo Trung Cong.

Né&u vay, tai sao khong thay Sihanouk bang mot nguoi

“qudc gia.” [Xem 30/11/1963]

Néu Sihanouk thuc su trung 1ap, bién gidi bi doéng kin,

sé co 1oi cho cudc chién ¢ Viét Nam.

Lodge khong dong y vdi cong dién 884 [ngay 1/12/1963

vé Sihanouk] cia BNG. Céan ban dé nghi ctia Sihanouk

1a khong nham chu truong gitip CS banh truéng vao

cac nudc lan bang, nhung dé ngan ngtra viéc Viét Nam

hoac Thai Lan banh tredng sang Kampuchea. Nhung

Nam VN nhin dé nghi cta Sihanouk nhu ting hd mot



quoc gia da hop tac voi CSBV. Hon nira, Sihanouk ndi
danh v6i nhitng tro blackmail [bét chet]. Tham dw hoi
nghi chi mua 18y nhiing rac rdi. N6 sé& khién lanh dao
moi cua VN hoai nghi.

Cach tot hon 1a cai thién bang giao song phuong Viét-
Kampuchea.

Veé van dé UBQTKSDC [ICC], ho sé chang bao gio gitip
khoéa kin bién gidi Viét-Kampuchea. Dai dién Poland
khong muon thdy diéu nay, va Sihanouk chi dung dé
t6 cdo VNCH xam lan qua bién gidi. (Tel 1103, 3 Dec 1963,

Lodge giri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 654-55
[TL 341]).

Lodge thu cho Harriman.

(Thu ngay 3/12/1963, Lodge gti Harriman; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) 656-59 [TL 42]). Gti kém memo ngay
30/10/1963 vé van dé trung lap hoa Viét Nam; IV:656-59)

Thr T, 4/12/1963:
* BINH PINH: Tinh truong [Trung ta Tran Van Twoi] bao
cdo lén TrT Chu tich HDQN Céach Mang:

Tan tong ¢ Binh Dinh la Cong San: Tiéu biéu 1a trong
s0 19,000 tan tong, co trén 17,000 la dang vién CS hodc
6 lién hé véi Dang vién tap két. Trong nhitng ngay
gan day chinh ho pha phach nha doéng bao, ca lwong
1an gido.

Ngay 3/11/1963, khoang 16, 17 thanh nién tan tong bao
vay nha tho Phudc Hau doi lai cac phai lai qui y va
chudng mo, teong Phat ma nha tho tich thu va budc ho
phai tong gido.

Nam 1959, tén Nguyén Dién, Hdi vién Canh sat xa
Phudc Quang, sau khi da tong gido, cung mot s6 nguoi



bién dinh lang thanh nha tho. Sau ngay 2/11/1963, tén
Dién lai bao vay nha tho doi tra lai dinh lang.
Khong c6 viéc xung dot ton giao. Chi yéu cau thay thé
cac Linh muc Long (Q. Tuy Phwéc), Can (Q. Binh Khé)
va An (Q. Hoai An) vi truéc day mot s8 gido dan da
dua vao cac linh muc nay “dé€ dan ap bdc 16t.” (Béo cao
s0 3787/BD/CTSV/T., ngay 4/12/1963 cta Tinh truong Binh Dinh
[Trung ta Tran Van Tuoi] gii TrT Cha tich HDQN Cach Mang)
(PThT, HS 29253)
Tht Nam, 5/12/1963:
* SAT GON: TrT Tén That Dinh giri thw GM Nguyén Khéc
Ngtt, chap thuan thanh phan Hoi dong Quan tri CG Long
Xuyén (don xin ngay 7/7/1963):
GM Micae Nguyén Khac Ngit, CT
LM Phao L6 Tran Ngoc Qui
Da Minh Nguyén Van Lang
Pio Nguyén Hiru M§. (PThT, HS29253)
* Oat-shinh-tan: Hilsman trinh lén Rusk nhitng diém
chinh vé NSAM 273 tai VN. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991), pp 666-79)
Mansfield néi chuyén véi Johnson.
Hai ngay sau, 7/12/1963, gtti cho Johnson nhitng van kién
sau:
Dién vin ngay 10/6/1962 tai MSU.
Dé nghi tim cich ngung ban [a truce]. Resulting in “a
Southeast Asia not cutting off from China, but, still, not
overwhelmed by China.”
Loi kéo cac nwdc, dac biét 1a Phap. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp 691-92)
Thtr Sau, 6/12/1963:



* SAT GON: Béao Tin Méi dat van dé thuc chang TGM Ngd
DPinh Thuc vay Nong Tin Cudc 10 triéu dong?
Trén Tin Md&i ngay 7/12/1963, va tai liéu hop bao cua
Thu tuéng Tho ngay 9/1/1964 xac dinh Thuc, véi tu
cach Hoi Viét Nam Bao Trg trong Duong Liéu va Bac
Ha ¢ Trung Phan chi vay c6 7 triéu, va bado dam bang
mot tai san tri gia 27 triéu. S6 ng trén sé duoc tra trong
nhiéu ndm, sau khi bat dau ban cay duong liéu tir nam
1968. (PThT, H529288)
* Oat-shinh-tan: Cooper, Giam doc Tinh bao Poan Viét
Nam, trinh 1én McCone van dé VN.
Mac du chinh phu cach mang quan nhan duwoc da sd dan
chting ting ho, chinh phti nay bat dau c6 nhitng khé khin
[is running into snags in orgnizing itself for this task].
cd nhan cac Tuong
nhan vién ché& do ct (vendetta)
Nguyén Ngoc Tho: weak va vay boc béi ngudi mién Nam.
Viéc thanh lap va b6 nhiém HPNS (Council of Notables)
ba cudc ty thiéu sau dao chinh.[681]
VC hoat dong manh hon. Quan s& tir 80,000-100,000,
gom 21,000-23,000 chinh qui; ¢6 phong khong. Thu
duoc trén 2700 va khi caia VNCH.
QLVNCH da tang lén khoang 500,000. 215,000 chinh
qui; 83,000 Bao An [Civil Guard], trén 200,000 phu luc,
ké ca Dan V¢, va Citizen’s Irregular Defense Group
[CIDG, Dan vé My].
SD 9 dua vao chau tho.
77% dan chung song trong cac ACL. Thanh cdng &
nhtng tinh duyén hai mién Bic, tuy nhién chi khoang
mot nira hiru hiéu.



Tai Cao Nguyén, chuong trinh ACL duoc ti€p stic
bang CIDG.

Hang tram ACL tai chau thé va gan Sai Gon bi tan
cong. CP/QNCM phai cung ¢ ching, khong tiép tuc
mo rong nira.

Ca Ha No6i 1an MTDT/GPMN lai hoa diéu kéu goi
trung 1ap. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp 680-
84)

* Oat-shinh-tan: Hop tai BNG vé cac ké hoach tai VN.
Rusk guri cong dién cho Lodge vé két qua phién hop lién
bo.

Quan tdm dén noi tinh VN.

Chuan bi nhiing budc chdng lai BV. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp 685-87)

Bao cdo cta Earl J. Young vé tinh hinh Long An.

“The only progress made in Long An during month
of November 1963 has been by the Communist Viet
Cong.”

Cudi thang 9/1963, vién chtrc chinh pht bao cdo thanh
lap dwoc 219 ACL. Cudi thang 11/1963, chi con 45. 25
ACL bi tan cong trong thang 11, so véi 77 trong thang
6. Cach giai thich: Qud nhiéu ACL dda bi v6 hi¢u héa, nén
chi con 27 ACL xitng dang bi tan cong.

Trong s6 tw vé vo trang ctia 219 ACL, chi con lai 50 todn.
Nhiing ngroi khac da dao ngti hay tra lai sung.

Ly do la chinh pha khong yém trg va bao vé cac ACL.
(FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) , pp 687-689)

Ngay 7/12, Lodge nhan xét: tan chinh phu “inherited
a mess and we can expect more unpleasant
surprises.” (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp
689-90)



* Oat-shinh-tan: Bao cdo tinh bao gtti McCone.

Sy thay d6i chinh phu duoc sy ting h cua da s6 dan
ching, nhung gédp kho khan trong viéc t6 chitc. VC gia
tang hoat dong va chiing té kha nang kéo dai cudc chién.
Ngoai trit viéc giét hai Diém, tan chinh phu dwgc su ung
h¢ ctia dan chiing qua viéc phong thich tu binh va hay bo
nhing han ché vé nhan quyén.

Tuy nhién, c6 sw nguy hiém la thiéu dinh hudéng ving
chéc—chinh pht troi ndi [drifting].

Bat gitt va thanh trimg cac vién chitc ch& d6 cii. Do ap luc
dan chiing va ngay chinh noi b6 cac Tudng.

Su thay d6i nhéan sw khong giai quyét duoc van dé yéu
kém hanh chinh. Chinh phu Tho, da s6 la chuyén vién
nguoi Nam, thiéu kha nang chinh tri va hanh chinh. Tho bi
danh gia nhw nhu nhuoc.

Nhiéu chinh khach van ding ngoai HDNS, khong mudn
bi b6 budc vao hé thong luong dang.

Sau dao chinh, con 3 vu tu thiéu. Diéu nay ching to con
tiém &n sw hdn loan.

Tt gitta nam 1963, VC bat dau phuc hdi sttc manh
trede giai doan My can thiép. Lyec lwong VC lén téi
80,000-100,000, ké ca 21,000-23,000 chu luc. Cac don vi
VC gia tang quan s6 va vii khi. Khoang tir 800 t6i
3,000 can bo CSBV xam nhap trong nam.

ACL, tru cot cta chwong trinh CPL. CIDG do MY truc
tiép thanh lap.

(“South Vietham —Where We Stand?;” Memo, 6 Dec 1963,

Cooper giti McCone; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)
pp 680-684 [TL 348]),

* 15G10-16G30: Hoi dong ndi cac hop tai Nha Tréng.



Rusk, McNamara, Bell, Wilson, Colby, McGeorge &
Bill Bundy, U. Alexis Johnson, Koren va Hilsman. Ban
vé VN. Khong con bién ban.
Nhung dai crong ndi dung phan anh trong CD 908 ctia Rusk gtri
Lodge, ngay 6/12/1963.
Thuc ddy viéc nghién ctru hanh dong chong BV. (IV:686)
Mo rong hoat dong qua Lao.
Phong toa duyén hai va thuy 10.
Sé xtc tién nhanh viéc gri chuyén vién kinh t€ t6i VN nhu
Lodge yéu cau.
Lodge duoc toan quyén dan xép braintrust voi HDQNCM.
(IV:687)
Sé ctr William Jorden tdi Sai Gon dé nhién cttu cac bién
phap chdng lai CSBV.
(Tel 908, 6 Dec 1963, Rusk gtti Lodge; IV:685-687 [TL 351])
19G ngay 7/12, Lodge hoi dép: Da noi chuyén véi Bon
sang Th Bay, 7/12/1963. Kim c6 thé c6 y niém khac vé
braintrust. Sé ban thao thém ngay 9/12/1963.
“Chinh pht cach mang thira hudng a mess and we can
expect more unpleasant surprises.” (Tel 1123, 7 Dec 1963,
Lodge gtri BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), p
690 [TL 353, p 689-690])
Tha Bay, 7/12/1963:
* Sai Gon, sang: Lodge gap Don vé van dé Kampuchea va
nd luc chién tranh.
Do6n nhic dén tinh hinh lun bai vé ACL tai Long An.
(Tel 1121, 7 Dec 1963, Lodge gtti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 352]). 687-689n3 [Xem CD 1122, 7 Dec 1963,
infra]
* Ntta dém: Lodge gtii chuyén ti€p bao cao cta Earl J.
Young, thugc USOM, vé tinh hinh Long An ngay
6/12/1963.



The only progress made in Long An province during the
month of November 1963 has been by the Communist Viet
Cong. The past thirty days have produced a day-by-day
elemination of US/Vietnamese sponsored strategic hamlets
and the marked intense in Viet Cong influence, physical
control of the country-side and Communist controlled
combat hamlets.” (IV:687)

Cudi thang 9/1963, vién chiic chinh pht néi hoan thanh
219 ACL gap du 6 tiéu chuan [the 6 [standard] criteria]. Tte
ngay 30/11/1963, chi con 45 ACL dat tiéu chuan dudi mat
tan tinh trudng, Thiéu t4 Lé Minh Dao, va nhan vién
USOM, USAID. Trong thang 11/1963, 27 ACL bi tan cong,
so voi 77 ACL trong thang 6/1963. Day khong phai 1a dau
hiéu tién bd ma vi s6 ACL dang bi tdn cong chang con bao
nhiéu.

Trong s6 219 ACL c6 tu vé vo trang, chi con lai 50. Nhiing
ACL coOn lai hoac tra via khi, hoac bé di. (IV:687)

Ly do la chinh pha khéng bao vé dwoc ACL. Ctru vién chi
dén vao sang hom sau. Cac ap truwong bi tham sat, nha ctra
bi pha hoai, hang rao kém gai bj cit dut.

Céc quan tredng cling khong co Iuc lvong ctru vién. Lénh
chinh thttc va thong 1€ 1a khong hanh quén ciru vién ban dém.
(IV:688)

ACL 1a ké hoach gia tang an ninh cho ndéng dan va giup ho
cai thién doi song kinh t€ va xa hoi. Nhung su tan cong
cua VC khién ACL khong thé thanh cong. (IV:688)

ACL can duoc bao v¢, néu khong tinh Vinh Long sé roi
vao tay CS.

Tan tinh tredng va tan ¢d van My rat thong minh, nhiét
tinh, chiu kho lam viéc, nhung ho can duoc giap do.
Lodge thém vao la Pon noi vé nhitng té nan ¢ cac ACL
nhu chinh sach suu dich nang né va tham nhiing.



Long An ndm vé phia nam Sai Gon. Néu lot vao tay CS sé
cat dt tiép t& lwong thuc cho thi d6. (Tel 1122, 7 Dec 1963,
Lodge gti BNG; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) p 689
[TL 352, tr 687-89])

Johnson trich hau nhu nguyén van doan dau cong dién
nay trong hoi ky The Vantage Point (1971:62-63). Cong voi
ban tin tinh bao dau thang 12/1963, Johnson quyét dinh
gtti McNamara qua Viét Nam nghién cttu lai tinh hinh, vi
nhing s6 liéu ctia chinh phu Diém khong dung sy thuc.
[Xem 21/12/1963]

* Oat-shinh-tan: 12G40: McNamara ndi chuyén véi Rusk.
N6i sang nay, Johnson yéu cau McNamara qua Viét Nam
thi sat [trong hai ngay 19-20/12/1963]. Johnson sé tuyén bd
viéc nay trong budi hop bao. Sé ghé qua Sai Gon sau khi bé
mac Hoi nghi NATO.

(Memo ngay 7 Dec 1963; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991) [TL 354, tr 691-92])

*[7/12/1963] TNS Mansfield bao cao léen TT Johnson.

Gtri cho Johnson suu tap nhitng bao cao 1én Kennedy.
Pé nghi nén tim cach thuong thuyét tai Viét Nam.
Theo Mansfield, chinh sach hién nay 1a thang tran tai
Viét Nam. Nhung tran chién nay c6 thé mé rong khap
bong Nam A, va luc dia A Chau, véi sy can thiép cua
quan chién ddu My va TH. Quyén loi qudc gia nao cua
My¥ sé khién dan M§ yém tro mot cude chién dat gia
nhw thé? Chung ta hinh nhu dang d6i mat mot tinh
trang giong hét Nam Han mot thap nién trude. Nén goi
nhé rang phan tng ctia Eisenhower khong phai 1a tiép
tuc cudc chién ma tim hoa binh [hwu chién = truce].
(IV:691)

Hién nay c6 thé dat duwgc hoa binh tai Viét Nam va
bong Nam A véi mot cai gia thich nghi vdi quyén loi



nudc My.

That peace should mean, in the end, a Southeast Asia less
dependent on our aid-resources and support, less under our
control, not cut off from China, but still, not overwhelmed by
China.” [IV:691-92] Can cting ¢ vung VNCH dang kiém soat,
va md mat tran ngoai giao. Qudc gia quan trong la Phap.
(IV:692)

(Memo ngay 7 Dec 1963, Mansfield gii TT; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 357, tr 691-92]) [Xem 6 Jan 1964]

Chu Nhat, 8/12/1963:

* Bangkok: Tha tuwéng, Thong ché Sarit Thanarat chét.
Sihanouk cho t& chirc “qudc 1&” &n mimng. Sihanouk tuyén
bd Ngb Dinh Diém, Ng6 Dinh Nhu, Sarit Thanakhat va
“6ng chu 16n ctia nhitng tén xam luoc nay” tat ca da chét.
(IV, 1991:696)

* New York: NY Times di bai xa luan vé van dé thuwong

thuyét dé€ cham dut chién tranh.

Tht Hai, 9/12/1963:

* Oat-shinh-tan: Bundy béo cdo 1én Johnson vé trueong hop

Lodge.

C¢ tin Eisenhower mudn Lodge ra tranh ct.

Forrestal méi tir Viét Nam tréd vé, [tham VN sau Hoi nghi
Honolulu, réi thdm Mién vao cudi thang 11/1963] néi Lodge
c6 thé ra tranh ctr. [Xem 11/12/1963]

Bundy dé nghi Johnson chi thi McNamara néi v6i Lodge 1a
o thé xin tir chitc vao cudi thang 2/1964. (IV, 1991:692-93)
Trudc day, Eisenhower da dé tén Lodge vao danh sach ting
ct vién Pho Tong thdng. Néu Lodge mudn tranh cit nam
1964, c6 thé nho McNamara noéi xin tir chitc vao thang
2/1964.

(Memo ngay 9 Dec 1963, Bundy gtti TT; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991) [TL 357, tr 692-693])



Tht Ba, 10/12/1963:
* Lodge bao cao vé BNG:
Minh va chinh phu cach mang muén gap Lodge 10 gio
sang hom sau vé dé nghi trung lap mién Nam [trén NY
Times].
Yéu cau chi thi. (Tel 1135, 10 Dec 1963, Lodge giti BNG; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), tr 695n2 [TL 358]).
[10 Dec 1963], BNG chi thi Lodge gdp lanh tu VN gidi thich
chil trieong ciia Johnson la thing cudc chién “win the war
policy.” Bai bio cua NYTimes khong hop véi muc tiéu ciia
M. (Tel 922, 10 Dec 1963, BNG guri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 358, tr 695-96]).
* Oat-shinh-tan: BNG chi thi Lodge gap lanh tu VN giai
thich chti triong ctia Johnson 1a thdng cudc chién “win the
war policy.” (IV, 1991:695-96)
Bai bao cua NYTimes khong hop voi muc tiéu cta My. (Tel 922,
10 Dec 1963, BNG guri Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991), [TL 358]). 695-96
* Oat-shinh-tan, 12G37-12G55: Johnson gdap David Nes,
Pho Dai st chi dinh tai Sai Gon.
Bundy dé nghi cho Nes thap tung McNamara qua Sai Gon ngay
19/12/1963, r6i tro lai Oat-shinh-tAn bdo cdo. Nes sé trd lai London
dén gia dinh, va nhan nhiém sé tuan 1é dau thang 1/1964. (Memo
ngay 10 Dec 1963, Bundy guti TT; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991), [TL 357, tr 693-694])

Thit Tw, 11/12/1963:

* Sai Gon, 10G00: Lodge gap Minh, Kim, Bon, Dinh, Tho va Lam.
Lanh dao VN to0 y bat man vé ndi dung bai NYTimes ngay
8/12/1963, do hang AFP danh di, va pho bién trén Vietnam
Press.



Yéu cau BNG ra tuyén cao vé khuynh huéng trung lap do
NYTimes dé ra. (Tel 1142, 11 Dec 1963, Lodge guti BNG; FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 359, tr 697-98]).

*Pai ta F. P. Serong, chuyén vién tinh bao Uc, ghé tham toa

Dai st, trao cho Lodge mot phiéu trinh vé Viét Nam.
Sau 5 tuan tai chttc, chinh pht Tho chwa lam duoc gi. My
phai truc ti€p nhung tay. Bang khong sé phai giai quyét
cudc chién qua nga Geneva. (CD ngay 11/12/1963, Lodge gtri
BNG; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)
Theo Serong, trin chién sé thua vao nam 1964, qua nga Geneva.
Cach nao di nira, sy thuc la My chiu trach nhiém vé viéc diéu hanh
chinh phu VN va cudc chién.
Trong 5 tudn hién hitu, chinh phi NVN chitng to bat lic—cong
viéc qud 16n cho nhitng chii ti hon [the job is far too big for these
little men]. Ho dang phi ngwa quanh hang rao. Trong khi cudc
chién va quoc gia dang lun bai.
Hay con mot co hgi dé'civu vot né [salvage it]. Co hdi dy tiry thudc
& Lodge. Phdi take control of the GVN. Bit chinh phii VN phdi
chdp nhan chinh sich va sw chi huy tuyét doi ciia My, xudng tit
cd cdc cdp.
Thuee hién sw kiém sodt hon hop moi lanh vwec, ma quyén lyec cudi
cung trong tay My. Diing qudan va kinh vign nhw dung cu ciia uy
quyeén [instrument of authority].
Serong nghi réng chinh pht VN sé& ch&p thuan. [sai lam roi. Ho
chong]
Cho chinh phii hién tai biét ho khong phdi la chinh phu duy nhit.
MGt chinh phii khdc chuwa hin da xdu hon.
Lodge c6 di khd ning dé nam vitng tinh hinh [to handle the
situation].
Lodge ciin 1dp mgt todn chuyén vién dé phu giip.
Theo Serong ACL dia mo rgng qud mitc, vi Nhu mudn mo rong
vung kiém sodt qud nhanh. Tinh truong Long An nhin 4 lénh



khdc nhau tir 4 vién chiec cao cap. Quang Tri ciing bé boi nhw vdy.
Vigt Cong vao cac ACL hang ngay; dan chiing chiap nhin VC. Tai
Quang Ngai, VC dd doi vao ¢ trong cic ACL.
Phdi bdo Minh rang cin chip nhdn mot Tw Iénh My, hodc téi
Geneva vao thing 6[/1964].
Lodge: Khong mudn lam Toan Quyén hay can mot Tw
1énh My. Hién nhién ACL da phinh truong qua mtc,
va con nhiéu confusion. Lodge ciing khong hai long
vé su thiéu dinh hwdéng cudc chién. Thanh vién
HDQDCM néi rit nhiéu diéu hay, nhung ho ching
thuc hién dwogc bao nhiéu. Ho da tré thanh lanh tu
chinh tri qua dot ngot. Ho mac phai 16i [am so dang
la twong rang c6 thé lam hai 1ong moi nguoi. Trong
khi d6, thay d6i nhan sy qua nhiéu. Tuy nhién, Lodge
nghi ho sé cd tién bd. (Tel 1141, 11 Dec 1963, Lodge guti BNG;
LBJL (Austin, TX), NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Forrestal viét phiéu trinh vé chuyén
di ctia McNamara sap toi.
Tai Long An, chi con 45 trong s& 219 ACL. C6 1é cac tinh
treong ctt da man khai 18y tién tro cap.
Cac k& hoach chéng BV khong thanh cong.
MGi quan tam 16n nhat la sttc manh cua VC tai vung chau
thd ngay phia Nam Sai Gon.
Hanh quan qua Lao
Huwéng dan McNamara: Yéu cau cac Twéng chii tim dén céc
tinh dong bang. Nghién cttu hanh quan chdng BV va qua
Lao. (IV, 1991:698-700)
Forrestal di VN véi Kattenburg sau hoéi nghi Honolulu
[20/11/1963], va ghé qua Kampuchea, méi tréd lai My dau thang
12/1963. (IV:698-700 [TL360]).
18G45: Harriman ndi dién thoai vdi Forrestal. FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL361]). 701



CIA hay quan sy diéu khién cac ké hoach bi mat. (IV,
1991:701)
Cambodia.
Tht Nam, 12/12/1963:
* OAT-SHINH-TAN, 14G00: Hop Uy Ban Chong Phan
Loan [CIP]
Tinh hinh vung chau tho nghiém trong.
(IV, 1991:704-5)
Rusk dong y cho Lodge tuyén bd vé hoi nghi trung lap cua
Kampuchea.
Mendenhall néi can cé bién phép dao ngugc tinh thé.
McCone ndi tinh hinh Long An suy gidm nhanh.
Pong y sau chuyén di cia McNamara [ngay 19/12/1963], sé
theo doi van dé, va c6 hanh dong.
Forrestal noéi chinh phtt VN nhan biét nhitng khé khéan cta
ho, va sé hanh dong, nhung lam rat it. Nhan vién My can
thiic duc ho. Hién chi ¢6 2 ¢6 van quéan sy va USAID ¢ cap
tinh, nén tin tic phai dua vao vién chitce VNCH. [Ham y la
can cd van xudng cap quan]
McCone ndi chwong trinh Chiéu hoi rat quan trong. FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 364, tr 704-5])
* Rusk dong y viéc chinh pha My sé cé théng céo vé
khuynh hwéng trung lap.
(Tel 931, 12 Sept 1963, Rusk giti Lodge; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-
Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 365, tr 706])
* McNamara thu cho Lodge, thong bao Johnson [Kennedy]
quyét dinh phai McNamara qua Sai Gon sau hdi nghi
NATO.
Sé dén Sai Gon sang ngay Thit Nam, 19/12. Yéu cau Lodge
danh gia chinh phu lam thoi.
Colby va Krulak dén sém mot ngay dé lwge duyét tinh thé
tredc khi McNamara téi. (Tel DIASO 34783-63, 12 Dec 1963,



McNamara gtri Lodge; [TL 362, tr 702-3]).

Ltc 15G00 VN, Lodge hoi am. Cho dén nay, chinh pht lam
thoi chuwa c6 mot ké hoach nao. Ho méi chi ban thao quan
niém va nguyén tac.

(Tel 1146, Lodge gtti McNamara; FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec
1963, (1991), [TL 363, 703]).

Tht Sau, 13/12/1963:

* Ha N¢i: BO Chinh Tri ra nghi quyét sd 87-NQTW vé viéc

thanh 1ap Ban Chi Pao chuan bi bau ¢t QH. Hoang Van

Hoan chi huy ban thuong trwc, gom 6 nguoi: Hoan,

Nguyén Khai, Ung Van Khiém, Tran Quang Huy, Ton

Quang Phiét, Tran Dinh Tri. VKDTT, tap 20: 1963, 2002, tr. 680-

81. Lé Dtxc Tho ky.

* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Quan bao My (DIA) bao cdo quan VC

da gia tang hiéu nang.
Mac du QLVNCH gia tang hanh quan, khong du sttc ngan
chan su 16n manh ctia quan VC. VC da mo rong vung kiém
soat va gia tang cuong do tan cong. Trong nam 1963, VC gia
tang hoat dong ¢ vung duyén hai, du tap trung hoat dong
¢ vung chau tho. Bam sat cac truc 10 giao thong va tan cong
cac ACL bat c¢ ltic nao. Viéc bo tri cac don vi VNCH tai
nhiing vung tuyén chon khong du strc lam giam muic hoat
dong cua CSBV. Hién nay, du kich VC dua stic duwong dau
khoang 500,000 quan chu lyc va Bao An VNCH, véi vii khi
trang bi t6i tan hon. Trong thang 11/1963, mat 900 vi khi
trong tong s6 2400 mat trong nam. (IV:707-8)
S6 thuong vong cua VC dugce wéce luong tir thang 1 ti thang
11/1963 1a 27,000 (20,000 KIA)—cao hon tong so chinh qui
VC (khoang 20,000-23,000) va gan ntta s6 dia phuong
(60,000-70,000).
SO thwong vong ctia dich ¢ 1€ over-estimated. Trong nam



1963, chi c6 914 nguoi xam nhap tir ngoai, va VC da tuyén
mo nguoi dia phuwong thay thé. Diéu nay chitng to chinh
phu khong du strc ngadn chan viéc VC tuyén mo tan binh ¢
vung nong thon. (IV:708)

Nam 1962, chuwa ¢c6 mot BCH Trung doan nao. Nam 1963,
da ghi nhan dwgc nam 5 BCH/TrD. Nam 1962 chi c¢6 30 tiéu
doan VC, nam 1963 lén t6i 37 tiéu doan. (IV:708) Nam 1962,
quén sg trung binh 1 TP VC 1a 250 ngwoi. Nam 1963, 1én
toi khoang 400. (IV:709)

Céc don vi VC c6 khuynh huéng chdp nhan giao tranh,
khong 1dn trén nhu cii. (IV:709) Gan day bat dau c6 nhiing
cudc giao tranh ban ngay. VC cling gia tang viéc dat min
thuy 1.

VC ting gia kha nang phong khong nho bét dugc vii khi
cong dong cia VNCH, va gia tdng hudn luyén phong khong
nham vao truc thing va tuan tham bay thdp. Trong thang
11/1963, trén 100 phi co bi hw hai vi sang VC ban tir duéi
dat 1én. (IV:709)

Nhiing yéu td khac:

SO nguoi vé hang giam xudng.

Hé thong tinh bao va phan tinh bao caa VC hién httu. Boi
vay, cac don vi VC di chuyén tam thoi hay t6 chtec phuc
kich. Ddc cong CS xam nhap luc lwgng Dan sy chién dau
[CIDG] va LLDB.

Hoat dong ctia VC gia tang phia Nam Sai Gon du chi 1/3
quéan s6 VC don tru tai day.

VC c6 hé thong thong tin tinh vi.

Thuc phdm la van dé khé khan, nhung khong phai 1a kho
khan chinh.

Tém lai kha ndang quan sy va di chuyén ctia VC khong bi
gidi han, va VC c6 kha nang ngan chan quan luc VNCH m¢
rong ving kiém soat. Va khu an toan 16n ctia VC 1a Béc VN,



Kampuchea va Lao. (IV:710)

VC dang phat trién manh kha nang quan su, voi su trg giap
ttr va khi tich thu duwoc cia VNCH. VC da khai thac toi da
giai doan chuyén ti€p cta chinh pha lam thoi. [Joseph E.
Carroll, Trung ta KQJ. (Memo, 13 Dec 1963, Trung ta Carroll
(DIA) gti McNamara, FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991),
[TL 366, tr 707-10])

Thtt Béy, 14/12/1963:
Chi thi ctia BBT s6 70 CT/TW v/v tai chinh. (VKDTT, 24:1963,
2003:682-91)

Chu Nhat, 15/12/1963:

Tht Hai, 16/12/1963:

16/12/1963: Nghi quyét sd 88-NQ/TW vé viéc thanh lap Hoi

dong dich tinh.
Thanh lap ttr thang 10/1957. Nay ¢é nhu cau tang cuong.
Hoi dong gom: V6 Nguyén Giap, Van Tién Ding (QUTW),
Tran Quéc Hoan (CA), Nguyén Vin Vinh (Ban Théng nhat
TW), Xuan Thuy (Ngoai Giao), Nguyén Khang (CP 31), Lé
Trong Nghia, TTK.” (VKDTT, 24:1963, 2003:692-93) [Lé Dtic Tho
ky]

* SAT-GON: Tich thu tai san ctia gia dinh Ngd Dinh Diém

va 21 thudc ha, cing cac phong trao ché d6 ¢t nhw Ciin Lao

Nhan Vi, Phong Trao Cich Mang Quoc Gia, Phong Trao Phu

Nir Lién Dé1, Hoi Viét Nam Cao Bﬁng Gido Duc.

- Tri Quang gdp nhan vién sit quan My vé tin don dung

sinh vién dao chinh Nguyén Ngoc Tho.
Theo Tri Quang, c6 tin Phan Khéc Stru, Nguyén Ton Hoan
(méi tir Phap vé), Tran Van D& va Phan Huy Quat dinh
dung sinh vién biéu tinh d€ lat do chinh phu Tho; va duoc
M§ yé&m trg. Khi nhan vién My khang dinh My khong hay
biét gi vé viéc nay, Tri Quang ndi du chi la tin dén; nhung



khong nén dung sinh vién biéu tinh ma My chi nén ap luc
chinh tri. Chinh pht Tho ky thi dan Trung va Bic, thiéu lién
lac véi cac dang phai, thoi co dudi thoi Phap va Diém, c6
thé nghiéng vé phia trung lap. Trong khi d6 VNQDD manh
¢ mién Trung, ndi danh chdng Phap, duoc hoc sinh, sinh
vién yém trg, Nguyén Ton Hoan sé thém sttc manh Dai Viét
cho nhém nay. Puoc hai lap treong néu Stru 1én lam lanh
tu, Tri Quang noi sé yém tro. Phat Gido khong phai la mot
t0 chitc chinh tri; nhung cac Phat tir c6 thé gia nhap cac dang
phaéi, to chirc.
Theo Lodge day 1a lan dau tién Tri Quang cong khai yém
tro mot nhan vat chinh tri. (CD ngay 17/12/63, Lodge gui BNG;
LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietham, Box 1)
* Oat-shinh-tan: Ban wdc luong tin tirc ctia CIA, tinh dén
ngéy 14/12/1963. [CIA Intelligence Information TDCS DB-
3/658,497] FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 368, tr 711-
713])
Chua c6 nhitng budce tién vé chong lai CS.
Tiép tuc thay ddi quan, tinh treong. VC khai thac khoang
trong quyeén luc va thiéu initiative chia HDQNCM.
Viéc hodn d6i D6 Cao Tri va Nguyén Khéanh ngay
12/12/1963 1a dau hiéu tot.
VC sé gia tang hoat dong d€ ky niém thanh 1ap MT/GPMN
(20/12) va Tét (2/1964).
Tuén trang mat gita HDCM va bao chi c6 1€ da cham dut.
Ngay 9/12, Big Minh hop béo chi trich nhitng nguoi vo trach
nhiém, cd v trung lap.
10/12/1963: Tho hop bao, cai chinh vai tro Tho trong vu bét
gitt Ba Cut va Phat Gido.
Tiép tuc bat giit nhitng thanh phan muu dao chinh trudc
1/11/1963: Nguyén Duy Bach, Huynh Van Lang, giri Trung
ta Pham Ngoc Thao qua My hudn luyén tai Fort
Laveanworth.



Thuyén chuyén nhiéu nguoi, hodc dua di ngoai quéc. FRUS,
1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), (711-13)
Thw Ba, 17/12/1963:
Tht Tu, 18/12/1963:
* SATI-GON: Huy bo Sac Luat 12/62 (Bao Vé Luan Ly), cho
md ctra vi treong, nhung danh thué nang.
Phai doan McNamara toi Sai Gon.
* PHNOM PENH: Tran Chanh Thanh sang Nam Vang gap
Sihanouk.
Tht Nam, 19/12/1963:
*SAI-GON: Chinh pht tuyén bg thanh 1ap Hoi Dong Nhan
Si [HDNS, Council of Sages] gom 60 nguoi.
*15G00: Phai doan McNamara t6i Sai Gon.

Hop véi nhan vién toa Dai st dén 21G30.
*[19/12/1963] OAT-SHINH-TAN: B Quéc Phong dé trinh
ké hoach hanh quan (OPLAN) 34-A.

Bao gom cac chién dich danh pha Bac Viét, ké ca danh

bom. [Xem 16/1/1964]

Tht Sau, 20/12/1963:
* SAI-GON: Sinh vién biéu tinh tredc Toa Dai st Phap,
phan d6i cha truong trung lap cta de Gaulle.

Theo cong dién ngay 21/12/1963, Lodge nhan dinh rang da

s6 lanh tu sinh vién la nguoi Bac chdng Cong. Ho chdng

trung 1ap, coi d6 1a budc chuyén tiép [way-station] dan dén

CS cudp chinh quyén. Ho chdng lai chu truong trung lap

cua de Gaulle, va e ngai My sé bi thuyét phuc theo duong

nay (Hiép dinh Geneva vé Lao nam 1962). Sinh vién ho hao
doan két.

Sinh vién khong hai long vé viéc lam cua chinh pha Tho.

Theo ho cudc cadch mang 1/11/1963 chua hoan tat.

Sinh vién chong lai 1énh dong vién. (CD ngay 21/12/1963,



Lodge gtti BNG; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)

- Bado Binh Minh dang tranh hi hoa vé viéc Lé Xuan duoc

qua Phap cu tra.

7G45-12G45: McNamara ti€p tuc thao luén vdi nhan vién

Toa Dai str.

Ban vé hanh quan chong lai Bac Viét.

Stt dung mot toan tién tham nguoi Kha hoat dong phia
Dong song Sekong trong lanh tho Lao. FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:
Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), (729) (728-29)

Loge trao cho McNamara nghién ctru vé Long An.
(Memorandum, 20 Dec 1963, [m6t nhan vién CIA dau tén, do
Lodge trao cho McNamara; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991), 714-715 [TL370, tr 716-719])

- 13G00-16G15: Dwong Van Minh, Nguyén Ngoc Tho va
André Don tiép McNamara. (FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963,
(1991), pp 716-719)
15G45: Big Minh, D6n, Kim va Tho gdp riéng McNamara,
McCone va Lodge.

McNamara yéu cau cac Tudng chi nén gitt mot chire
vu. Big Minh tw nhén la Qudc tredng. Don 1a cap chi
huy thit hai. (Memorandum, 20 Dec 1963, Hilsman gti Rusk;
FRUS, 1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL370, tr 716-719])
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Hilsman bdo cdo vé tinh hinh Viét
Nam lén Rusk.

(Memorandum, 20 Dec 1963, Hilsman gtii Rusk; FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL371, tr 719-720])

Thw Bay, 21/12/1963:

* SAT-GON: Phan tich tdng luoc vé sinh vién:
Da s6 lanh tu sinh vién 1a nguoi Bac chéng Cong. Ho
chdng trung 1ap, coi d6 la budc chuyén tiép [way-
station] dan dén CS cudp chinh quyén. Ho chdng lai



chu truong trung lap cta de Gaulle, va e ngai My sé bi
thuyét phuc theo duwong nay (Hiép dinh Geneva vé Lao
nam 1962). Sinh vién ho hao doan két.
Sinh vién khong hai long vé viéc lam ctia chinh phu
Tho. Theo ho cudc cach mang 1/11/1963 chua hoan tét.
Sinh vién chong lai Iénh dong vién.
Lodge mudn nghién ctru van dé thanh nién thién chi
tai vung nong thon. (Cb ngay 21/12/1963, Lodge gui BNG;
LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)

[21/12/1963] Oat-shinh-tan: McNamara bao cao vé chuyén

di Viét Nam ttr 19 dén 20/12/1963.
Theo McNamara, tinh hinh Viét Nam “The situation is
disturbing.” Néu tinh thé khong thay d6i, Nam VN c6
thé nga vé trung lap trong vong 2-3 thang va cd thé trd
thanh mot xit do CS kiém soat. (Johnson, 1971:63; FRUS,
1961-1963, 1V: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp. 732-35; McNamara,
1995:105-6)
Tan chinh phu la nguén géc moi lo au. “It is indecisive and
drifting.” (Johnson, 1971:63; IV:732; McNamara, 1995:105)
Mic dit Minh khang dinh 1a nguoi cAm quyén, nhung
thuc t€ chi ¢6 hu vi. Cac cap chi huy hanh chinh thi
thiéu kinh nghiém vi qua méi. McNamara néu dich
danh Dinh, dwong kim Téng truéng An Ninh kiém Tw
Iénh QD III, lam bf?mg chiing cho viéc bo bé trach
nhiém. Toa Pai st cling rat yéu kém. Lodge va Harkins
khong gitt lién hé thwong xuyén. (1v:732) Tan Pho Dai
st David Nes c6 kha nang. (1v:733)
Viét Cong dat dwgc nhiéu tién bo.
Mdi thang ttr 1,000 dén 1,500 can bo CS xam nhap bang
duong by, duong bién, duong song. (1v:734)



Ké&hoach hoat dong bi mat ra Bic xuAt sic. (Iv:734)

Két luan: Bao cdo cia McNamara c6 thé qua bi quan.
Lodge, Minh, v.. v... nghi rang t6i khoang thdng 1/1964
sé ¢ tién bo. (IV:735) (Memorandum, McNamara, 21 Dec 1963;
FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL374, tr 732-735]);

The Pentagon Papers (Gravel edition) (1971), 4 tap (Washington,
DC: 1971), 111:494-495.

Ngay 7/1/1964, McCone bao cao véi Rusk rang di
kién trong bao cdo vé chuyén tham Viét Nam ttr 18 tdi
20/12/1963 khong chinh xac. Ly do la cac vién chic Viét
thoi Diém khong bdo cdo dung sur thue voi chinh phua
trung wong, va vién chitc My khong cé co hoi kiém
ching. Dé nghi mot hé thong kiém soat bi mat. (Letter,
7 Jan 1964, McCone gtri Rusk; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL
5, pp. 5-6]). Hom sau, 8/1, Forrestal trinh 1én Bundy rang
Ong ta tan thanh, va dé nghi McNamara thi€t lap mot
hé thong kiém soat teong tw. (Memo, 8 Jan 1964, Forrestal
gui Bundy; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 7, tr 7-8]. Ngay
9/1/1964, McCone nap mot dy thao mdi.

Bao cdo ngay 21/12/1963 cua Krulak, Phu t4 dac biét chong
phan loan va hanh dong dac biét vé chuyén di cta
McNamara: Tinh hinh nghiém trong (serious), but not
irretrievable. Thiéu leadership va administrative
experiences.

(Memorandum, 21 Dec 1963, Krulak; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:Aug-Dec
1963, 1991, pp. 1V:721-727 [TL372])

Bdo cdo ngay 21/12/1963 cua Sullivan, Phu ta dac biét Thi
treong Ngoai Giao dac trach chinh tri vu.

Vi dén tré, McNamara tiép xtc vién chixc M§ nhiéu hon VN.
“The visit was a sobering one.” Van dé cua ché d6 ct dé€ lai.
(Memorandum, 21 Dec 1963, Sullivan; FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec



1963, (1991), [TL373, tr 728-731])

Béo cdo ngay 23/12/1963 ciia McCone: “less pessimistic.”

“Khong c6 chinh pht 6 Nam Viét Nam.” FRUS, 1961-1963, IV:

Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp. 735-738)

Chu Nhat, 22/12/1963:

Tht Hai, 23/12/1963:

*NAM VANG: Lé Van Tat, "Thiéu twéng" Cao Dai, vé nudc

cung mot sd gido hiru.
T4t 14 con Lé Van Trung; da trén qua Mién cing Pham Cong Tac
nam 1955.

McCone thu cho TT, np bédo céo vé phan ting trén bao cdo

ctia McNamara.
McCone khong qua bi quan nhi McNamara. Nhung
c6 nhiéu ly do d& bi quan hon lac quan. Bat dau gui
nhitng nhan vién ting quen biét Nam Viét Nam tr¢ lai.
Muon trd lai tham Viét Nam trong 90 ngay. (FRUS, 1961-
1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), 735-736)
Attachment:
Hién nay khong c6 chinh phtu ¢ mién Nam. HDQNCM
cam quyén, nhung lanh ty manh va tha tuc hanh chinh
bi thi€u. Céc tinh va quan treong khong hanh dong vi
khong cé 1énh.
HPQNCM [MRC] da thay thé 70% trong sd tinh
treong va mot so 1on trong 243 quan trudng.
HDQNCM da dat thoa hiép véi Hoa Hao va ngay
27/12/1963 sé ky thoa hiép voi Cao Dai. (1v:736)
Nhing thanh tich ghi nhan duoc trong ndm qua nhiéu
sai Jam. Tinh hinh tai viing chau thd va cdc tinh tiép
can Sai Gon khong t6t dep nhu duoc bao cao. (1v:737)
Tt thang 7/1963, cudc chién tro thanh bat 1gi cho chinh
phu.



HDQNCM nhan hiéu tinh trang ¢ vung chau tho va sé
don nd luc 6 day.

ACL tai mién Tay gap stec phan khang vi dan khong
mudn doi thon xém ctia minh. Viéc bo di ca lang la do
ly do nay.

(Memorandum, 23 Dec 1963, McCone; IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991),
pp- 735-738 [TL375])

Th Ba, 24/12/1963:
* SAI-GON: B4o Dw Ludn di mdt loat bai vé vu truc xuat
126 gia dinh dong bao Nuing di cw tai Bao Ham, 4p Nguyén
Thai Hoc, xa Dau Giay, tinh Long Khanh.
Loat bai nay ddng tiép trong cac s ra ngay 25, 26, 27 va 29-
30/12/1963. (PThT, HS29288)
Tha Tu, 25/12/1963: * SAI-GON: Ra séc luat cho phép cac
cyu chinh tri pham xin tai thdm dé bach hod ho so.
Thi Nam, 26/12/1963: Leonard Unger, Dai s tai Lao, viét
thw cho NcNamara vé 1ap treong Souvana Phouma.
Du béat binh viéc CSBV st dung hanh lang Lao xam nhap Nam
Viét Nam, Phouma khéong muén VNCH va My can thiép khién
cudc chién sé kéo dai. (IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), (1991), pp. 739-
40)

Thtt Sau, 27/12/1963: Tay Ninh: Cao Dai d6ng y hop tac véi
chinh phua.
Lé Van T4t lam tinh truong Tay Ninh.

Oat-shinh-tan: BNG chi thi Lodge khuyén Minh nén nhan
dip doc dién van ngay 2/1/1964 truéc HDNS tuyén bd
nhitng k&€ hoach r6 rang vé diéu khién cudc chién va 16i kéo
st ung hd ctia nong dan. (Tel 988, BNG gtri Lodge, 27 Dec 1963,;
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), pp. 748n2) [Xem 31/12/1963]

Jorden béo cdo 1én Harriman vé viéc xam nhap caa CSBV:



(IV:Aug-Dec 1963, 1991, pp. 741-43)

Thi Bay, 28/12/1963: * KONTUM: X6 xat gitra tin d6 Ki-td

va Phat ti tai khu Dinh dién Trung Nghia.
Theo bdo c4o cua Trung td Nguyén Ca, Tinh triedong, ngay
25/12/1963, Hoi dong xa Trung Nghia triéu tap mot cude
hop dan ching vé ké hoach chinh trang hwong 16 ctia dinh
dién, va dong y ha mot chiéc cong phia trén co cay thap tw
(thanh gid) dung triedc mot ngdi chtia ngoai hwong 19, nga
di vao lang. Chiéu ngay 27/12, 6ng dai dién xa va 6ng dia
diém trueong Trung Nghia dich than dén ha cong ndi trén.
Hom sau, sau khi di 18 vé, mét s6 tin d6 Ki-t6 cho r:?mg Phat
gido da ha cong xudng, xim nhau dung lai. Khi hai Phat t&
tién téi ngan can, tin d6 Ki-t6 quyét khong lui, bao dong xay
ra. Hai Linh muc dia phuong huy dong mot sd gido dan
Thuong tap trung quanh Trung Nghia téi tang vién. Két qua
2 Phat tir va 1 tin d6 Ki-t6 bi thwong, mot sd nguoi khac bi
tray da. (Phidu trinh ngay 29/1/1964, Ton That Dinh giri Thu
tudng; PThT, HS 29372a)
Theo Tinh truong Ca, su viéc duoc giai quyét on thoa ngay,
nhung c6 mot thiéu sd qua khich loi dung co hdi, phéng dai
mot cach tram trong sy kién. (Phtc trinh s§ 12/NA/CT/1/M,
ngay [10?]/ 1/ 1964, Tinh truong gki B6 An Ninh; PThT, HS
29372a)
Theo nguodn tin TNCSQG, ttr truedc trong t6 chitc quan tri
Dinh dién da thueong c6 nhiéu thién vi giéi Cong gido khién
cho giéi Phat gido phai chiu 1dm diéu bat cong thiét thoi.
Khi vu tranh chdp xay ra, chinh cac vi Linh muc lai sa“ip dat
dé sdn sang huy dong gido dan va con xtii duc binh si Céng
gido tim bit dong bao Phat tir. Trudce su kién nhu vay ma
ong Tinh truong chi can thiép xoa diu qua loa, khong dé cap
bién phdp cai t6 bd may quan tri Dinh dién nén dong bao
Phat gido mdi bat man phan déi 6ng Tinh trudng.” Boi the,



Tong treong Dinh truy t6 nhitng phan t&t ¢6 trach nhiém
gay ra vu xung dot va cai to lai guéng may quan tri Dinh
dién.” (Phiéu trinh ngay 26/1/1964, Binh gi Chu tich HDQNCM;
PThT, HS 29372a)
[28/12/1963]* SAI-GON: Danh sach Hoi Pong Nhan Si
[Council of Notables]:

12 trong s6 18 nguoi thudc nhom Caravelle [1962]:
Phan Khic Stru [7/1963: Bi két an 8 nam tu];
Nguyén Lwu Vién, cuu Cht tich Hong Thap Ty, bi bat gitt trong
dip 11/11/1960;
Phan Huy Quat bi bét giit trong dip 11/11/1960; gitta ndm 1961,
thanh 1ap Mat Tran Doan Két Qudc Gia;
Nguyén Tién Hi, Dai Viét;
Tran Vian D§;
Tran Van Huong, Dai Viét, bi bat mot thoi gian ngan sau ngay
11/11/1960; Lé Quang Luat;
Tran Vin Vin [cyu BT Kinh t&, bi bat mot thoi gian ngan sau ngay
11/11/1960, dwoc phong thich thang 4/1961];
Lwong Trong Twong [duwoc phdong thich thang 4/1961]; Pai Viét?
Nguyén Tang Nguyén;
Pham Hitu Chuong;
Tran Van Tuyén [duoc phong thich thang 7/1963];
Thuong gia: Nguyén Thanh Lap; Nguyén Van Vi; V6 Van Thém;
Ky gia: Bui Diém; Nguyén V§; Nguyén Hoat; Dao Dang V§; Phan
Khoang; Lé Van Tién; Nguyén Kim Béc; Lé Van Thu;
Lé Thi An, Déng Thi Khiém (Ba Ca Té); Nguyén Cao Héch;
Nguyén Van Bong; Bui Twong Huan; Lé Si Ngac; Pham Biéu Tam;
Nguyén Ding Thuc; Hoang Co Binh; Pham Van Toan; Tran
Thanh Hiép; Vi Van Huyén; Mai Tho Truyén; Dang Van Sung;
Phan Ba Cam, Tran Trung Dung; Lé Van Hoach; Son Thai
Nguyén; Pham Dinh Nghi; Nguyén Hitu Phiém; Lam Vén Tét; Lé
Phung Thoi; Nguyén Thé Truyén; (CD 1226, ngay 28/12/1963,
Lodge gti BNG; LBJL, NSF, Country File, Vietnam, Box 1)

Chua Nhat, 29/12/1963:



* SAI-GON: Nhat bédo Chudng Mai khéi dang lai loat bai vé
té nan pha ring.
“V6i chiéu bai Téng Diém, C0 ghién, “ba ct Lién Déi,” nguoi ta
phé riing dé€'lam giau . . .” (PThT, HS29288)

Tha Hai, 30/12/1963:
* SAI-GON: Bai b lénh chao co triede khi chiéu béong hay
hat tudng.

Oat-shinh-tan: Thw Johnson gtti Lodge.

Tin twong Lodge. Yéu cau chuyén thu cho Big Minh.

Th Ba, 31/12/1963:

* SAI-GON: Dai Hoi Thong Nhat Phat Giao khai mac &

Chua Xa Loi [cho téi ngay 4/1/1964].
Hién chuong Gido Hoi Phat Gido Viét Nam Thong Nhat, do Tri
Quang soan thao, dwoc chdp thuan. Tinh Khiét, thuéc phéai Bac
Tong, lam Tang Thong (nhiém ky 4 nam; nhiém ky sau sé do phe
Nam Tong gitt). Bau ctt Vién Hoa Pao 12 nguoi; Tam Chau lam
Chu tich v6i nhiém ky 2 nam; Thién Hoa lam Phé. Tri Quang la
Chanh Thu ky Vién Tang Thong.

- Trung twéng Mai Htu Xudn bao cao vé viéc “tan cong luc

soat nha tho va cdc nha nit tu” tai Gia Binh, quan Gio Linh,

Quang Tri.
Theo Xuan, ngay 24/11/1963, to Théng Tin va Céng Gido Tién Hanh
s0 73 loan tin ngay 9/11/1963, Quén truéng kiém Chanh an quan
Gio Linh dan m6t s6 nhan vién tw phap dén nha Lé Van Dung,
dai dién xa Gio An, dé€ kham xét vi 6 tin bao tai day tang trix tai
liéu va vo khi trai phép. Mudn dén nha Dung, quan trudng phai
di qua nha tho. Khong c6 viéc luc soat nha tho hay nha nit tu.
(PThT, HS 29379)

- Trung twéng Dinh, Tong treéng An Ninh, triéu tdp mot

budi hoi thao chdng trung lap tai Bo An Ninh.
Tham dw c6 dai dién B6 Giao Duc va TNCSQG. B6 Giao Duc sé
tim cach hudng dan sinh vién, hoc sinh. TNCSQG theo doi. Phat
déng mot phong trao dai ching chéng trung lap. (PThT, HS



29383)
- Trung twéng Dinh, Tong treéng An Ninh, triéu tdp mot
budi hoi thao chdng trung lap tai Bo An Ninh.
Tham dy ¢ dai dién B6 Gido Duc va TNCSQG. B Giao Duc sé
tim cach huedng dan sinh vién, hoc sinh. TNCSQG theo dbi. Phat
dong mot phong trao dai chung chdng trung lap. (PThT, HS
29383)
T6i: Lodge gap Minh.
Dé nghi Minh doc dién van tuyén bd sé giai quyét nhitng bat cong
va 10i than phién. Minh htta sé thuc hién trong dién van ngay
2/1/1964.
Lodge nghi sé huéng dan Minh theo dung duong. (Tel 1235,
Lodge gtri BNG, 31 Dec 1963; IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 381])
, Pp- 748
Ot-shinh-tan: Phu ta Pac Biét Sullivan lam to trinh 1én
Harriman:
C6 mot chinh phu Céng Hoa Nhan Dan trén lanh tho VNCH. N6
kiém soat tir bién gidéi Kampuchea téi bo bién,vung chau thd
Mekong ¢ phia Nam Sai Gon chi vai ddm.
(IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 383]) pp. 754-758
va ba tai liéu nhan chuyén di Viét Nam. (I, (1991), 749-752)
Phu ta Dac Biét Jorden lam to trinh lén Harriman:
Vién chitc My-Viét bi quan hon Jorden trong doi. Viéc
loai Diém khong chdm duét nhing khé khan. Trén
nhiéu phuong dién, tinh hinh suy thoai thay vi cai
thién.
Tam trang chung la “bi quan.” C6 1€ vi nguoi ta qua
cao vong & cudc dao chinh. Ngwoi ta chti tam stra d6i
nhitng 16i Iom ctia Diém-Nhu hon danh bai CS [correct
the evils of the Diem-Nhu regime” than to beating the Viet
Cong].
Van dé trung lap: Nguoi ta nghi My mudn trung lap



mién Nam.
Tw do bao chi:
Lanh tu mdi: stagnation. Khong c6 k& sach ro rang.
Pong vién nguyén lyc:
Bang giao My-Viét: Lén cao.
bé nghi:
Can lanh dao manbh, rd rang va giau twdng twong.
K& sach 16i cudn sy ung ho ctia dan chung.
Can c6 mot nhdm nho lam viéc thwong truc véi 1lanh
dao VN.
Ed Lansdale Lou Conein Rufus Phillips Jim Kent Joe
Mendenhall
(IV:Aug-Dec 1963, 1991, pp. 753-758 [TL 383])
[31/12/1963] 12G34: Rusk gti Lodge du thao thw Johnson
cho Big Minh, hita yém tro, va chi thi Lodge vé 10 diém:
Sau thang 11/1963, My da quyét dinh cung cd
guong may chinh quyén trung wong va cac cap hanh
chinh dia phuong cing quan ddi bang cach ting gia hé
thong 6 van.
Théng 12/1963, HD/QNCM yéu cau My gti qua
Sai Gon mot phai doan ¢ van trung wong dé€ lam viéc
véi cac B, gom ba cd van treong, véi mot s6 phu t4,
dé gitip Minh va Tho thuc hién ké hoach tong quat,
chuong trinh chdng phan loan va kinh t€, va Qudc
phong cung B6 Tong Tham Muu. (The Pentagon Papers
(Gravel 1971), 1I:308; Tel 1000, BNG gui Lodge, 31 Dec 1963;
IV:Aug-Dec 1963, (1991), [TL 380]) pp. 747 [745-47]. [Ngay
11/1/1964, BNG gui thém CD 1055, 1:22-24 vé brain trust. Ngay
14/1, Lodge tra 1oi 1a VN chi mu6n advisory role, khong thé cé
van phong bén canh—cé vé “colonial.”]

Thang 12/1963: Hoi Nghi Trung Uong thit 9, khoa Ill, Pang



Lao Pong Viét Nam.
Nghi quyét vé tinh hinh thé gidi va nhiém vu qudc té.
VKDTT, 24: 1963, 2003:716-800.

Trung thanh véi nhitng nguyén tac trong hai ban tuyén
bd & Mat-sco-va nam 1957 va 1960: “cung c6 lap truong giai
cap, phat huy tinh than triét dé cdch mang, chong anh
huong ctaa chu nghia xét lai hién dai, khic phuc tu tuong
httu khuynh va nhitng tu tudng sai lam khéc, xay dung tu
twdng tap thé xa hoi chu nghia, boi dudng dao dic cach
mang cua giai cdp vO san, chdng cht nghia ca nhan, chong
cht nghia ti do.[807]

“cht nghia Mac-Lénin vo dich la chan ly sang ngoi cta
thoi dai chuing ta.” [809]

(VKDTT, 24:1963, 2003:716-800)

Thong cao: (VKDTT, 24:1963, 2003:801-810)
Nghi quyét vé mién Nam: (VKDTT, 24:1963, 2003:811-862)

* Nam 1963, Tran Van Tra roi Lao vao mién Trung, Tw
Lénh Lyc Luong Vi Trang Giai Phong Mién Nam.

Cuong d6 cac tran danh bat dau gia ting. Mot
trong nhitng tran danh gay chan dong nhat la ap Bac
vao dau thang 1/1963.

Sau Dai Hoi ky IIT cia Pang LDVN, Bac Viét day
manh viéc xam nhap.

Tt 1961 t6i 1963, hon 40,000 can binh duwoc dwa vao khép 4
vung chién thuat. Ngoai ra, Ha N6i con "chi vién" cho MT/GPMN
165,000 vii khi du loai cing hang ngan can bd chinh tri va ky thuat
dé trang bi, td chitc 73,000 tan binh mién Nam.

FRUS, 1961-1963, IV: Aug-Dec 1963, (1991)



1964

Th Tw, 1/1/1964:
* SAT-GON: Johnson gtti thw cho "Big" Minh.

“[Tlrung ldp Nam Vié¢t Nam dong nghia véi viéc Cong San dogt chinh

quyén.... Nuoc Mjj sé cung cip cho 6ng va din toc 6ng nhirng phwong

tign ddy du nhat trong cudc chién gay go nay.... Chiing toi sé duy tri ¢

Viét Nam nhin sy My va vdt dung cin thiét dé giip 6ng dat chién

thiang.” (Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States, Lyndon B.

Johnson, 1962-1964 [Washington, DC: GOP, 1965], vol 1:106)

Khi chuyén thu cho Big Minh ngay 1/1/1964 , Lodge nhéan
manh rang can phai c6 mot Téng Tham Muu Truong va can bd
nhiém mot Tw 1énh QD III [dang do Twdng Dinh kiém nhiém],
nhue McNamara yéu cau trong budi hop tai Sai Gon ngay
20/12/1963. Minh va Tho phai leu tim hon van dé Ap chién luoc.

- Lodge gtri cong dién cam on TT Johnson.
Khang dinh chi thi hanh lénh ctia Kennedy. Nghi rang Kennedy
chuwa duoc khen ngoi dung muc vé viéc ngan chan khuynh
huwéng tan hai 6 Viét Nam. Néu trong mua He va Thu 1963,
Kennedy khong kip thoi ngan chan, tinh thé ¢ mién Nam da dan
dén dai hoa. Tu tin r.:?mg Lodge ¢ vi thé ¢6 van t6t cho chinh phu
Duwong Van Minh. (Message CAP 63663, 1/1/1964, Lodge to President
Johnson; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 1, pp1-2]) Xem 7/1/1964
Tht Nam, 2/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Khai mac Hoi Dong Nhan Si.
Tai Hoi treong Dién Hong, gom 60 nguoi. C6 Tran Dinh Nam,
Phan Khic Stru, Pham Biéu Tam, Tran Vin Vin, Dao Dang Vy, v..
v.. Khong c6 Nguyen Xuan Chit, Tran Van Huong, hay cac lanh
tu dang phai nhu Tran Quang Vinh (Cao Dai), Phan Ba Cam (Hoa
Hao), Nguyén Ton Hoan va Ha Thuc Ky (Pai Viét), Vi Hong
Khanh, Nguyén Van Luc (VNQDD), Nguyén Van Huyén (Ki-td
Gido), v.. v... Trong khi d9, c6 Tran Trung Dung, chu ré Diém.



Duong Van Minh doc dién van.
Thw Sau, 3/1/1964:
* GIA-DINH: 2,000 cdng nhan VINATEXCO dinh cong.
Cugc bai cong kéo dai t6i 45 ngay. (Viét Nam 1990:235)
Thw Bay, 4/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Dai hoi Phat Gido Thong Nhat chdp thuan
Hién chwong do Tri Quang soan thao.
Chu Nhat, 5/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Chinh pht Nguyén Ngoc Tho cai t6:
Ngi Vu: Ton Théat Pinh; Thong Tin: D06 Mau; Quéc Phon g kiém
Tong Tw lénh Quin Dgi: Tran Van Don; Tong Tham Muu
Truwong: Lé Van Kim.
Ngoai ra, Khiém lam Tw lénh Quan Poan III, va Thiéu
Tuwéng Nguyén Van Quan, Gidm ddc Nha An Ninh Quan
Doi. (Mau 1993:674-675)
- Ton Thét Dinh, Téng trudng An Ninh, chi thi Tw 1énh QD
IT diéu tra vé viéc xung dot gitra Phat ti va tin d6 Ki-t0 tai
Dinh dién Trung Nghia, Kontum ngay 28/12/1963.
-Lé truy diéu Nhat Linh tai veon Tao Dan.
Phan Khic Stru va Hiéu Chan t8 chiee. (Bdch Khoa, 15/1/1964)
Tha Hai, 6/1/1964:
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Mansfield viét phiéu trinh (Memo-
randum) cho TT Johnson.
Johnson néi khong mudn Viét Nam bién thanh Trung Hoa th
hai; Mansfield mudn thém rang khong mudn thdy mot Trieu
Tién thit hai. Khong mudn Johnson tuyén bé qua nhiéu vé trach
nhiém va bon phan ctia My tai Viét Nam, ma can ndi vé trach
nhiém cta chinh nguoi Viét. Johnson can nghién ctru nhiing giai
phap hoa binh. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 2: Memo,
6/1/1964, Mansfield gtri President Johnson]) pp 2-3)
Johnson chi thi cho Rusk, McNamara va Bundy gop y.



Ngay 8/1/1964, Rusk lam phiéu trinh véi nhitng diém chinh
sau:
1. Rusk da nhiéu lan néi véi Mat-sco-va rang hoat dong
quén su ctia My tai Pong Nam A sé& chdm dut néu Ha
Noi d€ cac nudc lang giéng yén a. Nhitng thong diép
twong tw da chuyén téi Ha Noi. My da khang dinh 15
rang rang My khdng mudn mot can ct quan sy hay tra
quan nao tai Péng Nam A.
2. Bac Kinh va Ha Noi da vi pham cac Hiép u6c Geneva
1954 va [23/7/1962] tai Lao. Boi thé, that vo ich néu tim
cach dat mot hoa wdc tuong ty nhu thé.
3. Van dé trung lap héa Nam Viét Nam la mot tro cudi.
Rusk da dé nghi véi Gromyko la trung lap héa ca hai
mién Bac va Nam Viét Nam, nhung Gromyko phan d6i,
nhan manh rang mién Bac 1a mdt thanh phan cta khéi
Xa hoi Chu nghia va diéu nay khong thé thay doi. Trung
lap héa mién Nam Viét Nam nhw thé chi c6 nghia c6 lap
mién Nam khoi sy vién tro ctia phuong Tay, dé bién
thanh miéng mo6i ngon cho Cong San.
4. Rusk da noéi chuyén voi de Gaulle, va lap treong de
Gaulle rat gan gii voi My.
5. Néu Bac Kinh dong y cho cac nude 1an bang duwoc doc
lap, My sé san sang thuong thuyét voi Trung Cong. Dé
thit xem dé nghi ngay 31/12/1963 ctia Khrushchev, trong
thu gui Johnson, vé van dé giai quyét 6n hoa nhiing
vung dat tranh chap c6 mang lai gi maéi la hay chang.
Theo Rusk, quan diém ctia BNG ciing ching khac biét bao lam
voi Mansfield: "Mot Dong Nam A it tuy thudc vao vién trg va
giup d0, it dudi sy kiém soat cia My, khong bi cit dut véi Trung
Hoa nhung cling khong bi Trung Hoa khong ché." Khac biét chi
1a cach thuc hién: Mansfield mudn c¢6 "'ngung ban," trong khi
Rusk mudn hoa binh & thé manh, khi Bic Viét khong con tham



tam chiém mién Nam. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 8: Memo,
Tab A, 8/1/1964, Rusk guri President Johnson]) pp 9-11))
Bo truong Qudc Phong McNamara nhan dinh:
1. My da nhiéu [an nhdn manh réng cudc chién Viét Nam 1a
trach nhiém ctua ngwoi Viét, va méi day da lap lai trong tuyén
bd rut quan. Tuy nhién, uy thé nuéc My khong thé bi ton
thwong.
2. Tinh hinh trdm trong, nhung chting ta van c6 thé thang.
3. Dé nghi ctia Mansfield —chia Nam Viét Nam theo vung
kiém soat 1anh thé cua hai phe (da beo) —thiéu thuye t€. S chia
cat hay trung 1ap héa c6 nghia la My phai triét thoai, va toan
mién Nam sé bi sup do.
4. Hau qua cua viéc Cong San thong tri mién Nam sé rat
nghiém trong ddi véi nhitng phan con lai ciia Dong Nam A va
vi tri ctia My tai day cling nhu trén toan thé gidi.
5. Phai chién th:fmg béng moi cach. [TL 8: Memo, Tab B,
8/1/1964, McNamara gtti President Johnson]) pp 9-11))
Theo Bundy:
1. Trung lap héa mién Nam c6 nghia:
a. Su sup d6 mau chong cua luc lwgng chdng Cong tai mién
Nam, va sy thong nhat dudi ché dé CS.
b. Thai Lan sé trung ldp, va gia tang anh hwéng Ha-ndi ciing
nhw Bic Kinh ¢ ddy.
c. Sup dd cta luc lwgng chong Cong tai Lao.
d. Ap luc manh trén Malaya va Malaysia.
e. Nhat va Philippines sé ¢ khuynh hudéng chuyén qua
trung lap.
f. Tai hai cho uy tin ctia My tai Dai Loan va Nam Han.
2. Néu trung 1ap hda Viét Nam la phan boi nhitng nguoi chong
Cong, va cb thé sé bi that cu. (Ibid., 14)
3. BPuong 16i dang nhét 1a tdng cuong cudc tranh dau chong
Cong.
4. Mansfield c6 thé sé tan thanh, néu ching ta sé c6 nhiing van
dong ngoai giao vdi Phap va ching to thién chi voi Cambodia.



Viéc do y Phap bat loi. [TL 8: Memo, Tab C, 8/1/1964,
McGeorge Bundy gtri President Johnson]) pp 14-15)

7/1/1964:
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Bundy dé trinh Johnson du thao ké&
hoach OPLAN 34-A-64.
B Qudc Phong va CIA hoan tat du thao ngay 3/1/1964, du tru
bat dau tir ngay 1/2/1964. Muc tiéu dé canh céo Bac Viét phai
ngung xam nhap can bd va v khi vao mién Nam. McNamara
tan thanh. John McCone (CIA) nghi rang khong nén trong doi
nhitng thanh qua 1én. Theo Rusk van dé nam trong ndi dia,
khong phai ¢ ngoai lanh thé mién Nam. Bundy muén cung
McCone (CIA), Gilpatric va U. Alexis Johnson giam sat ké hoach
nay. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 4] pp 4-5) [Xem 24/1/1964]
- John McCone béo c4o véi Rusk rang dit kién trong bao
cdo vé chuyén tham Viét Nam tir 18 t6i 20/12/1963 khong
chinh xac.
Ly do la cac vién chitc Viét thoi Diém khong bdo cdo dung
sit thiee véi chinh phu trung wong, va vién chitc My khong
c6 co hdi kiém ching. Dé nghi mot hé thong kiém soat bi
mat. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 5] pp 5-6)

Hom sau, 8/1, Forrestal trinh 1én Bundy rang 6ng ta tan thanh.
FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 7] pp 7-8)

Tht Tu, 8/1/1964:

* SAI-GON: Tong triedng B An Ninh TTPinh giti CD cho

BTL/V2CT:
Ngay 28/12/1963 xay ra xung dot Lwong-Gido tai Dinh dién Trung
Nghia, Quan Kontum. Tinh truong dich than téi noi nhung khong
giai quyét duoc. Yéu cau can thiép cha Seitz d€ chuyén LM Lé di
noi khac. (PThT, HS 29380b)

Tht Nam, 9/1/1964:



* SAI-GON: Hoc sinh Petrus Ky t& chitc tuong nhé Tran
Van On (Vin thwe s6 01374/TCSQG/CSDB/KH/1/K, ngay 13/1/1964,
TGDCSQG gai BNV; TTLTQG 2 (TP/HCM), Phu Tha tudng [PThT],
HS 29383)
On da chét ngay 9/1/1950 trong cudc biéu tinh 6 Sai Gon.
- Dai hoi bat thuong cta Lién Doan Cong Chirc Cich Mang
Quoc Gia tai Toa D6 chanh.
Biéu quyét giai tan Lién Poan Cong Chttc, va lap mot lién
doan khéc sé chon tén va diéu 1& sau. BAu ra mdt ban Quan
tri Lam thoi d€ giai quyét cac van dé con ton dong nhu qui
chéng Cong (1% lwong), nguyét liém, v.. v...
Lién Doan Cong Chirc Cich Mang Quoc Gia thanh lap tai Dai
hoi ngay 9/9/1955 véi muc dich “cach mang héa nguwoi cong
chic”:
nhat dinh trir gian, digt Cong, bai Phong, da Thuec.
phung sy chinh nghia Qudc Gia, ddt quyén lgi t6i cao cuia T6 qudc
lén trén heét
hoa minh trong nhan dan, trong phong trao cich mang cua nhin
din, diing theo dwong 167 cach mang nhdn vi cuia Ng6 Thu twong.
Cht tich Ban Chap hanh Trung wong: Nguyén Hitu Khai.
Ph6 CT: Db Van R§, Nguyén Dinh B&n, Huynh Quang
Phudec.
TTK: Phan Van Toan. TK: Nguyén Van Dat, Truong Thi
Kim An.
31 uy vién; 12 ¢6 van (Lé Khai Trach, v.. v...)
1963: PCT 1: Ton that Trach; PCT 2: Nguyén Qudc Hung.
UV/Ké& hoach: Pham Hiru Vinh. (PThT, HS 29388)
Thw Sau, 10/1/1964:
* SAT-GON: Lodge hop véi Duong Van Minh va cac cap
lanh dao VNCH trong hai tiéng dong ho.
Tham du c6 Doén, Kim, Thu tuéng Tho, B truong [Tran Lé]
Quang va [Pham Déang] Lam. Minh va Kim phan d6i viéc ddt ¢d



van My xu6ng dudi cdp quan va xa, vi c6 vé "thwee dan hon ca
Phép;" va, su hién dién cta ho khién VC c6 co hoi chiing minh
rang chinh quyén mién Nam chi 1a nguy, tay sai M. Minh ciing
khong c6 thién cam gi voi nhiing nguoi lam viéc truc tiép véi
My, vi dan chiing nhin ho chang khac gi nhitng linh Haiho timng
phuc vu Nhat trong Thé chién. Minh va Pon cting than phién vé
viéc My tro cap ddc biét cho Cao Dai va Hoa Hao, va cac gido
phai nay dang dung My chong lai chinh quyén trung wong. Cudi
cung, cac Tudng yéu cau My ngung chi tién cho cac nhom sinh
vién biéu tinh chng Phéap. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 10,
Tel 1290, 10/1/1964, 18G00, Sai Gon gtti BNG,] 16-22) [Xem 21/2/1964]
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Walt Rostow, Chti tich Hoi Dong
Thiét K& Chinh Sach, 1am to trinh 1én Rusk:
bé nghi phai true dién Ha Noi. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), [TL 9,
Memo, 10/1/1964, Sai Gon gtti BNG,] 15-16)
15-6) Ngay 1/11 va 28/11/1963, Rostow da dé nghi phai canh
cdo Ha Noi 1a néu khong ngimg xam ling mién Nam, Bac
Viét sé chiu sy tan cong tra daa.
Chu Nhat, 12/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Céc dai dién Phat Gido bau xong Vién Hoa
DPao va Téang Thong.
Vién trwong: Tam Chau. Phé: Phap Tri, Thich Thién Hoa,
Chanh Tri Mai Tho Truyén. Téng vu Ting sw: Tri Tinh; Hodng
Phdp, Tri Thu; Phap sy, Quang Lién; Tai chinh va Kién thiét,
Tam Giac; Cw si, Huyén Quang; Thanh nién, Thién Minh.
Ddng ly vin phong: Pai dtrc Ptic Nghiép.
Ting thong: Tinh Khiét, Phd, T6i Thang; Chinh TK, Tri
Quang; Phé TK, Thach Gong; (Bao cao ngay 16/1/1964, Nha
TGDCSQG; TTLTQG 2, PhThT, HS 29368).
13/1/1964:
* SAI-GON, 13G00: Khoang 10,000 SV, hoc sinh biéu tinh
chdng Phép trung lap.



Tin tinh bao CP cho biét do nhém SV Vian Khoa va Luat
Khoa t6 chirc d€ biéu duong luc lwgng. Téi duong Duy
Tan, c6 truyén don tung ra, t3 cao “Nguyén Ngoc Tho va
tay sai da lam phong nhi cho Phap-Nhu-Diém.” (TTLTQG
2, PhThT, HS 29383).
15/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Tinh Khiét nham chtrc.
Thuong toa Tam Chau nhén chic Vién treong Hod Dao. (Bao cao
ngay 26/1/1964, Nha TGDCSQG; TTLTQH 2, PhThT, HS 29368).
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Robert F. Kennedy lén dwong tham
viéng cdc nudc Vién Dong [cho téi ngay 27/1/1964].
16/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: HP Nhan Si hop vé viéc soan thao Hién Phéap
va bau ctt Qudc Hoi.
- SV Vién Khoa va Luat Khoa biéu tinh dién hanh chéng bao
Din Chiing.
- Tin d6 Ki-t6 tai khu Bui Phat, dwong Truong Minh
Giang, bi mat van dong gido dan Xom Méi va Tan Sa
Chau biéu tinh phan d&i chinh phti Tho chia ré Bac Nam,
khong yém tro dong bao di cu. (Cong dién ngay 25/1/1964, Bo
Thong Tin; TTLTQH 2, PhThT, HS 29380b).
17/1/1964:
* SAT-GON: Biéu tinh chdng Phap vi chinh sach trung 1ap
ho4 Pong Nam A ctia de Gaulle.
Do Phong Trao Thanh Nién Cich Mang Tién Phong to
chtre. Giai tan sau khi Trung tuwéng Tong treong Noi
Vu t6i no6i chuyén.
* BEN-TRE: Khoi dau chién dich "Phuwong Hoang Tién
Giang 1" tai viing Thanh Pht. (AP 18/1/1964)
Thw Bay, 18/1/1964:



* SAI-GON: Agence France Presse [AFP] truyén di bai viét
mang tira "Chinh séch A Chau ctia Phap."
Tac gia bai nay cho rang Phidp mudn dung viéc cong
nhan Trung Cong d€ dan xép ngung bén tai mién Nam.
[Xem 23/1/1964]
Thw Hai, 20/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Lodge gap Minh, Kim, Tho, va Lam.
Hoi y kién vé ké hoach OPLAN-34A. Minh dé cit Pon, Kim va Chiéu
nghién ctru chi tiét voi Twdng Harkins. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992),
28-31)
Tht Tu, 21/1/1964:
* SAI-GON: Sinh vién biéu tinh chdng trung lap.
Nguoi ding ra td chirc 1a Mai Van Lé va hai em Do
Mau (Lwong va Thao), sinh vién Y khoa. (Phiéu trinh V3
phong Thu twdéng; TTLTQG 2 (TP/HCM), Pha Thu tudng [PThT],
HS 29383)
23/1/1964:
*SAI-GON: Hoi Bong Nhan Si yéu cau doan giao v6i Phap.
(Mau 1993:675)
Tht Bay, 24/1/1964:
* HUE: C6 tin Nguyén Van Duong, Gi4o su treong Binh
Minh, van dong thanh lap Doan Thanh Nién Thién Chi Thién
Chua Gido.
* Binh Dinh: Lodge cung lanh dao VNCH tham Binh Dinh.
Thao ludn vé van dé Nghi quyét cia HDNS vé trung lap va
bang giao véi Phap, va ban tin cia AFP. Theo Lodge,
khong tién cat dGt ngoai giao véi Phap. (CP 1397, ngay
28/12/1963, Lodge giti BNG; LBJL, NS File, Country File, Vietnam, Box
1)
* OAT-SHINH-TAN: Johnson ky sic 1énh phat dong K&
Hoach 34-A (OPLAN-34A).



Bo Qudc Phong truc tiép chi huy; thay vi co quan CIA
nhu ttt nam 1962 tdi nay.

26/1/1964:
* SATI-GON: Tuéng William C. Westmoreland t6i Sai Gon.

Westy duoc cit Phu ta cho Harkins d€ chuan bi thay Harkins.
[Xem 20/6/1964]

Thw Hai, 27/1/1964:

* PARIS: Chinh phu de Gaulle nhin nhan Trung Cong.
Thir Ba, 28/1/1964:

* SAI-GON: Chinh phti Tho ra théng cdo chdng trung lap,
va sé ¢ bién phap v6i chinh pha de Gaulle vé viéc nhin
nhan Trung Cong.

- Co quan CIA bdo cdo ttr Sai Gon:

Trung tuéng Nguyén Khanh néi véi Dai ta Jasper
Wilson, C8 van trudng QD I, réng sé c6 dao chinh vao
ngay Thtr Séu, 31/1/1964.

Theo Khanh, Tuéng Mai Hitu Xuan sé dao chinh dé
tuyén bd trung lap. Trong nhém cht muu cd cyu
Tuwdng Nguyén Van Hinh. Khanh s& vao Sai Gon trong
ngay hay ngay hom sau dé ngan chdn dao chinh. Trung
Ta Tran Dinh Lan méi tir Phap vé, mang theo hai ti
dong dé thuc hién trung lap. Nguoi goi Lan vé nudc la
Tran Van Bon va Lé Van Kim. [Tgi vin khé B) Ngoai
Giao Phadp cé mgt ho so cua Lan, chi gidi mdt vao khodng
nam 2029]

bau thang 1/1964, mot nhan ching My thay nhiéu xe
chd vii khi téi doanh trai Tong Gidm ddc Canh Séat
Quoc Gia ctia Xuan.

Trung tudéng Lé Van Nghiém da tiét 10 voi cac vién
chitc My va Viét rang cac Tuéng Kim, Don, Nguyén



Van V§ va Duong Van Dttc c6 khuynh huéng than
Phéap va nghiéng vé trung lap. [Mendenhall ghi chii bén
[é: Nghiém la nguwoi Trung, trong mot chinh phu da s6’la
nguoi Nam. Mot nguoi nhiéu tham vong]

Dao chinh ctaa Twdng Xuan dé thanh cong vi gan day,
cac don vi chinh qui bi chuyén dan khoi Sai Gon. (FRUS,
1964-1968, 1:1964 (1992), 36-7)

- Lodge dé nghi Oat-shinh-tan can thiép v6i de Gaulle,

yéu cau ngung am muu dao chinh.

Lic 19G22 ngay 28/1 [07G22 ngay 29/1 Sai-gon], BNG My tra loi
rang khé th& anh huong duoc de Gaulle. Chi thi Lodge kiém
chttng lai véi Khanh.

- Khanh mdc thueong phuc dap phi co dan su vao Sai Gon.
Phu ta ctia Khanh 12 Dai td Nguyén Chéanh Thi cling vao Sai
Gon bﬁing phi co ctia Khanh, chuan bi luc luong. Thi dwa
vao luc lvong Nhay Du ctia Cao Van Vién. Ngoai ra con c6
cac don vi ca Dai ta Huynh Van [Thanh] Tén va Trung ta
Trang Van Chinh.

Téi do, Thi gap Db Mau va Duwong Van Dtc tai tee dinh cta
Khanh. Tuy nhién, khong tiét 10 bi mat voi Thiéu ta Pham
Vian Liéu, khi Liéu va mot nguoi quen téi gap Thi.

Thir Tw, 29/1/1964: * SAI-GON: Sinh vién bi€u tinh, doi

quoc hiru hda tai san Phap.

- Phong thich mot s6 nguoi bi két 4n than Binh Xuyén.
Gom Nguyén Vin Thanh, Nguyén Hitu Thuan, Nguyén
Vian Hiéu. Tuy nhién, nhom H6 Hiru Tuong, Tran Van An,
Trinh Khanh Vang van bi cau luu tai Chi Hoa. (Mau 1993:675)

- 20G00: Lodge bao cdo vé am muu dao chinh do Phép chu

treong.

Theo Khanh tuyén bd véi Wilson, Pon, Kim va Xuan cong
khai tuyén bg c6 thién cam véi trung 1ap, qua Phap. Don va
Kim cyee ky than Phép, viho 1a can bo tinh bao OSS ctia Phéap



trong chién tranh, va ho con gitt qudc tich Phap. Dinh thi c6
thé mua bang tién. [Dinh mua nha & Phap]

Cung tham du dao chinh ¢6 Tran Thién Khiém, Tw 1énh QD
III; D Cao Tri, QD II. 90% quan doi va 70% cong chikc ung
hd (?). Khdanh mudn bao dam rang My chdng trung lap.
Wilson trdn an Khanh bang cach néu 1én 16i tuyén bd caa
Lodge trén bao chi vé van dé nay.

Khanh ciing yéu cau My bao dam sé cho gia dinh [hién dang
& Da Néng] roi khoi Viét Nam néu that bai; Lodge néi chi
c6 thé bao dam cho ti nan trong Toa Dai s& ¢ Sai Gon, va
cung cdp mdt phi co ¢ phi trudong Da Nang, néu gia dinh
Khanh c6 thé t6i noi.

Theo Lodge, Khanh la Tuwdng c6 kha nang nhat mién Nam. Tuy

nhién, Lodge tin rdng Dén va Kim la nhitng nguoi yéu nudc

nhiét thanh. Theo Lodge, Khéanh sé tiép xtc véi Wilson tdi nay.

(Cb 1431, ngay 28/12/1963, Lodge gtti BNG; LBJL, NS File, Country

File, Vietnam, Box 1; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), 37-9)

- Dai ta Wilson bdo cdo v6i Harkins vé ké hoach dao chinh

ctia Khanh. Sau do, Harkins thong bao cho Lodge.

- 23G00: Khanh va Khiém "chinh ly" nhém DBo6n va Kim.
Du biét triedc ké hoach ciia Khanh —vi Khanh da tam
st vOi Trung T4 CIA Conein tir thang 12/1963 —Lodge
chang nhiing khong ngan can, ma con cé vé khuyén
khich. Vi Lodge hy vong Khanh s€ la nhan vat "manh
bao va tan nhan" ly twdong dé chéng Cong.

Khiém, Ki-t6 gido (?), sinh ndm 1923 tai Sai Gon. Nam
1947, ra bung theo Viét Minh, nhung lai vé thanh. Gia
nhap Can Lao mién Nam, dudi quyén Huynh Van
Lang. Tttng cttu nguy cho Diém vao thang 11/1960. Sau
ngay nay, dugc thang cap Tuong, gitt chitc Tham Muu
Truwéng Lién quan (phu ta cho Lé Van Ty). Thang



11/1963, tham gia dao chinh Diém. M6 chan rét véi ca
ba nhém Khanh-Bon, Minh-Kim, va Lang-Thao.
Thang 1/1964, duwoc ctt lam Tw lénh QD III, gitta ltc
dang 6 Nhat. Viéc bd nhiém nay khién Khiém bét binh.
Boi thé, tir gitta thang 1/1964, lai méc n6i véi Khanh
lam dao chinh.

Ngoai ra, con co Dai t4 Cao Van Vién, Tu lénh Nhay
Du; Thiéu tudng Nguyén Htru C6, SD 7; va, Nguyén
Van Thiéu, SD 5.

Thiéu la mot nhan vat kha bi an. Trudce khi t6t nghiép khoa 1 Dap
Dé4 Hué, Thiéu ting 1a huyén d6i du kich Viét Minh & Ninh Cht,
Phan Thiét. Anh trai hoat dong cho Dai Viét,

10/1953-3/1954: Trudng Phong 3 Dé nhi Quan Khu ¢ Hué.

Ngay 5/11/1954, Dai ta Trwong Van Xuong, Tw lénh QK II, triéu
tap mot budi hop tai tw dinh d€ thanh lap Vigt Quoc Dan Xa (Parti
National Social Démocrats). do sw khuyén khich ctia Trung ta
Tran Dinh Lan. Tham du budi hop cé Trung t4 Nguyén Vin
Thiéu, Tran Thién Khiém (TMT QK II), Lan; cdc Thiéu ta Tran Van
Trung, Pham Van K&, Lé Nhu Hung, Pham Van Bong; Pai ay
Huyén, v.. v... Muc dich 1a yém tr¢g Nguyén Van Hinh, chdng
Diém. Thanh phan nhw sau: C6 van: Xuong; Chu tich diéu hanh:
Khiém; Phu ta kiém Thu qui: Dai ta Luc S Man; tuyén truyén:
Trung ay K& Nghién cttu: Thiéu; Trudng ban t6 chitc Nam TV:
Thiéu td Nguyén Van Manh; TTk; Dai iy Phan Van Phan (truong
phong IV); Hanh dong déc biét: Lé Nhw Hung; Tinh bao: Dai ty
Tran Dinh Huyén (Canh sat mién Trung?); Bdo vé¢ doan vién: Thiéu
t4 Hoang Xuan Lam (chi huy Thiét gidp) (10H xxx [3238]). It lau
sau, dich than Manh di thu thap chit ky cua cac si quan dé€ ung ho
Tudng Hinh; nhung khi Hinh phai roi nuedc, lai chinh Manh di xin
chtt ky ung h¢ “Chi si lanh tu Ng6 Dinh Diém” (Phong van cuu
Dai t4 Pham Van Liéu, Houston, 1994-1996).

10/1955: Trung ta hién dich thwc thu. Chi huy trueong tiéu khu,
trung doan truong.



Tt 1955, phéan vi anh hudng Phép tan lun ¢ Viét Nam, phéan vi uy
thé Dai Viét xuéng ddc, Thiéu st dung chiéu bai "cdng gido" cua
ho nha v dé'tién than. 1956, Chi huy treong Vo6 Bi Lién Quan ba
Lat. 1957: Tot nghiép khoa huan luyén Hanh quan Khong-Luc cua
TQLC My tai San Diego, California, r6i Pai hoc Chi Huy va Tham
Muru tai Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 1957-1959: Chi huy trueong Vo
Bi Lién Quan Da Lat. 1958 : Theo hoc khoa 2 thang tai Okinawa.
1961: Qua My Ian thit hai, hoc bd tic khéa hudng dan hoa tién tai
Fort Bliss, Texas.

1959-7/1962: Tham Muu truéng BTL Da Chién cua Duong Van
Minh. 7/1962, Tw Lénh Su doan 1 & Hué, r6i thang 12/1962, Tu
Lénh Su doan 5 ¢ Bién Hoa. 4/1963: Thang cap Dai td. Nam 1963,
khi My mudn dao chinh Diém, Thiéu nga theo phe Duong Van
Minh-Tran Thién Khiém. Diém-Nhu chét, Thiéu duoc thang cap
Thiéu Tudng. 12/1963: Tham du 18 tyu chikc ctia Park Chong Hui.
30/1/1964: Chi huy luwc luong thiét giap va TQLC trong cudc chinh
ly 30/1/1964, dua Nguyén Khanh 1én cam quyén. Sau d6 lam
Tham Muu Lién Quan. Thang 6/1964: Qua Pai Loan thuong
thuyét viéc vién trg cia THQG.

Puong hoan 16 thénh thang tir d6. Pugc ctr lam Téng thu ky
HDQDCM. 8-9/9/1964: Thit truong Qudc Phong. 15/9/1964: Tu
lénh QD 1V. 20/10/1964: Mot trong nhitng phu ta cia Khanh trong
HDQL. Cuing mot nhém Tuwdng tré nhu Nguyén Cao Ky, Nguyén
Chanh Thi v.. v..., tham gia hang ntta t4 nhitng cudc dao chinh,
chinh ly trong hai ndm 1964-1965. 1/1965: Trung tuong. 18/1/1965:
Ph6 Tha Tudng thit 2 (chinh phu Tran Van Huong). Thiéu la 1
trong 3 twdng bénh vuc Huong, nhung ngay 26/1/1965, Khanh
quyét dinh bat Huong tir chite. (LBJL (Austin), NSF, Country File,
Vietnam, Box 29[doc. 28, 29/1/1965]

Dudi thoi Phan Huy Quat, duoc giao trach nhiém Téng Tw lénh
quan d6i dudi danh nghia Bo treong Quéc Phong (Tran Van Minh
nho lam Téng Tham Muu trueong).

Ngay 19/6/1965, Thiéu duoc ctt lam Chu Tich Uy Ban Lanh Dao
Quéc Gia [UBLDQG], tic Qudc Truong. Ngay 3/9/1967, nho
Hong Y New York la Francis Spellman va Pai St Ellsworth



Bunker tiép tay, Thiéu "dac cit" Tong Thong nén Dé Nhi Cong
Hoa (1967-1975) véi 34.8% sO phiéu.
Su thang tién nhanh chéng ctia Thiéu trong thap nién 1960 phan
16n 14 do nguwdi M§ mudn tao nén mot thidu s§ quan phiét dé bao,
tién viéc danh “Cong San” theo sd kién va nhu cau cua My. Boi
thé, phia sau chinh quyén hop hién—twong déi 6n dinh nho su
hién dién cua gan ntra triéu quan My, va guoéng mdy an ninh-canh
sat kiéu “Diém ma khong c¢é Diém” —Thiéu chi ngay dém cing ¢
uy quyén va loi nhuén ban than cing ho hang, than thudc. Phe
dang tro thanh phuong cham cai tri, v6i tham nhiing lam sttc néi
két. Ca mot gudng may “chdng Cong” & mién Nam chang khéc gi
mot thit siéu thi —nguoi ta mua ban bat c thit gi ¢6 thé sinh loi,
tte chire tudc téi tdm gidy hoan dich. Tt ho so mat an ninh quéc
phong téi dan dwoc, thuSc men, phé vat chién tranh, tir dau
duong, géc phd téi phap dinh, nha so, dinh thy. Té hai hon, theo
cyu cd van My ctia Tong Nha Canh Sat, Thiéu va phe dang con 1a
mot trong ba duwong day buén ban nha phién ¢ mién Nam.
* OAT-SHINH-TAN, 19G47 [09G47 ngay 30/1/1964, Sai
Gon]: Ball chi thi cho Lodge: Lodge c6 toan quyén quyét
dinh, mién h6 ding d&€ My bi mang tiéng can thiép. Néu
cam thdy c6 thé duoc, hay gitt Minh lam Qudc trudng
khong thwe quyeén. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964, (1996), p 42.
- 21G15 [09G15 ngay 30/1 Sai-Gon]: Ph6 Giam doc Tinh bao
va Suu tam (George C. Denney) bao cdo 1én XLTV Ngoai
treong My: Khanh lam dao chinh, véi su tiép tay cua cac
Twdéng Khiém (QD III), Tri (QD II), Cé6 (QD IV), va mot s6
si quan quyén thé. Muc dich chinh 1a loai bé chinh phu
Tho. Minh, Kim va Dinh dang bi bat gift; tuy nhién Minh
sé duoc dé nghi chitc Qudc truong khong thuc quyén.
Nhiing ly do sau day co thé la dong luc:
1. Khéng hai long v6i sy lanh dao ciia Minh va Tho. Tho bo
nhiém qua nhiéu ngwoi than can thudc chinh quyén
Diém. Nhung Minh chdng lai viéc cach chtrc Tho.



2. Tham vong cd nhin: Khanh va Khiém khong hai long
v6i chitc vy hién tai. Khanh titng nam binh quyén duéi
ché 6 Diém; trong khi Khiém ting la Tham Muu
treong Lién quan.
3. Lo ngai khuynh hwdng trung ldp va thin Phap.
Hai nguoi bi bat gitt 1a Mai Hitu Xuan, Tong Gidm ddc
Canh Sat Qudc Gia, va cyu Trung t4 Tran DPinh Lan. FRUS,
1964-1968, 1:1964, (1992), pp 40-41.
Tht Nam, 30/1/1964:
* SAI-GON, 03G15: Lodge béo céo cudc dao chinh cua
Khanh sé€ khoi sy ttr 04G0O0.
- 04G00: Tt trai Hoang Hoa Tham, Thi diéu khién viéc bt
gitt Binh, B6n, Xuan, Kim, V¥, Tran Dinh Lan, va Thiéu ta
Nguyén Van Nhung, nguoi bi tinh nghi giét chét anh em
Diém-Nhu.
Xuan dinh chéng cy, Trung t4 Chinh phai ban chi thién mot
phat sting colt d& uy hiép. Ciing Chinh bét giit Lan. T4t ca
déu bi giai vé trai Hoang Hoa Tham, r6i nhdt vao trai quan
ky ctia Nhay Du. Lan bi giam trong ham t&i. Phan Nhung
bi 1dy khdu cung va cho 1énh lam to khai vé cai chét cua
Diém-Nhu.
(Theo 16i Twéng Thi, Nhung khai anh em Diém-Nhu bi ban
chét khi doan xe ngling lai @ mot khuic duong dang cd xe
Itta chay ngang. Pich than Xuan cho lénh bang cach ra thu
hiéu, vi s¢ gido dan Ca-t6-lich sé cudp tu nhan. Nhung ho
s0 kham nghiém ti thi tai nha thwong Saint Paul cho thay
Diém va Nhu chét vi vét thuong dan xuyén qua gay).
Sau d6, Nhung "treo 4" tu t. Thi néi chiu trach nhiém tinh
than. (Phong van Tuéng Nguyén Chanh Thi, ngay 23/7/1994; lan
cudi qua dién thoai ngay 14/8/2000) Theo mot nguon tin, tht ha
Khanh mang Nhung téi mot vueon vang vé, ha sat bang



sung. R6i loan truyén tin Nhung da treo co tw t. (NYT,
2/2/1964)
- 06G25: Tu dinh Dwong Van Minh va Lé Van Kim bi bao
vay.
Lodge chi thi Khanh va Khiém phai tranh d6 mau.
- 06G45: Minh va Tho bj bét vao TTM.
- 09G14: Lodge bao cdo Khanh dinh thiét lap mot chinh phu
quan sy, véi Khanh lam Thu twéng va Khiém Tong Tu 1énh
Quan doi.
- 11G00: Khanh gap Lodge.
Khéanh héi Lodge vé van dé nhin nhan ché dé moi.
BNG tra 16i rang Khanh c6 thé chinh thiic thong bao cho My biét
vé su thay d6i chire Chu tich Hoi Dong Quan Nhan Cach Mang,
khéng can qua thu tuc cong nhan ngoai giao. Ngay hom sau,
Khanh lam theo tha tuc nay.
- 16G45: Dai phat thanh Sai Gon doc tuyén cdo cua Hoi
Pong Quan Nhan Cach Mang giai tan Uy Ban Diéu Hanh,
va bo nhiém Khanh lam Chu tich
Don, Kim, Dinh va Nguyén Van V§ bi dua ra giam long &
Da-[N&ng?]. Mai Htu Xuan bi an tri 6 Hué. Trung t4 Tran
Dinh Lan, bi cdo bugc la gidn di¢p Phap, bi bét. (NYT,
30/1/1964)
Nguyén Huy Loi, titng tham gia chinh bién 11/11/1960,
cling bi bat. Vuong Vin Dong 14n trén khoang hai thang, roi
moc ndi [Pauline Tran Thi My] nho MT/GPMN dua ra khoi
lanh thd VNCH. (Pham Xuén Tich, "Khong phai chi mot ngay;"
trong Chinh Dao et al., Nhin Igi biéh c6'11/11/1960 (Houston: Van
Ho4, 1996), tr. 172-3)
Thw Sau, 31/1/1964:
* SAT-GON: Lodge vao Dinh Gia Long gap Khanh.
Bao Khanh rang sy thang tién hay that bai tly thudc 6 kha nang
danh Cong San. My khéng mudn tinh trang "chinh ly" kéo dai qua
lau. Khanh hita sé gitt nguroi c6 kha nang tai chirc. Khanh cling



hoi Lodge ai ¢6 kha nang lam Thu twdng, va liéu My cé giap do
khi Khanh c6 "thai d6 rd rang" véi Phap hay chang?
- Do su can thiép cua Lodge, "Big" Minh dong y ding lam
"CO van." (NYT, 31/1/1964)
- 17G30: Khanh hop bao.
Tuyén bd chi "chinh ly," khong dao chinh. Sé truy t6 Tran Van
boén (Qudc Phong), Lé Van Kim (Tong Tham Muu Truong), va
Mai Hru Xuan (Téng Giam Ddc Canh Sét) ra toa vi toi muu do
v6i nhan vién Phap dé€ chdng lai chinh sach chdng Cong, va thiét
1ap ché d6 trung lap tai Nam Viét Nam. Bi cac ky gia chat van vé
10i cao budc DBon, Kim v.. v.. 1a trung 1ap. Khanh htta sé cong bs
tai liéu khi cac Tudng bi bét ra toa.
- Khanh phan doéi de Gaulle xen vao ndi tinh Viét Nam.
(NYT, 1/2/1964)
- Thiéu twdéng Lam Van Phat thay Khiém lam Tw lénh QD
I1I.
Dai ta Tran Thanh Bén ndm T6ng Gidm d6c CS-CA. Duong Ngoc
Lam lam D6 trudng.
- Tin Thiéu T4 Nguyén Van Nhung, 44 tudi, bi giét duoc
leu truyén.
* Hué: Tri Quang hiy bo chuyén hanh huong India, Ceylon
va Nhat, vé Hué.
Cai chét cia Nhung khién Tri Quang s¢ Ca-t0 lich s€ tro lai chinh
quyeén.
* Paris: De Gaulle dé nghi trung 1ap hoa toan Déng
Duong, va cham dut sy can thiép cua ngoai cuong.
Téng théng Dé ngii Cong Hoa Phép, 73 tudi, con tuyén bs Béc
Kinh sé tht dién vai tro quan trong cho twong lai Dong Nam A.
(NYT, 1/2/1964)

18/4/1964: Rusk ndi vdi Khanh la quan hé Nga-TC chua 1o
rang. Khrushchev cé vé khong mudn thidy d6 vo hoan
toan [Khanh agreed that SVN should react. Rusk: the base should be



made firmer. Khrushchev believed that a full break between USSR
and China may be prevented.” The US doesn’t want another Korean
with larger conventional forces, and enlargement of the war might
mean a high level of military action in which we would have to using
nuclear weapons. So, the first priority: to improve the situation in
SVN before we started action against the North.” Some Asian allies:
opposing the use of nuclears weapons. Khanh: we can use anything
against China, the eternal enemy of the Asian peoples. (Memo of a
conversation, Rusk and Khanh, Sai Gon, April 18, 1964; FRUS, 1964-
1968, 1:1964 (1992), p. 244 [244-48] [Doc 118].

5/8/1964: Khrushchev hoi am Johnson vé vu tiéu dinh
CSBV tan cong tau My. Qui trach cho USA vé vu Gulf of
Tokin. “the corrupt and rotten South Vietnamese regime
which exists —and this is no secret to anyone—only

because of the foreign support. FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964 (1992),
p. 637 [Doc 295].

7/8/1964, 11AM: Westmoreland gap Khanh, Khiém, Thiéu (TMT/LQ,
C/SJGS) va Pai ta Thang (truong Khai hanh quan( J3JGS): van dé
phong khong cho VNCH, nhu cau diéu hop chi huy khi dua quan
qua Lao. Khanh cho biét Viing Tau sé tré thanh Sai Gon thit hai. CD
MAC JOO 7565, Sai Gon, 8/8/1964, 3:15 PM; FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964
(1992), p. 649 [doc 303].

18/2/1964: VC controlled areas comprised better than 50 or

60 % of total area.

Memo ngay 8/2/1964, Helms (CIA) gtii Rusk; (FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964
(1992), pp. 84-85.

21/2/1964: v/v CAS Third appraisal:

Tt thang 8/1963, suy giam vé lanh thd chinh phu kiém sodt,
ddc biét 1a sau ngay 1/11/1963.

VC thong tri trén 50% tai 23 tinh. Binh Duwong, 45% (khong
phai 80%) Phudc Tuy, 80%. Chinh pht con kiém soat 70% dan
chiing nong thon; nhung VC chi kiém soat 18% 1,687,000 dan
thanh thi, do chinh phut kiém soat. Ngay hom nay, hay ngay
Tht Hai, Khanh sé phat dong chwong trinh binh dinh toan



qudc. Vé vii khi, khong phai carbine Nga ché tao. D6 la ctia TC,
PE 53 carbine. Khong cé Czech submachine guns, do la K-50, 7.62
mm. Tai vung IV, linh VNCH khong bi thua kém vii khi hay
nhan sw. VC chi ¢6 2 tiéu doan thién chién 1a 96 va 306.

Tel MAC 665, Feb 21, 1964, 4:15 p.m., Harkins, giti Taylor, Chairman
CJS; (FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964 (1992), pp. 100-101 [Doc 58].

CIA report of 3/3/1964 regarding Khanh government (McCone);
(FRUS, 1964-1968, 1:1964 (1992), pp. 120-127 [Doc 68]: VC da t6 chitc
cap Trung Doan. Quén s6 ting 5 tiéu doan [p. 123]

Bao cdo cuia McNamara ngay 16/3/1964 sau khi tham VN. (FRUS,
1964-1968, 1:1964 (1992), pp. 153-167 [Doc 84]

DESOTO patrols were a part of the international electric
reconnaissance carried out by specifically equipped US naval vessels,
McNamara, In Retrospect, 1995, p. 130-31.

Different from 34 A operations.

July 30-Aug 7: nine [9] days, the most controversial period of the
“Twenty- five-year War.” McNamara, In Retrospect, 1995, p. 128.



